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By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the Mountain Gazette

The town of Jericho has just gotten a whole lot
sweeter.  Practically next door to Jericho institu-
tion Snowflake Chocolates is a new way to sat-
isfy your sweet tooth: the retail outlet of Palmer
Lane Maple.  Owners Paul and Colleen Palmer
opened the store on November 30 and so far, they
have been pleased with how many people have
stopped in to shop.

Paul Palmer admits the proximity to Snowflake
Chocolates helped influence his decision to buy
the building.  “That definitely entered into the
equation,” he said, as did the fact that the store is
on the main route from Burlington to the
Smuggler’s Notch area.  “Being next to Snow-
flake Chocolates just made good sense,” he said.

The opening of the retail store was somewhat
fortuitous. Palmer has been sugaring for over two
decades and he and his wife began a wholesale
candy operation five years ago.  They had been
thinking of getting their kids into a different
school district when they saw the for sale sign at
the corner of Orr Road and Route 15.  Recogniz-
ing that they could turn the front room into a re-
tail space, they purchased the property.  At this
point, the family is still living in Jeffersonville
but they may eventually move to the Jericho lo-
cation.

Most of the maple syrup for Palmer Lane Maple
comes from the 1,200 taps on the family’s 37-

Palmer Lane Maple: A
sweet new shop in Jericho

acre sugarbush in Jeffersonville.  However, given
the scope of their operation – last year they made
over 10,000 lbs of candy – they purchase addi-
tional syrup from local producers in Jeffersonville,
Johnson and Waterville.  “We like to focus on
buying local, supporting our neighbors and pro-
moting the Vermont brand,” Palmer said.  All of
the company’s “pure” products such as syrup,
candy and cream, are made in their Jeffersonville
kitchen while others are farmed out to manufac-
turers.  After five years of wholesale business,
the Palmers are looking forward to having more
personal interactions with their customers through
a retail operation.

Maple candy is the company’s best selling
product, in part because they sell shapes beyond
the traditional maple leaf.  They are the only com-
pany to make candy in the shape of the state of
Vermont, but Palmer said other designs like
moose, lobsters, bears and seahorses are very
popular.  The seahorse has the added benefit of
being the Burlington High School mascot but oth-
erwise the water-related shapes sell well in coastal
areas.  For the upcoming holiday season Palmer
Lane Maple will sell a pure maple sugar heart
and another candy in the shape of an Easter bunny.
A popular new product is maple jelly beans which
are made with some additional flavoring; Palmer
has been unable to find a manufacturer who will
use pure maple.  Another recent product is maple
taffy made with pure maple sugar and maple
syrup.

After one month Palmer said business has al-
ready exceeded his expectations.  “I’m very
pleased with how we’ve been received by the
community,” he said.  “We’ve heard a lot of posi-
tive comments and we like having a personal con-
nection to our customers.”  Although last year
was a bad year for maple producers, Palmer is
optimistic he can continue to practice the sweet
science and keep making candy.  “Technology is
helping producers create more syrup with fewer
resources,” he said.  “We’re certainly doing bet-
ter than 20 years ago when we were just hanging
buckets.”

In addition to their commitment to buying lo-
cal, Palmer said the company strives to be as en-
vironmentally conscious as possible.  All their
packing material is recycled and their boxes are
all reused.  The retail store provides only paper
bags; no plastic.  “As a maple producer and lover
of the land, you want to keep things as environ-
mentally friendly as possible,” he said.  “It’s hard
to do that in this age of plastic.  We try to do
things simply and keep everything as green as we
can.”

Paul and Colleen
Palmer and the
store’s exterior.
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Local people have three ways to donate through
January 31 to help fire victims Vickie Shirley,
Horace Squire, and Barb Briggs: Brown and
Jenkins in Cambridge will donate January pro-
ceeds from brewed coffee sales (above); the
Clark’s Truck Community Help Fund, 6 Orr Rd.,
Jericho, VT 05465; online at www.inlu.com, en-
ter ALTWDNL2M where it says “Enter Inlu #”,
then click “FIND”.
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By Sara Riley
Special to the Mountain Gazette

When you hear a siren, what is your reaction?
In our small towns, it’s personal: chances are you
know, or at least know of, someone where the
emergency vehicle is going.

You may have heard about the New Year’s Day
fire that razed the north Underhill home of Vickie
Shirley, Horace Squire, and Barbara Briggs.
Sparked in the afternoon by an electrical prob-
lem, the fire could not be contained with the fire
extinguishers on hand. The Underhill-Jericho Fire
Department responded but the house site is a half-
mile from the closest road access, so UJFD could
not bring water or equipment to the home.

How awful for the owners and the department,
to have to stand side by side and watch the house
burn. Thankfully none of the three owners was
harmed, but one of their dogs didn’t make it out
and they have found only one of their cats.

Unfortunately, the house was a total loss. Only
a few of the most random things were saved,
mostly what could be hastily swept from a desk-
top or dumped from a drawer into a trash bag.
Wedding album, inherited jewelry, library of
books, antiques, tools, craft supplies – irreplace-
able pieces that furnish our lives – these are gone,
as are the more mundane possessions like dishes,
pots and pans, tables and chairs… even the
woodstove. It turns out that soapstone doesn’t
withstand the superhot temperatures in an intense
house fire.

That’s the initial bad part – the fire and the
immediate trauma. The jarring, disjointed feel-
ing of displacement is the ongoing bad part.

But (as Mr. Rogers said) when bad things hap-
pen, look for the people who are helping. In our
small towns, local people notice and begin help-
ing out right away.

The Red Cross and the Eagles stepped up im-
mediately, bless them. A friend in Underhill pro-
vided a place to stay, for three people and three
large dogs. Friends took them shopping, gave
them clothes and pet supplies, and provided moral
support. Vickie and Horace are active in the SCA
(Society for Creative Anachronism, the folks who
bring us Renaissance Fairs); SCA folks have held
a silent auction to help out.

Vickie’s Body Logic Massage business recently
relocated to Cambridge, sharing building space
with the Country Glitz salon, and Country Glitz

Join the effort to help
after a house fire

has collected and coordinated donations. Cam-
bridge 360, a non-profit community organization,
has helped with furnishings for a new home that
Vickie, Horace, and Barb were fortunate to find.

Several local businesses have set up donation
funds to help out. Anyone who would like to con-
tribute has several ways to do so:

Brown and Jenkins Coffee Roasters in Cam-
bridge has decided to donate the January proceeds
from brewed coffee sales in the shop (see photo).
When you drop in to pick up ground coffee for
the house, have a cup and drop your dollar in the
jar – it will be put to good use.

Funds collected by the Clark’s Truck Commu-
nity Help Fund through January 31 will also go
to help. Contributions can be sent to Clark’s Com-
munity Help Fund, 6 Orr Road, Jericho, VT
05465. 

SCA friends have set up a website to collect
donations for Vickie, Horace, and Barb. Go online
to www.inlu.com and type ALTWDNL2M where
it says “Enter Inlu #”, then click “FIND->” to be
taken to where you can post a contribution and
leave a message.

By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the Mountain Gazette

Vermont’s Poet Laureate Syndey Lea is com-
ing to Westford.  In his tour of the state, Lea is
bypassing some of the bigger locations for inti-
mate readings at smaller, rural libraries and
Westford is one of the towns on his calendar.  The
reading will take place at noon on Saturday, Janu-
ary 26.

Lea’s visit is exciting for Bree Drapa, who just
started working as Westford’s librarian this month.
Drapa served on the Board of Trustees of the li-
brary for seven years.  Her decision to return to
employment outside her home coincided with an
opening at the circulation desk so she decided to
apply for the job.  “I’ve come to love this library,”
she said, “so it seemed like a good fit.”

Drapa is eager to host Lea’s visit to Westford.
“We’re such a small community so it’s great that
he’s coming here,” she said.  “It’s wonderful for
Westford.”  The library owns several volumes of
Lea’s poetry but he will be providing new mate-
rial for his fans.  Refreshments will be served and
there will be a small reception for people who
want to meet Lea.  The library can accommodate
roughly 30 people and Drapa is hoping for a full
house.  To the best of her knowledge, this is the
first time a Vermont Poet Laureate has visited
Westford.   She hopes to follow this reading with
others by Vermont-based authors, noting that there
are several published writers living in Westford.

Although she’s only been the librarian for a
few weeks, Drapa already has plans for the

Vermont’s Poet Laureate
comes to Westford

Westford Library.  She hopes to continue the pro-
grams already in place including story time, pa-
jama story time, and the adult book group.  Ide-
ally she’d like to feature one special event for
children and another for adults on a monthly ba-
sis.  “Hopefully we’ll get more people in the li-
brary,” she said “and they’ll come to love it as
much as I do.”

Poet Laureate Lea will be reading from two
manuscripts; a book of poems which will be pub-
lished this spring and another which will be re-
leased at a later date.  The first book is entitled I
was Thinking of Beauty and the second is No
Doubt the Nameless.  A humble man, Lea rejected
Drapa’s characterization of him as “literary gi-
ant” and insisted that he receive no special treat-
ment.  “I eat whatever is on my plate,” he told her
“as my mother taught me to do.”

 Lea has been publishing poetry and novels for
over three decades.  Many of his books are
grounded in the New England outdoors experi-
ence with ruminations on hunting, fishing and
walking in the woods.  He has received numer-
ous accolades including both a Fulbright and
Guggenheim Fellowship, and his book Pursuit
of a Wound was a finalist for a Pulitzer Prize in
poetry.  Field and Stream Magazine has desig-
nated him a “conservation hero.” In addition, Lea
has taught at multiple colleges and universities
including Middlebury, Dartmouth and Yale.  His
appearance in Westford is definitely a coup for
the little library.  “We’re so very excited a literary
celebrity is coming here,” said Drapa.

On January 9, Browns River Middle School was one of thousands of schools in the U.S. to hold a
geography bee organized by the National Geographic Society. Questions ranged from states in the
U.S. to countries around the world and the competition was impressive. Special congratulations
go to this year’s winners: 3rd place—Dylan Charter; 2nd place—Nicholas Cook; 1st place—Billy
Bruce.                                                                                                            PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Billy Bruce winner of BRMS Geo Bee

The state of our schools, 2013
With new programs and staff in place, it’s an exciting time to be at MMU

By Richard Mindell
Special to the Mountain Gazette

New principal, Mike Weston, isn’t bashful
about leading Mount Mansfield Union High
School into a new era of education.  “MMU is a
great place,” Weston told a group of parents and
community members at the most recent get to-
gether of Breakfast with the Principal at the Bridge
Street Cafe, in Richmond, earlier this month.
Breakfast with the Principal was started in 2007
by former MMU principal and current CESU as-
sistant superintendant, Jen Botsojourns, as a way
for parents to meet with her to discuss educational
issues in general and to keep up with what was
happening at the school.  Weston has continued
the tradition.

“It’s a chance to talk about things,” Mr. Weston

said.  “The purpose is communication.  The dia-
logue is important.”

So what’s new at Mount Mansfield Union High
School?  For starters there’s the One-to-One Ini-
tiative.  MMU gave 25 laptops to freshmen in
2009, and 75 laptops in 2010 and 2011.  This
year MMU will provide more than 200 laptops,
one each to every freshman in the school.  Stu-
dents get to use their laptops for the entire year.

As part of this initiative MMU has also in-
creased teacher development to maximize the ef-
fectiveness of the computers in their teaching
techniques.  “You can’t just give a student a com-
puter and expect that will make a difference,”
Weston noted.  “You have to provide teachers with
the time to sit down with other teachers in similar

State of Schools continued on page 8
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via technology (miscommunication, how it can escalate, missing
cues, etc.); and stress management which includes dealing with
emotions in appropriate ways, preventing blow ups, communicat-
ing our needs, and recognizing signs of stress and irritability be-
fore it becomes a problem.

CHMS has Educational Guidance groups for all students in
grades 5 through 8. Our groups are small (10-12 students), foster-
ing a supportive environment for students to discuss the issues and
concerns they face as they make the transition from childhood to
teenagers. Group members are encouraged to share their ideas, feel-
ings and experiences, listen to one another, and respect others’
points of view. Conversations with peers and guidance counselors
about issues of personal interest are welcome in our groups. These
discussions may include topics such as: making friends; effective
communication skills; healthy relationships; self-esteem; decision
making; conflict resolution strategies; coping with stress; sexual
harassment; and media influence. Our goal is to assist our students
in better understanding themselves and their environment.

Role modeling is integral to the student experience at CHMS.
We offer leadership opportunities via student council and a pro-
gram titled, SLAAM (Student Leaders and adult mentors). The
purpose of SLAAM is to create a positive relationship between 8th

and 5th graders and to give our oldest group of students the oppor-
tunity to take on a leadership role while maintaining a positive
school climate of respect for all. CHMS also has a SAM (Student
Adult Mentors) program that’s focus is on creating positive rela-
tionships across our school community. Teams also use elements
of other programs such as Project Adventure and/or Responsive
Design to provide students the opportunities learn and develop-
ment their pro-social problem solving skills.

The next MMU school board meeting is February 14, 7:00-9:00
PM at Browns River Middle School. The public is invited and
encouraged to attend.
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Blue Mall, So. Burlington • 802-863-8306

Factory Location Route 15, Jericho • 802-899-3373
www.snowflakechocolate.com

Awesome Fudge
The perfect gift, or treat yourself...

On January 2, 2013 at approximately 5:35 PM Vermont State
Police responded to a hit and run on Main Street in Huntington
VT. The State Police through an investigation into the incident
learned the operator of the vehicle was Shawn Carroll, 38 of Hun-
tington. Carroll was cited for leaving the scene of and accident and
will appear in Chittenden Superior Court, Burlington, Vermont on
February 26, 2013. CASE#: 12A100068

At 5:27 PM on January 14, 2012 the Richmond Police Depart-
ment responded to an ongoing complaint of domestic assault oc-
curring at the Murray Drive home of Raymond Smith, 59 and
Janet Cohen, 62. Also responding to the scene was Trooper Brit-
tany Barone of the Williston barracks.  The investigation of the
incident revealed a physical altercation occurred between Smith
and Cohen in which it is alleged that Smith became enraged after
an argument and grabbed the victim by the arms and throat. Prob-
able cause was established and Mr. Smith was transported to the
Richmond Police department and processed for domestic assault
and released on a flash citation requiring his appearance in court at
10:30 AM on January 15, 2013. Ms. Cohen refused any medical
attention. CASE#: 13RM00038

On the January 12, 2013 at 2:28 AM, State Troopers responded
to the above location for a report of a vehicle off the road. The
complainant described the vehicle as having been driven errati-
cally prior to going off the road. When it went off the road the
vehicle did not strike any objects but became stuck in the snow.
Upon their arrival the Whitney Davis, 23, of Underhill, VT, was
found to be under the influence of alcohol. An evidentiary breath
sample which was later collected indicated that Davis’ BAC was
greater than .08%. Davis will cited to appear in Chittenden County
Superior Court, Criminal Division, Burlington, VT on January 31,
2013.CASE#: 13A100169

POLICE REPORT

Business Climate in Jericho - A
roundtable discussion on Feb. 5

Join the Jericho Planning Commission on February 5 at 7:00
PM at Town Hall as we sponsor a roundtable discussion with local
area business groups.  Representatives from the Western Slopes (a
business group covering Bolton, Huntington and Richmond),
Johnson Works and Cambridge Artists and Entrepreneurs will talk
about their associations and what they do to improve the business
climate in their communities. Members of the public and, in par-
ticular, representatives from the Jericho business community, are
invited to attend.

UNDERHILL-JERICHO FIRE DEPT.
By Kitty Clark

EMERGENCY CALLS:
December 19, 10:26 PM, Responded to a two vehicle accident

w/injury near 245 River Rd., Underhill
December 21, 8:29 AM, Responded to 391 Irish Settlement Rd.,

Underhill for smoke in the residence
December 21, 10:59 AM, EMS, Jericho
December 21, 11:33 AM, Power line down in roadway, 63

Browns Trace, Jericho
December 21, 11:33 AM, Power line down, 44 Repa Road,

Underhill
December 21, 12:19 PM, Power lines down, Maple Leaf Road,

Underhill
December 21, 12:37 PM, EMS, Jericho
December 21, 3.00 PM, Power line down, 17 Page Rd., Underhill
December 21, 3:00 PM, Power line down, 5 Gravelle Drive,

Jericho
December 21, 4:33 PM, Power line down, 8 Harvey Rd.,

Underhill
December 21, 8:22 PM, Smoke alarm activation, 189 Vermont

Rt. 15, Jericho
December 22, 10:35 AM, Smoke investigation, 106 Sunnyview,

Jericho
December 23, 11:50 AM, Motor vehicle accident, 89

Skunkhollow Rd., Jericho
December 27, 12:08 PM, EMS, Jericho
December 27, 2:11 PM, EMS, Underhill
December 28, 12:37 PM, EMS, Essex Junction
December 31, 10:54 AM, EMS, Underhill
January 1, 8:33 AM, Lift assist 38 N. Underhill Station Rd.,

Underhill
January 1, 3:07 PM, Structure fire, 45 Circling Hawk Rd.,

Underhill
January 2, 7:47 PM, Motor vehicle accident, Browns Trace &

Governor Peck, Jericho
January 2, 8:50 AM, EMS, Essex
January 3, 6:41 AM, Smoke & CO alarm activation, 11 Matt’s

Meadow, Jericho
January 3, 11:35 AM, CO alarm, 26 Kriste Lane, Jericho
January 4, 10:24 AM, EMS, Underhill
January 5, 10:46 AM, Smoke from pelett stove, 41 N. Underhill

Station Rd., Underhill
January 6, 11:38 AM, Smoke in house, 7 Timber Ridge Rd.,

Underhill
January 7, 10:25 AM, EMS, Jericho
January 8, 9:36 AM, Vehicle off roadway, Poker Hill near Mullen

Road, Underhill
January 8, 11:36 AM, EMS, Richmond
January 9, 11:57 AM, Silent alarm, 6 Dumas Road, Underhill
January 9, 12:02 PM, EMS, Underhill
January 9, 15:01 PM, Good Intent call, 222 VT RT 15, Jericho
January 11, 10:30 AM, EMS, Essex Junction
January 11, 1:10 PM, EMS, Colchester
January 11, 5:32 PM, Fire on porch, 89 Plains Road, Jericho
January 14, 8:45 A Silent alarm, 2 Dumas Rd., Underhill
On January 5, 2013, the UJFD held their annual awards banquet

at the Catamount Country Club, Williston. Thank you to the Cam-
bridge Fire Dept. for covering for us at the Underhill Fire Station.
Fire Officer of the Year Award went to 1st. Assist. Chief Mat
Champlin, Fire Police of the Year Award went to Frank Popeleski,
Firefighter of the Year Award went to Sean McCann. Congrats to

these men and thanks for all the
work you do for the UJFD.

10 Year Awards presented to
Jacki Merchant, Phil Surks and
Cathy Clark. 15 Year Awards pre-
sented to, Nate Goldman, Johannes
Jobst and Shawn Danaher,

January 8 - the UJFD held their
2013 Annual Meeting. The follow-
ing were elected into office: Mod-
erator Phil Surks,

Clerk Kitty Clark, Chief Todd
Fischer (2yr. term), 1st. Assist Mat
Champlin, 2nd. Assist Tim Clark,
Captains: Dwight DeCoster, Andy
Forsberg. Lieutenants, Parker
Ripley, Johannes Jobst, and Trea-
surer, Randy H. Clark, (2yr. term)

January 15 the Business Meet-
ing was held with committee elec-
tions.

FIRE SAFETY MESSAGE:
Remember to practice fire safety
everyday.

Sign the petition
To the Editor,
Dear Jericho residents,
A special election scheduled for Tuesday February 5, 2013 is

drawing near. The single item on the ballot asks whether or not
you approve the Land Use and Development Regulations as re-
cently approved by the Selectboard. Normally, approval by the
Selectboard is the final action in the amendment process. How-
ever, individuals have the ability to petition for a popular vote on
amended regulations if 5 percent of registered voters sign a peti-
tion calling for a vote. In this case, 219 individuals supported such
a petition.

Many months ago, Jericho’s planning commission completed a
year long process of reviewing our land use regulations and ap-
proved a slew of changes. Those changes covered a number of
issues, including (49 new definitions, 11 new uses added to the
table of uses, additional restrictions in the wetlands and river over-
lay districts, further restrictions on development on steep slopes
and additional outdoor lighting regulations).

The entire package was then provided to the Selectboard for our
review and discussion. The public was given an opportunity to
speak at public hearings held on August 2 and December 6. Dur-
ing those hearings a number of individuals expressed views on
many issues. One issue that received comment concerned the pro-
vision conditionally allowing drive thrus in all areas of town.

Subsequent discussions among Selectboard members about this
matter did not yield a clear consensus on the substantive issues
involved. As a result, the Selectboard had to decide whether we
wanted to delay adoption of the proposed changes while we inves-
tigated and discussed drive thrus further, or if we wanted to re-
serve that discussion for another time and approve the other amend-
ments in a timely manner. We chose the former.

Thus, the regulations as approved by the Selectboard contain a
temporary prohibition on drive thrus. However, a permanent pro-
hibition on them is not the Selectboard’s position or final decision.
In the meantime, we are committed to taking the steps needed to
thoroughly explore the diversity of opinions on the subject and to
conduct more research before adopting specific drive thru regula-
tions.

Important: The amendments adopted by the Selectboard address
many issues. A “yes” vote means accepting the amendment as
adopted by the Selectboard. A “NO” vote will result in rejection of
the ENTIRE set of new provisions—not just the “drive thru” pro-
vision.
We encourage you to review all of the proposed amendments and
related information available on the town website at
www.jerichovt.gov and to support the Selectboard’s approach by
going to the polls (or requesting an absentee ballot) on Tuesday
February 5 and voting “Yes.”

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Please vote yes on February 5
The Jericho Energy Task Force urges the citizens of Jericho to

vote YES at the special election on Tuesday February 5 to approve
the amended Land Use and Development Regulations worked on
by the Planning Commission and approved by the Selectboard.  The
Task Force believes these well-rounded regulations were carefully
drafted and reviewed and deserve to be adopted by the Town.  For
more details about the special election and the Regulations, please
visit the Jericho Town website www.jerichovt.gov.

Send us your icicles
Okay, maybe not the icicles themselves, but photos of them.

The Jericho Energy Task Force is sponsoring an Icicle Contest, the
winner of which will receive a free home energy audit provided by
James Martell of Green Mountain Zerodraft.

Icicles are visible reminders of energy that is being lost from
your home through your roof. The Jericho Energy Task Force will
accept photos of your icicles from now until February 22. The
photos will be shown at our table on Town Meeting Day and resi-
dents will have the opportunity to vote on whose icicles are the
most impressive. That person will receive a free home energy au-
dit as a prize. Send your photos to enerjericho@gmail.com.

Healthy New Year!
By Mark Carbone, Principal
Camels Hump Middle School

Health and wellness are important components of our day-to-
day activities at Camels Hump Middle School. We believe that the
mind-body connection has a significant impact on a child’s educa-
tion. Our approach to wellness includes biological, psychological
and social factors through health, physical education and guid-
ance curriculums in conjunction with leadership opportunities.

The Health curriculum in grades 5 and 6 focuses on communi-
cation skills: how to get your needs met in an appropriate way that
does not negatively impact others, how to speak up for yourself in
a clear manner, respectful communication for both giver and re-
ceiver; understanding the difference between aggressive, passive
and assertive communication styles and outcomes; how to recog-
nize non-verbal communication cues, miscommunication and how
it can impact our discussions and relationships; and collaborating
on ideas, compromising, and problem solving. In 7th and 8th grade
Health, students focus on conflict resolution and steps to negotiat-
ing disagreements (ex:  take time out before you approach the other
person, calm down, collect your thoughts, allow each person to
tell his or her side, uninterrupted, allow each person the opportu-
nity to ask questions of the other, brainstorm to find a solution that
feels good for both parties); the Pros and Cons of communicating

Good Supper Dish
1 lb. hamburg , 3 carrots, sliced thin
1 onion, sliced thin
Raw potatoes, sliced thin
1 can soup
1/2 can water
Make alternative layers. Bake covered
1 hour, then uncovered, 1/2 hour more.
350 degrees.

Recipe by Marian Tobin

Help enlarge
the paper
advertise.



January 24, 2013  www.mountaingazetteofvermont.com           Page 3

CALCALCALCALCALVVVVVARARARARARY EPISCOPY EPISCOPY EPISCOPY EPISCOPY EPISCOPAL CHURAL CHURAL CHURAL CHURAL CHURCHCHCHCHCH
Calvary Episcopal Church is a welcoming, caring,

Christian Community called to live the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
grow our spiritual gifts, and serve our neighbors.

VT RT 15, Jericho
Sunday Worship Service 9:30 AM
Rev. Regina Christianson Rector

Karen Floyd, Parish Administrator, 899-2326
www.calvarychurchvt.weebly.com

GOOD SHEPHERD LGOOD SHEPHERD LGOOD SHEPHERD LGOOD SHEPHERD LGOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURUTHERAN CHURUTHERAN CHURUTHERAN CHURUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCH (ELCH (ELCH (ELCH (ELCA)CA)CA)CA)CA)
273 VT RT15 - between Jericho and Underhill

Rev. Phillip Roushey, Pastor.
Sunday Worship 9:00 AM - Nursery Provided

Sunday School for all ages - 10:30 AM
pastor_phil@goodshepherdjericho.org

www.GoodShepherdJericho.org

JERICHO CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
“An Historic Church Proclaiming an Eternal Message”

On the green in Jericho Center, VT
Pastor Peter Anderson & Youth Pastor Glenn Carter

Sunday Services at 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM
Fellowship at 10:30 AM

Sunday Youth Group at 6:15 PM
899-4911; www.jccvt.org

JERICHO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, OPen Doors”

71 Vermont Route 16, Jericho (next to the Town Hall)
Rev. Sangchurl Bae, 899-4288

Sunday Worship Service, 9:00 AM
Children’s Sunday School, 9:00 AM

Men’s breakfast - third Sunday, 7:00 PM
jerichoumc@jumvt.org www.jumcvt.org

MOUNT MANSFIELD
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP

A Liberal Spiritual Community
195 VT RT 15, Jericho, VT 05465

Phone: 899-2558 website www.mmuuf.org
We gather at 9:30 AM at the newly renovated space

at 195 VT RT 15, Jericho (red barn across from Packard Road)
on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of September - June

All are welcome.

ST. THOMAS ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
“Worshiping God in Spirit

On Green Street in Underhill Center
Weekend Masses:
Saturday 4:30 PM
Sunday 8:30 AM

Pastor: Rev. Charles “Rick” Danielson
Deacon: Peter Brooks

Religious Ed. Coordinator: Laura Lynch Wells, 899-4770
Parish Secretary: Theresa Gingras

Phone: 802-899-4632, email: stthomas5@myfairpoint.net
Website: www.stthomasvt.com

UNITED CHURCH OF UNDERHILL
“Welcoming, Worshipping, Working for God”

At the Green on route 15 - Rev. Kevin Goldenbogen - 899-1722
www.unitedchurchofunderhill.com

Worship and Sunday School 10:30 AM
Local and Global Mission and Service Outreach

Opportunities for families, men, women and youth
Streaming audio sermons: www.becauseyoumay.com

AREA WORSHIP SERVICES

Ecumenical Food Shelf
still serving the community

By Dave Kelly
In 1982, the Clergy of Underhill and Jericho decided to form an

organization called the Underhill/Jericho Ecumenical Council. They
believed they could serve better if all six churches worked together
so their very first project was to form a committee to serve a dozen
families in there community who needed help providing their fami-
lies with food. They started the Ecumenical Food Shelf and it has
continued since.

We have a board, made up of at least one representative and the
Pastor of each church. We meet the first Thursday of each month
to review the last food distribution and to guesstimate how many
families to provide services for the next month. Most of the pro-
cessed and canned foods are donated but we still must purchase
butter, eggs, meat, cheese, vegetables, and fruit for the current
month.

We meet on the third Thursday evening of the month to sort all
the donated food and set tables for distribution on the third Satur-
day.

The need has grown to an average of 45 to 50 families each
month and in December 2012 we served 73 families representing
200 people. This is the highest number served in the thirty-one
years. Of the 73 families, 55 were from Underhill/Jericho/ Essex
Center and eighteen families were from out of town. The in-town
families are served first, then out of town families.

We could not do nearly as much to serve were it not for the
wonderful support from Hannaford’s and Price Chopper and a
number of local businesses – Mt. High Pizza, The Lions Club, The
Masons. Twice a year Dr. Tim Farrell, our Jericho chiropractor,
asks his patients to bring a bag of groceries for a free adjustment or
a consolation. He receives about 100 bags of groceries each time.
Bimbo’s Outlet in Williston has provided our bread supply for many
years. We have donation boxes at Hannaford’s and Price Chopper
and in all ten churches. Each church is assigned one of the basic
ten foods as their main item to collect, i.e. St. Pius X is the cereal
church, the United Church of Underhill is the tuna church etc.
That keeps the shelves well stocked with these items.

We also donate $1000 each December to the Masons who cook
and deliver 250 plus hot meals the day or so before Christmas and
we support summer camp for children as needed. We receive mon-
etary support each month from regular supporters.

At the next writing I will speak of all the local folks who pro-
vide nearly all the fresh produce and fruit we require in the sum-
mer months.

Financial contributions can be made to the Ecumenical Food
Shelf, P.O. Box 65, Jericho, VT 05465 and food donations can be
left at any church in the Underhill, Jericho, Essex Center area or at
the Good Shepherd Church between 6:00 and  8:00 PM on the
third Thursday of each month.

Resolutions
By Suzanne Kusserow
Senior Guest Columnist

It is now 2013, a new year, a time to look at previous days and
months that are tarnished with past mistakes and cluttered with
broken promises. It is a time to look ahead, past the snow into
Spring. But wait, haven’t we been here before? Somehow this seems
to have a familiar ring, the New Year’s bells cheerily banging away
hides the memory of shriveled dreams and unfulfilled resolutions.
Yet, in our egocentric, crumpled defense, we ALL know there was
too much going on last year, too many unexpected catastrophic
changes; too many untimely adjustments such as growing older
which, somehow, none of us expected would happen….not this
soon!

Resolutions are lovely short aphorisms that help us to feel bet-
ter about ourselves, to be nobler than we really are. They generally
do not have plans attached to them; that would spoil the punch, the
soothing rhythm of brevity and repetition. And that would be dan-
gerous. There would be a chance that we might trim a wide-reach-
ing platitude into something we could actually achieve. If a resolu-
tion expressed a worthy goal of “Exercise More”, then to require
that idea to add specifics such as “Walk briskly 13 Minutes a Day”
would not have the cheery idiocy of a statement that could shout in
large print off the cover of a woman’s magazine. (You know the
type I mean; the ones you read at the checkout counter while wait-
ing for the woman ahead of you to unload a cargo of groceries,
turn in twenty coupons and write a check.) No one could truly
debate the truth of the resolution “To be better than I have been”.
To obfuscate this maxim with specific plans or directions would be
to dishonor its ethereal quality.

There is often a familiarity to this…wasn’t this the resolution
we had last year? Yet it seems that hope springs more eternal, if it
is a little old and well-used. And the inherent goodness in such an
obvious gesture as To Improve Oneself makes it hard to be cynical
about this second (and third and fourth) use of this pledge. If we
stagger under the weight of past defeats, this will not help us to
meet our goal.

We need determination in our lives; we need to believe in magic;
we need to honor imagination. And above all, we need to preserve
our sense of humor. What better way than to reach into a New Year
and gently conceal the lies we tell ourselves by calling them reso-
lutions? Don’t worry; they will fade so quickly that no one can
accuse us of falsehoods. Some unkindly soul, though, will wait
until the snow melts and the crows squawk from the top of the
newly-budded maples, and then ask, with a Grinch-like smile: “How
did that resolution go….the one about getting out to ski? I can’t
remember…was it every day…or once a month? Of course, it re-
ally doesn’t matter now.”

The question after all this gentle sarcasm and misused verbiage
is: Am I making a Resolution for 2013? Of course I am! I could not
let the opportunity go by to shake my fist at fate and and openly
declare how wonderfully motivated I am. After all, just because I
have asked 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 to help me Lose Weight,
Be Nicer and Kinder, Exercise More, Stop Useless Purchases at
Second-hand Stores… doesn’t mean that 2013 won’t be kind to
me.  Go for it, girl!

GRILL &
PIZZA

30 Bridge Street, Richmond, VT

(802) 434-CAFE (2233)

Awesome
Sunday Brunch

A Specialty Not to be Missed!

A tradition is a hard thing to change, and here at the Bridge Street
Cafe, we encourage you (if you don’t already) to try your Sunday
Brunch here with us. Many have already come to the conclusion
that there’s no place else to be for it! Whether it’s an farm-fresh egg
omelet stuffed to capacity with the tastiest fillings, an Eggs Benedict
with REAL hollandaisse sauce (not canned!), or a side of Maple-
cured bacon the delicious offerings on Sunday can’be beat!

Stop in and enjoy our regular menu
plus pizza,, chicken wings and much more.

BERGERON -
PICARELLA

Kathy and Bob Bergeron
of Jericho, VT and Sharon
and Bill of Brewster, NY
announce the wedding of
their children Alison Eileen
Bergeron and Bill Michael
Picarella. They were united
in marriage September 28,
2012 at Our Lady of teh
Rosary Chapel in
Poughkeepsie, NY. Father
James A. Garisto was the

officiate.
The best man was Jim Picarella, groomsmen were Dan Trudeau,

Pete Jones, Jason Rizzo, Ben Unger, Patrick Bergeron and Kevin
Bergeron. Ring bearer was Mason Bergeron, nephew of the bride.
Maids of honor was Jen Bergeron and Kara Bergeron, sisters of
the bride. Bridesmaids were Jen McGowan, Steph Smith, Brittany
Hutchinson, Bridget Durette and Gillian McKnight. The flower
girl was Cecilia Picarella-Benitez, cousin of the groom. A recep-
tion was held at The Grandview in Poughkeepsie, NY.

Mrs. Picarella attended Mount Mansfield Union High School;
graduated from Eastern Connecticut State University with a BS in
Physical Education and completed her Masters of Science in Edu-
cation with an option is Special Education at Western Connecticut
State University. She is currently employed at East Ridge Middle
School teaching Phyical Education in Ridgefield, CT and also
coaches basketball at the high school. Bill Picarella completed his
BS at Eastern Connnecticut State University in Communications
and is now currently working in NYC at Barclays.

The couple honeymooned in Aruba and now reside in
Pleasantville, NY.

KESZEY-AUCTER
Carol and David Keszey of Underhill, VT and Cynthia and Ber-

nard Aucter of Croghan, NY announce the wedding of their chil-
dren Kimberly Toth Keszey and
Brian Matthew Aucter. They were
united in marriage on August 4, 2012
at The United Church of Underhill.
Rev. Kevin Goldenbogen officiated
the ceremony.

The Maid of Honor was Julia
Sayles. Anna Kallman, Stephanie
VanNortwick, and Bobbi Sue
Murphy served as Bridesmaids. The
Best Man was David Lloyd. Frank

Murphy, Jacob Keszey, and Levi Keszey were Groomsmen. The
reception was held at The Barn at Boyden Valley Winery in Cam-
bridge, VT. The couple honeymooned in Rockport, ME.

Kim is a 2003 graduate of Mount Mansfield Union High School.
She earned her BA in Art Education from St. Lawrence University
in 2007 and is currently teaching at Underhill ID School and Poker
Hill School. Brian received his BS in Neuroscience from St.
Lawrence University in 2007 and his Doctorate of Physical Therapy
from Boston University in 2010. He is employed at Sunrise Physi-
cal Therapy in Jeffersonville, VT. Kim and Brian currently live in
Underhill, VT.

WEDDINGS
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Petition to Keep Vermont Tar
Sands Free available for signing

Do you care about protecting Vermont’s environment, wildlife
and natural resources from tar sands crude oil?

Do you want to keep your community safe, healthy, and pros-
perous?

Did You Know?
The oil and gas industry has discovered a huge underground

mass of dense, gravel-embedded crude oil (referred to as “tar
sands”) the size of Florida in Alberta, Canada. This oil deposit is
also one of the continent’s largest sources of climate-changing
greenhouse gases. However, due to the geographic location of this
oil, pipelines must be used to pump the oil to seaports for ship-
ment to international markets. The Portland-Montreal pipeline could
potentially transport this oil, putting ten Vermont towns, and fif-
teen vital bodies of water in the Northeast Kingdom at serious risk.

• Tar sands oil spills are more prevalent than conventional
oil spills

• Numerous toxic chemicals are also added to the thick oil
to enhance its fluidity and help ease transport. 

• Increased rates of cancer and other serious health con-
cerns have been reported within close proximity to currently oper-
ating tar sands pipelines

• Tar sands oil is one of the continent’s largest sources of
climate-changing greenhouse gases 
“If Canada proceeds, and we do nothing, it will be game over for
the climate.” — Dr. James Hansen, NASA Goddard Institute.

Encourage the Jericho Selectboard to enact a resolution to join
in solidarity in preventing the transportation of tar sands oil through
the state of Vermont, and unite to keep Vermont tar sands free.
Please stop by the Jericho Town Hall, the Deborah Rawson
Memorial Library, or call Georgette at 802-899-4573 to help
keep dirty tar sands oil out of our beautiful state.
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Full Service Hair Salon
for Men,Women & Children

Tues. 8:00-7:00, Wed. 8:00 - 7:00, Thurs. 8:00 - 3:30,
Fri. 8:00 - 6:00, Sat. 7:30 - 12:00 Walk-ins Only

Route 15 • 899-2068

BODY LOGIC
MASSAGE

NOW OPEN
at

Country Glitz Hair Salon
51 South Main Street

Cambridge, VT 899-1184

HEALTH / BEAUTY

CHIROPRACTIC CARE

CHIROPRACTIC CARE

FAMILY HEALTH

MASSAGE

30 West Main Street, Richmond • 802-434-4123
RichmondFamilyMedicine.org

PPPPPrrrrresenting Desenting Desenting Desenting Desenting Drrrrr. D. D. D. D. Daniel Ganiel Ganiel Ganiel Ganiel Goodyoodyoodyoodyoodyearearearearear

Daniel Goodyear, MD provides comprehensive primary care
for patients of all ages. New patients are welcome - call today
to schedule an appointment with Dr. Goodyear or with any
of the Richmond Family Medicine doctors

Tuesday January 26
Saturday Story Time at Phoenix Books Burlington, Phoenix

Books Burlington, 191 Bank Street, Downtown Burlington,
11:00AM, free. More information www.phoenixbooks.biz or 448-
3350.

Wednesday January 30
Author appearance, book reading and signing, Susan Clark,

co-author of Slow Democracy, Phoenix Books Essex, Essex
Shoppes & Cinema, Essex at 6:30 PM. Free. More info:á http://
phoenixbooks.biz or 872-7111.

Thursday January 31
Author appearance, B.A. Shapiro, Phoenix Books Burlington,

191 Bank Street, downtown Burlington, at 6:30 PM. Free. More
info:á http://phoenixbooks.biz or 448-3350.

Saturday February 2
French Canadian Supper, Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Church

Hall, Richmond, 5:00 PM. Pea Soup, Meat Pie, Mashed Potatoes,
Dessert, Beverages, etc. Free Will donation to benefit the charities
of Rosary Council of the Knights of Columbus 4684. For info call
876-7713(evenings) or 434-2521(daytime).

Beginning Genealogy, Sheila Morris from 10:30 AM to 12:00
PM.á She will get you started with this very rewarding hobby. Bring
as much information as you can about your grandparents; births,
marriages, deaths and where they lived.á Afterwards our volun-
teers can help you get started using our many resources. The Ver-
mont Genealogy Library is located on Hegeman Ave, Fort Ethan
Allen, Colchester, across from the State Police Building. We are
open for research Tuesdays 3:00 to 9:30 PM and Saturdays from
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Please visit our website www.vt-fcgs.org/
vtgen.html or call 802-238-5934 for more info.

Sunday February 3
Community Breakfast, VFW Post 6689, 73 Pearl Street, Essex

Junction from 9:00 - 11:00 AM at the (across from Big Lots).á
Sponsored by the Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign Wars.á
All are invited, both members and non-members!áAdults $6 and
Children $3. áCall 878-0700 for more information.

Thursday February 7
Author appearance, Tanya Lee Stone, Phoenix Books

Burlington, 191 Bank Street, downtown Burlington, at 6:30 PM.
Free. More info:á http://phoenixbooks.biz or 448-3350.

Saturday February 9
Using the Drouin/Loiselle Marriage Microfiche, Janet Allard,

from 10:30 AM to 12:00 PM. The Drouin and Loiselle Marriage

records on microfiche at our library contain millions of marriage
records from Quebec in the years 1621 to 1935 and are therefore
genealogical gold mines.  Join us on Saturday, February 9th from
10:30 to 12, as Janet Allard teaches you how to use these invalu-
able resources. The Vermont Genealogy Library is located on
Hegeman Ave, Fort Ethan Allen, Colchester, across from the State
Police Building. We are open for research Tuesdays 3:00 to 9:30
PM and Saturdays from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Please visit our
website www.vt-fcgs.org/vtgen.html or call 802-238-5934 for more
info.

Friday February 15
I Heart Ice Cream Social and Potluck, Smilie Memorial School

and Smilie Community Association, 6:00 - 9:00 PM. All Proceeds
go to Smilie School. Ice Cream donated by Ben and JerryÆs. Tick-
ets: $4.00 per person. Entertainment by Top Hat D.J., 50/50 Raffle,
Door prizes, Dance Competitions & More. Bring a dinner dish to
share, beverages and ice cream provided as well as music and en-
tertainment. Plenty of parking at Smilie Memorial School. Open
to the public. Please contact Brenda Phillips if you would like to
help out at 802-434-5468 or email at bphillips@gmavt.net .You
can also check out our sign up genius page to see what neighbors
are coming and what they are bringing.

COMING EVENTS

ADULT ACTIVITIES
Chittenden County Postage stamps and post card club meets

every first Wed. of the month 6:15 -8:30 PM, A IDX Circle GE
Healthcare Building. South Burlington Information email:
Laineyrapp@yahoo.com or call me at 802 660-4817

The Essex Art League holds monthly meetings at the First Con-
gregational Church, 39 Main St., Essex Jct. For information, 862-
3014.
Drop in Watercolor Painting, Every 3rd Saturday, 9:00 - 11:00
a.m., at the River Arts Center in Morrisville. An opportunity to
refine your watercolor skill set or learn new techniques if you’re a
beginner. Bring your own materials, no registration required, drop
in. Suggested donation $8. Call 888-1261, or visit our website:
www.riverartsvt.org for more details. Join us.

Eagles Auxiliary #3210 holds bingo at the club house on Rt.
109 Friday nights. Doors open at 5:30 PM. Bingo starts at 7:00
PM. For more info contact Sally at 644-5377.
Essex Art League meets the first Thursday of the month, from
9:00 – 11:00 am, at the Essex Junction Congregational Church on
Main Street. The meeting agenda includes a business and social
time, and features a guest artist presentation. A detailed calendar
of meetings is published on the League’s website:
www.essexartleague.com.

The Green Mountain Chapter of the Embroiderer’s Guild of
America meets at 9:30AM at the Pines Senior living community,
7 Aspen Dr, South Burlington, VT 05403. First meeting is compli-
mentary. Bring a bag lunch. Call for dates 372-4255.

Handbell ringers, Tuesday evenings, United Church of
Underhill. All are welcome at rehearsals. Two ensembles; oppor-
tunity for small groups/shorter time periods. We ring a variety of
music in a variety of settings and look forward to new faces join-
ing us. Beginners welcome. Call Roger, 899-3106, for informa-
tion.

Micah’s Men of the United Church of Underhill meet on the
3rd Saturday of each month at the church at 7:30 AM. For more
information call 899-1722.

Mt. Mansfield Scale Modelers gather on the third Thursday of
the month from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. Modelers encompassing all cat-
egories of interest and skill levels are welcome. Brownell Library,
Kolvoord Community Room, Lincoln Street, Essex Junction.

The Women of the United Church of Underhill meet on the
second Saturday of each month at 8:00 AM at the Church located
at the park on Rt. 15 in Underhill Flats. Women interested in shar-
ing Christian prayer and discussions are welcome. Contact Julianne
Nickerson at 899-3798 for more information.
The VT Genealogy Library is located on Hegeman Ave, Fort Ethan
Allen, Colchester, across from the State Police Building. We are
open Tuesdays 3 to 9:30 and Saturdays from 10 to 4. Call 802-

238-5934 for more details or check our website www.vt-fcgs.org.
We have many exciting classes this fall.

Smugglers Notch 55+ Club meets every Wednesday at Smug-
glers Notch for a social time then break into groups to ski. We start
with a brief organizational meeting, coffee and rolls, and then we
head out to the trails in self-selected ability groups, gather infor-
mally throughout the summer for a wide variety of outdoor activi-
ties. Membership benefits include various discounts at Smuggs.
For more information call Deborah at 644-5455 or just attend a
meeting at the Morse base lodge starting at 9:00 AM every Wednes-
day.

HEALH EVENTS & GROUPS
Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting, “Wing It” group meets Sun-

days - 11:00 AM at Maple Leaf Farm on Stevensville Road,
Underhill - it’s an Open Speaker meeting followed by a Brunch
(there is a $10 charge for the brunch)

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting, “The Firing Line” group meets
Wednesdays, 7:15 PM - 8:15 PM at Maple Leaf Farm on
Stevensville Road, Underhill - it’s an Open Step meeting

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting, “The Firing Line” group meets
Saturdays, 8:00 – 9:00 PM at Maple Leaf Farm on Stevensville
Road, Underhill - it’s an Open Speaker Discussion meeting

Alzheimer’s Support Group - Free educational support group
series for families coping with a loved one with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and related dementias. This series gives caregivers the oppor-
tunity to better understand and develop strategies for the future.
Held monthly at The Arbors at Shelburne. For more information
and to register, contact Nicole Houston, Director of Family Ser-
vices, The Arbors at Shelburne, 985-8600.
International Cesarean Awareness Network supporting moth-
ers and families recovering from or learning about cesareans and
vbac’s. ICAN support groups next meeting is October 14 at 4:00
PM at Maitri Health Care in Bouth Burlington with special guest
Polly Perez. For more information email ICANvt@gmail.com or
call Jessilyn at 644-6700.
American Cancer Society Man to Man Prostate Cancer Sup-
port Group Meeting, Tuesday July 10, 6:00 to 8:00 PM. Hope
Lodge, Lois McClure-Bee Tabakin Building, 237 East Ave.,
Burlington, open discussion. Discussion topics may include pros-
tate cancer treatment options and the current research studies; lat-
est management for side effects of your treatment of choice; per-
sonal anecdotes; exercise, diet and nutrition; and the latest internet
buzz. Faciliator, Mary L Guyette, RN, MS, ACNS-BC, Men newly
diagnosed, men dealing with recurrent prostate cancer, men deal-
ing with the side effects of treatment, and men who have been
successfully treated for the disease. Any men dealing with advanced
prostate cancer are also encouraged to attend in order to benefit
both themselves and others through the sharing of experiences.
For more information contact Mary L. Guyette RN, MS, 802-274-
4990, vmary@aol.com or Sophia Morton, American Cancer Soci-
ety, 802-872-6308 or Sophia.morton@cancer.org.

Overeaters Anonymous meets 6:00 – 7:00 PM Wednesdays at
the Jericho United Methodist Church, VT Rt. 15, Jericho. TOPS
Chapter 145 Jeffersonville meets 6:15 PM on Thursdays at the
Eagles Club, Route 109, Jeffersonville. Weigh-in 5:15– 6:00 PM.

Healing Circle Breast Cancer Network, support group for
women with breast cancer, meets first Tuesday of every month at
5:30 PM, Northwestern Medical Center, Conference Room #1.
RSVP at 524-8479.

Franklin County Prostate Cancer Support Group, first Tues-
day of each month, 5:15 - 7:00 PM, Northwestern Medical Center
Conference Room #2, St. Albans. This support group offers men
opportunities to educate themselves and each other; share and learn
from each other’s experiences; offer support to each other, a spouse
or partner; and advocate early detection of prostate cancer. For
information, Fern Mercure, 524-0719.

Statewide Quit Line, Telephone Smoking Cessation Counsel-
ing. Call 1-877-YES-QUIT (1-877-937-7848). Free.

Tobacco Cessation Classes, Every Wednesday, 5:00-6:00PM,
Cambridge Health Center Conference Room. For more informa-
tion or to sign up CONTACT: Rorie Dunphey RN 644-5114.

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting, “Keep It Simple” group meets
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 8:00 – 9:00 PM and Satur-
days, 6:30 – 7:30 PM at the United Church of Underhill, Underhill
Flats.

KIDS
Playgroups are free of charge and open to all children birth

through age 5 and their caregivers. At playgroup you will find sto-
ries, songs, crafts, free play, local events & information, and more.
It is a wonderful opportunity to play with the children in your life,
meet other playmates, and connect with other parents and
caregivers. Playgroups follow the school calendar. Come to any or
all groups that fit your schedule. For more information on any of
the playgroups, please contact Heather Lebeis at 899-4415 or
underhillplaygroup@yahoo.com.

Mondays: Jericho Community Center, 9:30-11:00 AM
Wednesdays: Richmond Free Library, 8:45-10:15 AM
Thursdays: Bolton’s Smilie School, 9:00-11:00 AM the 1st and

3rd Thursdays of the month
Thursdays: Huntington, 11:00 AM-12:30 PM at Huntington

Public Library
Fridays: Underhill Central School, 9:30-11:00 AM
Kids’ Yoga, 3-5 years & 6 years and up. Toddler tumbling and

new moms’ groups. The Well, 644-6700.
Early Literacy Storytime , Thursdays, 11:00 AM at Westford

Public Library. Stories and activities utilizing early literacy con-
cepts for age’s birth-preschool. Drop-in; no registration needed.

We welcome new families. For
more info, contact Victoria at
878-5639 or
westford_pl@vals.state.vt.us, or
visit our website
www.westford.lib.vt.us and click
on Events @ Your Library.

SENIORS/COMMUNITY
MEALS

Jeri-Hill XYZ Seniors meet
at the Town Hall in Underhill
Center on the first and third
Wednesday of each month. All
seniors are welcome. Dinners are
served at 11:30 AM. For infor-
mation, please call Bette Work-
man, 899-4446, Loreen Teer,
899-1363 or Doug Keith 899-
2582.

ONGOING EVENTS

Ongoing
continued on page 5
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Thursday January 24
Holiday Inn, So. Burlington, 11:00 AM check in,

11:30 AM lunch, Turkey Dinner

Friday, January 25
United Church , Hinesburg

12:00 noon, Shepherd’s Pie with Low Sodium Gravy, Spinach,
Pumpernickel Bread, Rice Pudding

Monday January 28
Covenant Church , Essex Ctr., 12:00 noon

Pork Stew with Potatoes and Vegetables, Cole Slaw, Biscuit,
Mandarin Oranges

Tuesday January 29
Ray’s Seafood, Essex Jct., 10:30 AM check in, 11:00 AM lunch

Wednesday January 30
Ponderosa, Williston, Check in 11:00 AM, Lunch at 11:15 AM

All you can eat Buffet

Thursday January 31
Dutch Mill, Shelburne Rd. Shelburne

Check in 10:30 AM, Lunch at 11:00 AM
Grilled Chicken Breast

 Friday February 1
Hinesburg Mealsite 11:30 AM

Monday February 4
Covenant Church, Essex Ctr., 12:00 noon

Hot Turkey Sandwich with Sodium Gravy, Mashed Potatoes,
Spinach, Cranberry Sauce, Ice Cream

Tuesday February 5
Ray’s Seafood, Essex Jct.

10:30 AM check in, 11:00 AM lunch
Fried Haddock

Wednesday February 6
JP’s Diner & Deli, River Road, Essex Jct.

10:30 AM check in, 11:00 AM lunch
Chicken and Biscuits

Thursday February 7
Bridge Street, Richmond, Check in 10:30 AM,

Lunch 11:00 AM, Chicken and Biscuits

SENIOR MEALS

Johnson Community Meal - Every 2nd & 4th Wednesday,
11:30AM-12:30pm at the United Church in Johnson. Come for a
hot meal and get to know your neighbors. The meal will be fol-
lowed by a community gathering. For more information, please
contact: Ellen Hill: 635-1439, ellen.hill@jsc.edu.

Westford Senior lunches – Join Westford Seniors for lunch at
the Red Brick Meeting House on the Common the second Monday
of each month. The next senior luncheon is on Monday, Septem-
ber 13. There is no lunch in July or August. Lunch is served at
12:00 noon with a short meeting or presentation following. Call
878-7405 or 879-7382 for information or for a ride.

Bolton Up and Downtown Club meets the last Thursday of the
month at the Bolton Fire station. Suggested $3.00 donation. Meal
at 5:00 PM. Open to adults 60 and over. Contact Doris Wheelock
at 434-3769.

Huntington senior meal site – The Huntington Senior meals
are served the third Tuesday of each month at 12:00 noon at the
Community Baptist Church in Huntington Center.

St. Jude’s Church, Hinesburg, senior meals held on second and
fourth Wednesday of each month with bingo games after the din-
ners. Everyone is welcome including caregivers. Dinners are $3.00
per person. For information call Ted Barrette at 453-3087.

Starksboro First Baptist Church, Starksboro - senior meals,
fourth Thursday of the month, 11:30 AM, call Brenda Boutin at
802-453-6354 for more information.

“Good Food for All” free dinners , 2nd Thursday of each month
at the United Church of Underhill, Rt. 15, Underhill Flats, from 5
- 7 p.m., and on the last Thursday of each month at Calvary Epis-
copal Church, Rt. 15, Underhill Flats, 5 - 7 p.m.  Everyone in the
communities is invited.

SPORTS ACTIVITIES
Ongoing Pilate classes at Dakini Studio in Underhill. Mon and

Thurs at 6:00 PM call 899-4191 to register. Find more information
and other scheduled classes at dakinistudio.wordpress.com.

Qi Gong, the ancient Chinese art of movement, classes are as
follows: Saturdays 9-10AM—562 VT Rt. 15, Johnson; Saturdays
11AM-12PM—River Arts, Morrisville; Sundays 11:15AM-
12:15PM—Artful Cup, Jeffersonville.

Yoga Classes:  Offered by Betsy Walkerman, Living Bridges
Studio in Underhill, convenient to both Jericho and Underhill. 
Tuesdays at 8:30 am and Sundays at 9:00 am.  For info:
BetsyWalkerman@gmail.com or call 899-4641

Zumba, Fairfax - Tuesdays 7:00-8:00 PM and Saturdays 9:00-
10:00 AM. Contact Pam Adams 370-4437 or pamaj68@aol.com.

Zumba Fitness, Monday evenings only, 5:30 - 6:30 PM, at
the River Arts Center in Morrisville. Zumba Fitness with
certified instructor, Karen Machia. No registration required, drop
in. Call 888-1261, or visit our website: www.riverartsvt.org for
more details.

SUPPORT GROUPS
CFS, Fibromyalgia, Lyme Disease, Chemical Sensitivity and

Gulf War Syndrome, 1:00 to 3:00 PM every third Thursday at:
The Bagel Cafe, Ethan Allen Shopping Center Burlington, VT call
or visit website www.vtcfids.org or Lainey at 802 660-4817 or 800-
296-1445 ask for Rik

Alzheimer’s support group, third Wednesday, 9:30 – 11:30 AM,
The Arbors, 687 Harbor Rd., Shelburne. Free education for indi-
viduals and families in the early stages of Alzheimer’s disease and
related dementias. For information and to register, contact Nicole
Houston, 985-8600.

Approach Autism With Advocacy, Recovery & Education
(AAWARE) in the Lamoille Valley, third Sunday, 3:00 – 5:00 PM,
Second Congregational Church of Jeffersonville Community Room,
Jeffersonville. Special topics, guest speakers, resource informa-
tion; playroom for kids, fenced side yard for outdoor play. For

information, Terry Holden, 644-2759 (Jeffersonville) or Tina Karl,
888-3430 (Hyde Park.)

Veterans Job Networking, Wednesdays, 9:30 – 11:00 AM, VFW
Post, Essex Jct.; 1:00 – 2:30 PM, American Legion Post, St. Albans.

Eating Disorders Parental Support Group, third Wednesday,
7:00 – 9:00 PM, Covenant Community Church, VT Rt. 15, Essex
Center. For parents of children with or at risk of anorexia or bu-
limia. We focus on being a resource and providing reference points
for old and new ED parents. For information, Peter, 899-2554.

TOWN GOVERNMENT & ORGANIZATIONS
Cambridge Area Rotary meets on the first Thursday of the

month, rotating to local restaurants, 7:00 – 8:00 AM. For informa-
tion, call Anita Lotto, 793- 0856, or Chuck Hogan, 644-8134.

Westford Fire Department, Mondays, 7:00 PM, at the fire sta-
tion next to the Town Garage. For information, email John Quinn,
jquinninvt@aol.com

Jericho-Underhill Water District meets first Monday of each
month at the United Church of Underhill, Underhill Flats, 7:00
PM. For information, call 899-4076 or 899-3810.

Jericho Historical Society, second Thursday, 7:30 PM, Old Red
Mill, Jericho.

Jericho Underhill Park District Board meeting, first and third
Wednesdays, 7:00 PM, Deborah Rawson Memorial Library project
room, Jericho. Residents of Jericho and Underhill always welcome.
899-2693 for information.

Jericho Energy Task Force meets the second Tuesday of every
month from 7:00 to 8:30 PM at Jericho Town Hall.

Jericho Water District  - the Board of Water Commissioners of
the Village of Jericho, Inc. will hold their monthly meeting on
Tuesday December 18, 2012 at 7:00 PM. This meeting will be
held at the Old Red Mill on 4B Red Mill Drive in Jericho.

THRIFT SHOPS & FOOD SHELVES
The Heavenly Cents Thrift Shop located just east of the Five

Corners in Essex Jct. on Rte 15, the hours are from 10:00 AM to
3:00 PM on Tues. and Wed., 4:00 to 8:00 PM on Thurs. Please
check us out.

Westford Food Shelf, open on the third Saturday of every month,
8:00 – 10:30 AM, United Church of Westford. All are welcome.
Fresh produce, meat, and non-food items available.

Ongoing continued from page 4 Donate Life group presents
When Mater Christi School Principal, Mr. Paul Jette, donated

one of his kidneys, he did not imagine that in a little over a year, he
would be hosting a Donate Life meeting at his school. Usually the
group meets at an area hospital, but there were so many members
of the group (about 35) in December that the space was not ad-
equate. Mr. Jette suggested that the next meeting be held in the
library at Mater Christi School. He knew that the members of the
MCS community would fully approve of this offer since it had
been so overwhelmingly proud of his organ donation. The stu-
dents in particular had, at the time, many questions and were im-
pressed by not only the generosity of, but the science behind, or-
gan donations.

About ten members of Donate Life showed up for the January
13 meeting – a smaller group than expected (could the Patriot’s
game been responsible for this?). What the group lacked in num-
bers it more than made up for in spirit. The men and women also
represented a true cross-section of the Donate Life Groups across
the US; young and older; those who had donated an organ, either
one of their own or those of a loved one who had died unexpect-
edly; those who had received one or two organs; and those who are
on a waiting list. There were also persons there solely to show
support for a friend or relative.

Donate Life Vermont’s mission is to bring awareness and edu-
cation to Vermont communities about the importance and need for
organ donors while providing the tools to take action.

The Group at MCS discussed ways in which it could educate
more people about the need for organ donors and the process for
donating an organ.

Some information that came through at the meeting: In the United
States, more than 110,000 men, women and children are waiting
for organ transplants ; Every 14 minutes another name gets added
to the waiting list ; An average of 18 people die a day due to lack of
available organs ; One organ and tissue donor can save or enhance
the lives of up to 50 patients

The meeting began with a group photo of those present and ended
with sharing refreshments and informal conversation. When asked
his feelings, on the anniversary of his gift of a kidney, Mr. Jette
said, “If I had them to give, I would give 12 more!”

For more information about the donating organs, visit
Donatelifevt.org
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Fighting medicare fraud
Ray Hurd, Acting Regional Administrator
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services,

Boston Regional Office
Recently, while sitting at home on a Sunday afternoon, I re-

ceived an email from a concerned friend asking about a potential
Medicare scam. Their mother had received a call from someone
claiming to be from Medicare who was offering to provide some
free medical equipment. All that was needed to complete the trans-
action was a Medicare number. I quickly replied that the phone
call was indeed a scam because no one from Medicare would ever
call and ask you to provide your Medicare number.

Health care fraud is a serious problem affecting communities
across the country. It has many faces and criminals are becoming
more sophisticated in their efforts to scam the system. Although it
is rare, some of the most troubling cases involve medical profes-
sionals – the same individuals with whom we entrust our care. The
vast majority of providers are honest; however, the very small per-
centage that are not can cost taxpayers billions of dollars and put
beneficiaries’ health and well-being at risk. Health care fraud drives
up costs for everyone in the system and endangers the future of
programs more than 100 million Americans depend on every day.

Maintaining the integrity of the Medicare program is a top pri-
ority for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).
With our law enforcement partners, we have put in place a set of
comprehensive measures to fight fraud and abuse and our efforts
are paying off. In 2011, together, we recovered a record $4.1 bil-
lion in taxpayer dollars.

Providers and suppliers who want to participate in Medicare
must now pass a tougher set of screening procedures. High risk
categories of providers and suppliers receive additional scrutiny
before they’re able to bill Medicare, Medicaid and the Children’s
Health Insurance Program (CHIP). CMS also has new authority to
suspend payments during fraud investigations.

Those individuals who commit fraud face tougher rules and sen-
tences. New penalties for individuals engaging in Medicare fraud
and abuse reflect the seriousness of the crimes with sentences be-
tween 20 and 50 percent longer for the biggest offenses. From
2008 to 2011, there has been a 75 percent increase in individuals
charged with criminal health care fraud.

CMS has also implemented a new Fraud Prevention System that
uses predictive modeling technology, similar to the technology that
credit card companies use to flag suspicious activity, to review
medical claims before they are paid. Since the technology was first
introduced in 2011, all Part A and B Medicare claims – over one
billion – have run through the system. During the first year, the
system initiated 536 new investigations and helped stop, prevent,
or identify an estimated $115 million in fraudulent payments.

These changes are making a difference, but our most important
ally in the fight against fraud is you – the health care consumer.
Here are a few ways you can guard your benefits and join us in the
fight against fraud:

Guard your Medicare number. Do not share it with anyone other
than your doctor or other Medicare-approved health care provider.

Don’t give credit card or other financial information to anyone
calling saying he or she represents Medicare. Medicare will never
call and ask for your bank accounts or credit card numbers, and we
also never ask people for their Social Security or Medicare num-
bers in a blind call.

Never use another person’s Medicare card or allow anyone else
to use yours.

Beware of suspicious activities. Do not allow anyone except
your doctor or other Medicare-approved provider to review your
medical records or recommend services.

Never let anyone give you “free” equipment or supplies in ex-
change for your Medicare number.

Review your Medicare Summary Notice thoroughly to ensure
you received each service listed and all the details are correct.

· Report any and all suspicions of fraud by calling 1-800-
HHS-TIPS or 1-800-MEDICARE.

Notes from Montpelier
By Rep. Bill Frank
After the pomp and circumstance of the first week of this bien-

nium the Speaker announced the committee assignments and we
were off to work. I was again assigned to the Human Services com-
mittee and our first order of business was to review the budget
adjustment requests of the Agency of Human Services. The budget
adjustment bill was passed on January 23rd, the day before Gover-
nor Shumlin presented his budget address to the legislature for
fiscal year 2014.

In my last column I wrote about the need for discussing our
differing thoughts on the need for some sort of gun regulations at
the federal and or the state level. I have received many emails with
your opinion and welcome all to write me. But this is far from the
only issue that you may want to share your opinion with me; here
are some others I would like to hear your opinion on.

The Vermont income tax structure is already progressive. That
is, people who make more money pay income tax at a higher rate.
In 2011, 1% of Vermont’s richest taxpayers were saved from pay-
ing over $100 million in taxes because of federal tax cut exten-
sions. There will likely be legislation seeking a one year surcharge
- or a permanent tax increase - on the very wealthy so that Vermont
could access that tax revenue. Low and middle-income earners are
unlikely to be affected.

In 2006, Vermont created a database of pharmaceutical drugs
prescribed in the state for use by health care professionals. Last
year, despite opposition from civil liberties advocates, law enforce-
ment officials sought to seek increased access to the database in
order to investigate and prosecute cases of illegal use of pharma-
ceutical drugs. The Vermont House and Senate disagreed and the
bill died in conference committee. I expect the bill to be intro-
duced again this year.

Over a decade ago, Oregon passed a Death with Dignity law
that permitted a physician to provide terminally-ill patients with
medication to hasten the end their life. A similar bill has been pro-
posed in Vermont in 3 of the 4 bienniums I have served. I expect
the same bill, or one that is very similar, will probably be intro-
duced and first taken up by the Senate this year. If it passes the
Senate it will probably come to the House Human Services com-
mittee where I sit.

Under federal and state law, it is illegal to possess marijuana. If
Vermont were to decriminalize possession, it would likely apply
only to very small amounts, probably 2 oz or less. This change
would not “legalize” marijuana, nor would it change the federal
government’s power to prosecute. A person found in possession of
small amounts of marijuana would likely face a civil ticket (similar
to a traffic ticket) instead of criminal charges.

Vermont physicians are reporting an alarming rise in the num-
ber of pertussis, “whooping cough” and other infectious diseases
in Vermont’s children. At the same time, immunization rates are
dropping. We will likely see a bill to eliminate the philosophical
and/or religious exemption that a parent may currently claim in
order to enroll their child in school without the required vaccina-
tions.

These and many other bills will be introduced for action. Share
your thoughts and opinions on them, or anything else, either by
email: Bill@RepBillFrank.com; on Facebook: facebook.com/
RepBillFrank; phone: 899-3136; or mail: 19 Poker Hill Rd,
Underhill, 05489; or at my next Legislative Forum, February 19 at
the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, 6:30-8:00 PM.

Legislative report
By Rep. Rebecca Ellis

    Legislative Report from Rep. Rebecca Ellis:  I am honored to
be serving again in the Legislature in 2013-14, representing the
towns of Bolton, Huntington and Waterbury.  Climate change is a
high priority for me and for the Legislature in 2013.   In his inau-
gural address on January 9th, House Speaker Shap Smith spoke
directly to this issue:  “While we have passed energy bills that
pave the way for a cleaner environment, and a reduced dependency
on foreign oil, we have increasingly been witness to dramatic
weather events. The drought that engulfed so much of the country
last summer, and the second hurricane to ravage the eastern sea-
board in as many years are examples of how devastating natural
disasters are likely to be the norm in the future.”
    Speaker Smith continued: “That is why we must adapt and act
swiftly to address the threat of global climate change.    Our ac-
tions must include efforts to reduce future impacts to our climate,
but must also recognize that our climate has been altered and it is
likely we cannot do anything about it. And we must acknowledge
that those changes will have impacts on Vermonters.”
This will be my third year on the Natural Resources and Energy
Committee.  Our committee will be taking testimony from Ver-
mont businesses that are already beginning to feel the impact of
climate change, including ski resorts and the winter tourism indus-
try. We will also take testimony on how businesses are adapting to
climate change, and what steps we can take to slow down warm-
ing.
    Thermal efficiency “meaning how we heat and cool homes and
businesses” will be at the top of our list.   About one-third of
Vermont’s energy usage, and about approximately one-third of our
carbon footprint, is from heating and cooling.  Transportation is
the other major contributor to carbon emissions in Vermont.
Through better insulation and other building improvements,
homeowners can reduce heating costs and carbon footprint at the
same time, making weatherization programs a win-win for every-
body.  Our committee also looks forward to hearing from the
Governor’s Task Force on Thermal Efficiency, which will publish
its recommendations on January 15.
    Within the legislature, a tri-partisan “climate caucus” has al-
ready started meeting to explore initiatives that cross both party
and committee lines.  Over 35 legislators attended the first meet-
ing of the caucus, reflecting a shared sense of urgency.  Many top-
ics related to climate change were discussed, ranging from land
use development and transportation policy, to local foods and ther-
mal efficiency.  How well we respond to the climate change crisis
will have a significant impact on our generation and on those that
follow, in ways we probably cannot yet even imagine.
    I always look forward to hearing from you.  My cell phone num-
ber is 839-0515 and my email address is ellisvermont@yahoo.com.
 

From Montpelier
Rep. Tom Stevens

And So it Begins!
The 2013 Legislative session started on January 9 as it always

does, full of tradition and pomp, coupled with the enthusiasm of a
new beginning and balanced by the sober realities that face the
State of Vermont. Committees, where the work is really done, were
assigned in both the House and Senate and bills were readied for
introduction. There have been powerful, people-fueled demonstra-
tions by the Vermont Worker’s Center and the Homeless Coali-
tion. It has been a busy week, more celebratory than nose-to-the-
grindstone, but that will change quickly.

I have been reassigned to the General, Housing and Military
Affairs committee, and have been named Clerk. This will be my
fifth year on this committee. The issues that come before us tend to
be those difficult subjects that don’t fit neatly into any of the other
committees, such as alcohol and lottery law, labor and workplace
law, affordable housing and other housing safety related issues, as
well as those pertaining to veterans and the National Guard’s state-
wide mission.

Overall, it is clear that we will address another anticipated bud-
get shortfall, and while we are legally able to operate with a defi-
cit, our policy is to pass a balanced budget every year. This will not
change. 

I will also be focusing on supporting the administration’s effort
to rebuild the state office campus in Waterbury as soon as pos-
sible. Given the enormity of the task, I am not surprised by the
recent delays, but I think Waterbury, and those state workers who
live nearby in Huntington, Buels Gore, Bolton, Richmond and
Duxbury, are anxious to see the reconstruction begin, if for no
other reason than to know we are moving forward. To this end, I
will once again lead a ‘Flood Recovery Caucus,’ designed to keep
legislators informed about the nuances of the discussions between
FEMA and the state, as well as the progress of the process still
before us, not only as a result of Irene, but also the extreme weather
we saw in May 2011.

If you are interested in receiving infrequent informational
emails during the session, please send me an email and I will put
you on my list. You may also visit my website:
www.stevensvermont.com. I will post there during the session as
well on particular issues that come forward, from gun safety to
death with dignity, from our mental health care system to the
new health care exchange.

As always, please do not hesitate to call or email with your
cares and concerns. It is my pleasure to serve you and will
continue to do so to the best of my ability. My email is
tom@stevensvermont.com and my home phone number is 244-
4164.

DEBORAH RAWSON LIBRARY, UNDERHILL
January Story Times - Stories, songs, fingerplays, snack and

craft for preschoolers and their caregivers. Drop in no registration
needed. Thursday January 24 at 10:00.

Books and Bingo - Wednesday January 23, 2:45 PM - Enjoy
listening to a story read by Grace and then join your friends for a
lively game of bingo. Refreshments will be served. For students
in grades 1 - 4. Advance registration required call 899-4962.

Baby Time - Join Abby Retzloff for board books, lap rhymes
and songs appropriate for babies 18 months and younger. This is
a wonderful time for parents and childcare providers to connect
with one another and to share ideas. Siblings welcome. Wed, Janu-
ary 30 at 10:30 AM. Drop in, no registration needed.

Middle/High School Pizza and Book Event at the Deborah
Rawson Library

If you like to read we’d like your help. Meet with friends for a
discussion about favorite books and make recommendations of
books to be added to our library collection. You may use this event
for community service hours. Friday February 8 from 3:00 to 4:00
pm. Advance registration needed call 899-4962.

Library hours: Tuesday 12:00 – 8:00 PM, Wednesday 10:00
AM – 6:00 PM, Thursday 12:00 – 8:00 PM, Friday 10:00 AM –
6:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, Sunday 1:00 – 4:00
PM, closed Monday. For information on any of the library’s pro-
grams, call 899-4962.

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Thursday January 24, 3-4:15 PM: Read to a Dog. - Kids can

read a book of their choice to a fuzzy, friendly dog. To sign-up for
a time slot, call (849-2420) or stop by the library.

Tuesday January 29, 3:00-4:00 PM: Chess Club. Play chess to
your heart’s delight every Tuesday afternoon. Receive expert ad-
vice from a skilled instructor and play games with others. Boards
and chess pieces are provided, though you can certainly bring
your own. Free, for all ages and abilities.
Tuesday January 29, 6:30-7:30 PM: People Helping People Glo-
bal, Have you heard of micro-lending before? Did you know that
we have an international micro-lending organization right here in
Fairfax? Please join us on Tuesday January 29 at 6:30 PM to learn
more about the non-profit organization, People Helping People
Global. PHPG has been helping people living on less than $2 a
day start businesses and raise themselves out of extreme poverty
since 2009. The co-founders, Alex Tuck and Isabel Gamm, will
be at the Fairfax Library to give a talk and head a discussion about
the organization and its work. You can learn more about the orga-
nization at http://phpgmicrolending.org.
Thursday January 31, 6:30-7:30 PM: Intro to Digital Resources. -
Did you receive a new tablet or eReader for Christmas? Did you
know you can access a wide range of digital services on your digi-
tal device with just your library card? Resources include: Listen
Up! Vermont audio and eBooks, One Click Digital audio books,
Universal Class Adult Continuing Ed. Courses, and more! We’ll
be giving a free tutorial here at the library. Free.
Friday February 1 (3:00-6:00 PM) and Saturday February 2 (10:00
AM-12:00 PM): Stuffed Animal Sleepover. Young ones’ favorite
stuffed animals spend the night at the library. What happens when
stuffed animals take over the library? On Friday, from 3 to 6 pm,
children can drop off their stuffed animal with the librarians in the
children’s section. In the morning, children can come pick their
animals up and watch a slideshow of the stuffed animals’ night at
the library, from 10:00 to 12:00 PM. Free, for children of all ages.

EVERY TUESDAY: Fairfax Community Library Story Hour.
Join us for stories, crafts, and activities from 9:30-10:30 AM. For
ages 0-6. January 29: [10:00-11:00 AM] Cats & Kittens. Special
guests: the Franklin County Humane Society and friends.
Fairfax Community Library: 75 Hunt St., Fairfax, Vermont, 05454;
Phone: 849-2420 Program Planner: Karyn Norwood at

LIBRARY NEWS

Library news continued on page 7
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VEHICLE / METAL REMOVAL

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

HOME IMPROVMENT

FIREWOOD / FORESTRY HOME IMPROVMENT

knorwood@fwsu.org; Library News: http://www.bfafairfax.com/
pages/communitylibrarynews.html. Facebook page: http://
www.facebook.com/home.php?#./pages/Fairfax-Community-Li-
brary. School Year Library Hours: Monday, Wednesday 8:00 AM
- 5:30 PM; Tuesday and Thursday 8:00 AM – 8:00 PM; Friday
8:00 AM - 3:15 PM; Saturday 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM.

JERICHO CENTER, LIBRARY
Used Book Sale Chair - The library is seeking one or more indi-

viduals to organize the annual April used book sale at the library. If
you are interested in volunteering to chair this fun event or have
additional questions, please contact board co-chair Chris Kiegle at
ckiegle@comcast.net

Watt’s Up with Your Watts? —
Thanks to the Jericho Energy Task Force, the library now has a
power analyzer / watt and electricity meter available for check out.
Library cardholders can borrow the meter to check appliance power
usage and potential energy costs in your own home.

Preschool Story Hour - Join us each Wednesday from 10:00 –
11:00 AM for story hour, with not only stories but also music, a
craft and a light snack.

Library news continued from page 6
Adult Writing Group - Do you like to write? Please consider

joining the writers’ group for adults that meets every other Mon-
day evening from 6:30-8:00 pm. If you are interested in this free
program call the library at 899-4686 for more details.

“Like” the Library on Facebook - If you’re a Facebook user, be
sure to “Like” the Jericho Town Library page — it’s a great way to
keep up on all the latest news and events as well as engage with
your neighbors on library-related topics. (Search for “Jericho Town
Library” in the Facebook search box or use this link to access our
page directly: http://www.facebook.com/Jericho-Town-Library/)

Library hours are Monday 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM, Wednesday 10:00
AM - 12:00 PM and 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM, Friday 1:00 PM - 5:00
PM, and Saturday 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM. For more information,
call the library at 899-4686, email Jerichotownlibraryatgmail.com,
or visit the library website at www.jerichotownlibrary.org.

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY, WESTFORD
Call to Artists - The Westford Public Library seeks material to

exhibit in our display case and on our walls. Local artists of all

ages and any medium: photographers, sculptors, painters, fiber
artists, wood workers, etc. are encouraged to get in touch with us
about showing off your work and talent at the library.

Submissions will be accepted on a rolling basis throughout 2013.
Selections are not competitive, and will be selected by the librar-
ian and approved by the library Board of Trustees. We hope to
schedule several artists for the months to follow. Artwork displayed
does not necessarily represent the views of the library.
Please send an email to the librarian,
westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com, call 802-878-5639, or drop
by the library to find out more.

Upcoming Events: Saturday January 26, 12:00 PM, Sydney Lea,
Poet Laureate of Vermont, will be visiting the Westford Public Li-
brary for a reading of his poetry and prose. Snacks will be served.
The library is open Wednesday 1:00-7:00 PM, Thursday 10:00-
6:00 PM, Friday noon-6:00 PM, and Saturday 10:00 AM-2:00 PM.
We can be reached at 878-5639, westford@platvals.state.vt.us, and
www.westford.lib.vt.us.

United Way tries new approach to
tackle poverty

The Cornerstone project is designed to reduce and work towards
the elimination of poverty in Lamoille County using the philoso-
phy and knowledge gained through the “Bridges out of Poverty”
movement. This project is a critical component of the New Foun-
dations (transitional housing) program because of the pivotal role
it plays in providing a vehicle for moving people out of poverty
and into self-sufficiency. The program is done in groups and is
designed to benefit the entire community.

According to the 2010 U.S. Census, 12.7% of Lamoille County
residents live below the poverty level. (quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/
states/50/50015.html). This is higher than the state average of
11.3%. Despite the best efforts of many in the community, poverty
is at an all-time high in Lamoille County. United Way feels it is
time to try some new approaches.

A project like “Cornerstone” has been discussed in our commu-
nity for many years and is being incorporated now as a part of
United Way’s move-to-impact process.

On a broad level, United Way is committed to providing leader-
ship for programs which guide people to economic self-sufficiency.
As part of the plan to ensure our New Foundations program is
successful, support from the community is needed.

Two sets of community volunteers will work towards the goal of
reducing poverty at the same time:

The first group is comprised of people who are living in pov-
erty. This group will investigate the reasons they are in poverty
and will work to improve their financial situation and quality of
life by learning what it takes to become self-sufficient.  Partici-
pants in the New Foundations program and veterans will be given
priority placement in this group.

The second group is made up of community members who are
not experiencing poverty themselves (although they may have in
the past) and who have an interest in, and passion for, reducing
poverty in our community.

United Way will work closely with RSVP & the Volunteer Cen-
ter to recruit and coordinate the volunteer participants in both
groups.

United Way will launch this project right away. Trainings will
take place at a location in the community that is easy to access. In
order to accommodate work schedules, trainings will be held in
the evenings and weekend mornings. United Way staff has received
all the training necessary to make this program successful.

United Way’s goal is to hold the first orientation in late Febru-
ary. At this training, each group will learn what the time commit-
ment and expectations are.  After the initial orientation, there will
be a series of trainings for each group held once a week for 8 to 10
weeks.

Towards the end of the trainings, there will be several potluck
dinners scheduled so both groups can meet and have a chance to
get to know each other. The support and solutions for the commu-
nity and the individuals experiencing poverty will eventually be
discussed to turn ideas into action.

For more information or to get involved in this program, please
call Karina or Dawn at 888-3252.

Lions Remember, Honor, and Celebrate
On a crisp, clear, late December evening about twelve community

members came together on the green at DAR Park in Underhill Flats to
light the Jericho Underhill Lions Club “Tree of Lights”. The lighting cer-
emony included a short poem and a reading of all the names dedicated
this year. The Lions tree project performs two very important community
functions. For a small donation, a community member can “light” a bulb
on the tree remembering, honoring, or celebrating a family member, a
neighbor, or a member of our armed services who have had an influence
on their lives. All the money raised, by lighting the tree, goes to the Lions
Club Scholarship Fund. For more than eight years the club has awarded
up to three scholarships to Mt. Mansfield HS seniors or community mem-
bers who are already enrolled in an institution of higher learning. Appli-
cations for this scholarship continue to be available through VSAC.

The following names were read at this year’s dedication: We REMEM-
BER -Children & Staff of Sandy Hook Elementary School, Maurice
Rexford, Clifford & June Gee, Dick Eldred, Rev. William Beldan, Ken &
Caroline Petch, Mary E. Thomas, John & Helen Teer, Charles Martin,
David Sullivan, Lou Farmer, Ole & Ella Berg, Bill & Ada Siebrasse, John
& Betty Berg, James Nassau, Nan Ferguson, Helen Gregg, Matt Randy,
Phyllis Waite, Helen Waite, Donald Gier, Guy Matteson, Frederic Weston,
Dorothy Hunt, Albert Hunt, Ruben Canepa, Levi Murray, Betty Russin,
Geoff Forsey, Livona Jenks Allen, Dayle Pigeon, Brandon Kilburn, Timo-
thy R. Anderson Michael Eiss, Rozelle Van Dalen, Victims of Super Storm
Sandy, Chester Willey, Arlene Willey, Jeanne Sumner Crane, Maurice A.
Williamson Jr, Jean G. Grinnell, Suzanne Carney, Ralph C. Tucker, Michael
S. Tucker, Frank Drake, Donna Cowett, Roger Clokey, Glen Clokey,
Howard Fetters, Adine Fetters, Mark Fetters, “Ami” Rita Fetters, Mike
Bailey, Peter O’Brien, Milt Bassett, Christine Blades, Arthur F. Blades
Sr, Bill Blades, Patricia Taggart, Grannie Mae Hinkle & “Bentley”, Stearns
B. Allen Sr, Douglas Allen, Carlos Lescieur, Whitney Allen. We CEL-
EBRATE Cindy Berg, Loreen Teer, Rowland T. Anderson, Harold P. Ander-
son, Sid Waite, the O’Neill & Taggart Family, Carol Baseley. We HONOR
Sharon Damkot, Col. Christopher Byler, Virginia T. Tucker, Kathy
Williamson

The Jericho Underhill Lions Club would like to thank all our friends
and neighbors who found it in their hearts to light a bulb this holiday
season, and to help support our youth in their search for continued educa-
tion. For more information regarding the JU Lions Club or this project
you can call 899-3122.

Robert Orville Jackson, 91, of
Westford, VT, died Sunday January 13,
2013 at the Green Mountain Nursing
Home in Colchester. Bob was born in
Westford on October 2, 1921, the young-
est son of Orville and Ethel (Leach) Jack-
son. Losing both of his parents at a young
age, Bob and his older brothers worked
on the family farm during their child-
hood, maintaining it the best they knew

how, cutting wood, sugaring, farming and doing odd jobs to earn
money. He attended graded school in Westford, graduated from
BFA in Fairfax with the Class of 1940. He then continued his edu-
cation at the Agricultural School in Randolph, now known as VTC,

where he graduated in 1942. He then moved to Redford, NY where
he worked on a large dairy farm until 1951. It was at this time, he
met his future wife, Helen Broland. He and Helen were married in
Schenectady on February 3, 1951. They returned to the Jackson
home farm in Westford, where they raised their daughter Lynn.
Eventually leaving dairy, Bob continued to raise Hereford cattle
and worked at various jobs throughout the years. He retired from
the Essex Junction Educational Center in 1986, following 16 years
of employment. Bob served the Westford Community as Town
Agent and as a Westford Cemetery Commissioner for over 20 years.
His many interest and hobbies included taking pictures, having an
extensive collection throughout the years from trips and outings,
antique cars and attending car shows, the Westford Historical So-
ciety, the Westford Baptist Church, the Brick Meeting House Soci-
ety and traveling. He was able to visit 49 states and several Cana-
dian Provinces. He also enjoyed Westford senior lunches when he
was able to attend. Bob was a member of the F&AM for over 65
years and was very active with the Historical Society in Westford.
Bob was a true Vermonter and very proud of his Westford roots,
his home and his beautiful stone walls that graced his property. He
is survived by his daughter Lynn Gauthier and her husband David
of Westford; his sisters-in-law Joanne Jackson and Marie Broland,
both of PA; and several nieces, nephews and cousins. He was pre-
deceased by his wife Helen in 1988, by his brothers Myron Jack-
son in 1940, David Jackson in 1988, and Daniel Jackson in 2004,
by several in-laws and his favorite cat Morris. Visiting hours for
Bob were held on Friday January 18, 2013 from 11:00-2:00 PM
with a funeral service following at 2:00 PM in the Minor Funeral
and Cremation Center in Milton. All were invited to a reception
following at 3:00 PM on Friday January 18, 2013 in the Brick
Meeting House in Westford. Memorial contributions in Bob’s name
may be made to either the Pleasant View Cemetery Assoc., c/o
Lynn Gauthier, P.O. Box 1, Westford, VT 05494 or to the Westford
Historical Society, P.O. Box 21, Westford, VT 05494. Bob’s fam-
ily would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff at the
Green Mountain Nursing Home for the Excellent Care given to
Bob during his stay and to all of his neighbors and friends that
have helped him throughout the years and to Amber Haller for
Bob’s photo.

Ruth Orr Burgess of Underhill Center, VT,
passed away January 7, 2013, in the Green
Mountain Nursing Home. She was born August
9, 1920, in Randolph, daughter of the late Don
and Florence Orr of Vershire, VT. Ruth and her
husband, Larry Burgess, just celebrated their
70th wedding anniversary on December 27,
2012. They have been residents of Underhill
Center since 1947. Ruth loved her home and
relished her view of Mt. Mansfield. She was

proud to be a 1942 graduate of UVM. Ruth was a teacher in the
area and her last 25 years were in Essex Center. In addition to her
husband, she leaves her children, Richard Burgess of Underhill
Center, VT, Sharon Schriber of Underhill Center, VT, Judy Bur-
gess Strobel of South Burlington, VT, Nancy Rice of Williston,
VT, and Pam Blum of Underhill Center, VT; along with 11 grand-
children and 12 great-grandchildren. Ruth also leaves her sisters,
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899-4209899-4209899-4209899-4209899-4209
Between now and April 15 is our slow time of the year, so we’re offering

Finished Basements from $10.00 per square foot*Finished Basements from $10.00 per square foot*Finished Basements from $10.00 per square foot*Finished Basements from $10.00 per square foot*Finished Basements from $10.00 per square foot*
*Includes framing, drywall and taping, acoustical ceiling, carpeted floor,

florescent ceiling lighting, outlets and switches, one interior door and trim.

That’s a 15 x 20 finished basement for $3,000

We have many wonderful references from your friends and neighbors
and we pride ourselves in our reliability and workmanship.

Call us before February 1 and save an additional $100 off your finished basement**

ADA Accessible kitchens, baths, doorways and ramps.
Patterned hardwood floors, hardwood stairs and railings, built-ins.

- No job is too small! We will never say, “no thanks” to your
small carpentry or repair job. -

Senior discounts.

** Must start construction before April 15, 2013

subjects to figure out how they are going to integrate the use of the
computer.”

This year will be the first for MMU’s pilot program called, Com-
plex Systems Analysis.  This program will offer students an inter-
disciplinary seminar in which they will select a topic and look at
that topic from several points of view during the course of the year,
including history, literature, science and statistics.  MMU will of-
fer one section as part of this program this year, and two sections
in 2013-2014.

Weston is excited about the Complex Systems Analysis program.
“We want to increase students’ options for interdisciplinary stud-
ies,” he said.  “”We need to do a better job of that.  Before, it was,
‘read, comprehend, spit back to teachers’.  That’s not MMU.  We
want to do it better.”

In addition to the One-to-One Initiative and Complex Systems
Analysis program, there’s a new triathlete’s club and a new film
club at MMU.  Weston was also happy to report the switch in the
schedule with A and B days to allow for math classes to meet five
days a week instead of three has resulted in an improvement in
math grades across the board.

Seniors will have the opportunity to choose electives in several
genres for their spring semester English credits.  The old require-
ment of a two-semester English course for seniors has been re-
duced to one semester to allow seniors this opportunity.

MMU will continue to use the Learning Management System
(EDU 2.0) which is part of the school’s desire to better prepare our
students for the technology age.  The Learning Management Sys-
tem is also used by Essex and South Burlington High Schools as a
way to provide students with everything from course descriptions
to school calendars to interactive on-line classroom discussions.
“It’s another way of engaging our students,” Weston said.  “It es-
pecially benefits students who are reluctant to participate in dis-
cussions in class.”

MMU students can also find educational options at the Vermont
Virtual Learning Community.  This is a state-sponsored program

that gives Vermont high school students the opportunity to take a
variety of classes that individual high schools are unable to offer.
This is especially valuable for accelerated students who can take
AP classes through VVLC that would otherwise be unavailable to
them.  Students take the classes on line.  MMU’s Gretchen Coleman
will teach a Spanish course in the program this year.

Students who participate in the VVLC can work at home, in
school during free periods or in the Learning Lab.  Best of all,
students will have access to teachers at MMU if they have any
questions about their on-line courses.

With all the new and exciting things happening at MMU this
year perhaps the most noticeable will be the number of new faces
among the faculty and staff.  Richard Wright joins the team as the
new vice principal.  Chris Adams, a former science teacher at MMU,
will replace Rocky Miller in the guidance department.  Stephen
Moore joins the English department; Dave Alofsin joins the busi-
ness department and is the new director of MMU After Dark.  Erin
Granger will replace Caleb Pillsbury who has taken a one-year
sabbatical, as choral instructor. Katie Heenan, Dustin Hess, and
Stephen Feiss join the Math Department.  George Zevis will be a
part-time instructor of art and design and Dave Marlow is MMU’s
new athletic director.

“The new energy in our building is great,” Mr. Weston said.
“The enthusiasm is wonderful.”

It’s obvious the opportunity to take MMU into the next decade
fits Mike Weston well and it’s equally obvious Mike Weston is the
right fit to take MMU into this exciting new time.  “We’re off to a
pretty good start,” Weston said.  “But the challenge never changes.
It’s producing the best graduates we can.  We need to find out who
these kids are, and we need to meet them where they are, and we
must make sure they value their education.  That’s the challenge.”

Asked to come up with one word that best describes MMU,
Weston said, “Reflective.  What makes us an excellent school is...
we are constantly reflecting on what we do.  I want to keep MMU
moving forward.”

Doing more with less...
Reporter’s note: Mount Mansfield Union High School is cur-

rently ranked as the fourth best high school in Vermont.  MMU is
also ranked in the top 4% of all high schools nationally, and has
earned U.S. News and World Report’s Silver Award for excellence
(given to the top high schools in the country).  Mount Mansfield
Union High School has earned these high ratings even though
MMU’s student/teacher ratio is 16:1, by far the highest student/
teacher ratio among Vermont’s best high schools and, according to
the US News study, the highest student/teacher ratio in the state of
Vermont.  (see MMU Profile)  Congratulations to the administra-
tion, faculty and staff of MMU for their efforts.

State of schools continued from page 1

Theo Howe of Quechee, VT, and Theda Hurtubise of South
Burlington, VT; and brother Conrad Orr of Orwell, VT. Ruth sadly
had been predeceased in 1958 by her beloved son, Steven; and
brother, Charles Orr in 2011. The family welcomed friends to a
visiting time on January 13, 2013, from 1:00 to 3:00 PM at the
Underhill Town Hall. In lieu of flowers, gifts in Ruth’s memory
may be made to Dragonheart VT, P.O. Box 65301, Burlington, VT
05406; and Camp Ta-KumTa, P.O. Box 459, South Hero, VT 05486.
The family wishes to thank the staff at the Green Mountain Nurs-

gree in Criminal Justice from Rollins College in May 1979. Robert’s
second career was with the State of Florida Probation Office. He
retired after 20 years of service. In 1997, Robert and Carolyn re-
turned to Vermont and settled in Richmond. Robert volunteered
for 11 years with Meals on Wheels and was a proud member of the
NRA. Robert was a loving father of his two sons, John Emerson
and his wife, Theresa, of Richmond, VT, and James Emerson and
his fiancée, Donna, of Apopka, Fla. He is also survived by his
brother, Wayne Emerson and wife, Carol; his sister, Brenda Brown
and husband, John; his brother, Donald and wife, Paula; his sister,
Barbara Mullin; and sister-in-law, Karen Emerson, all of Florida.
Robert was predeceased in 1957 by his brother, John Emerson. He
was a beloved grandfather to four grandsons, Chris Emerson and
wife, Hannah, Ben Emerson, Michael Emerson and his namesake,
Robert Emerson. He was a great-grandfather to Annabelle and three
step great-grandchildren, Gracie, Lilly and Emma. He is also sur-
vived by many nieces, nephews and friends, including those of the
555 “Triple Nickel” Air Force Squadron. Special thanks and ap-
preciation to the nursing staff at Fletcher Allen Health Care for the
care and comfort they provided Bob and his family. The family
would also like to thank Richmond Rescue and ask that in lieu of
flowers, memorials in Robert’s name be made to Richmond Res-
cue, Inc. P.O. Box 404, Richmond, VT 05477. Visiting hours were
on Saturday January 12, 2013, from 1:00 to 3:00 PM at the Gifford
Funeral Home and Cremation Service, 22 Depot St., Richmond,
VT 05477.

ing Home for their special care
of Ruth. The family invites you
to share your memories and

o n l i n e
c o n d o -
lences by
v i s i t i n g
www.awrichfuneralhomes.com.

Robert
Char les
Emerson,
78, of
R i c h -
mond, VT,
p a s s e d
a w a y

peacefully, with his family at his
side, on Monday January 7,
2013. He was born on Decem-
ber 27, 1934, in Island Pond, VT,
to the late Charles and Bessie
Emerson. Robert is survived by
his wife of 55 years, Carolyn
(Bishop) Emerson. Robert
served 24 years with the United
States Air Force, including ser-
vice during the Korean and Viet-
nam wars. Robert retired at
McDill AFB, Tampa, Fla., as a
master sergeant and held the po-
sition of first sergeant of his
squadron. While on active duty,
Robert pursued a higher educa-
tion and earned a Master’s de-
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