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ATTENTION
We are sorry for the inconvenience!

Our website is down for repairs.

Jericho 
Recreation 
Committee 
to seek 
community 
imput

By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the Mountain Gazette

There’s a lot to do in Jericho. There are 
sporting events, workshops, concerts, art exhibits, 
and presentations, but it’s not always easy to 
know what’s out there. That’s one of the reasons 
the Jericho Select Board created a Recreation 
Committee in January. The nine-person, all-
volunteer group was fully formed in March and 
former Select Board member Kim Mercer was 
elected chair. The committee meets at Town Hall 
on the first and third Wednesday of every month.

The Recreation Committee’s first goal was to 
catalog all the recreation opportunities in town 
to make them easier to find. They launched a 
website at www.jerichorecreation.org, which 
Mercer described as a “wiki of recreation.” 
Anyone – from individuals wanting to promote 
a single event to well-established organizations 
with a full schedule of activities – can put their 
entries on the calendar. Mercer describes the 
site as robust enough that it can include single 
or weekly entries, as well as things as complex 
as registration forms and photo galleries. “It’s a 
useful tool for people who don’t have an online 
presence, as well as for organizations,” said 
Mercer, noting that the calendar is searchable by 
age group, date, location, and type of activity. 
There is an automatic map function embedded 
in the site so users don’t have to go elsewhere to 
find directions to the events. Mercer said the site 
has room for expansion but noted that it is only 
as good as the information being entered, so she 
hopes more individuals and groups will add their 
activities to the calendar.

The second goal for the committee is to survey 
residents to determine what kinds of activities 
they would like to see in town. This will be 
accomplished with the help of a consultant 
who chairs the University of New Hampshire’s 
Department of Recreation Administration and 
who will be assisted by graduate students. They 
will be conducting a multi-part Recreation Needs 
Assessment during the month of January.

The Recreation Needs Assessment is a five-part 
process beginning with a benchmarking study, 
which involves looking at surrounding towns to 
compare and contrast to Jericho. Some of the eight 
towns being surveyed are larger than Jericho and 
an added part of the process will be determining 
if there are some activities that do not need to be 
replicated in town. The result of the study will be 
a map of the recreation landscape.

Following the benchmark exercise, there will 
be eight to ten focus groups with roughly six 
to twelve participants, divvied up by interests 
such as team sports and art. The focus groups 
will meet during the week of January 17. This 
will be followed by a large-format public 
input session where participants will be given 
clickers to instantly measure likes and dislikes. 
Throughout the month of January there will be 
a town-wide online survey. After completing the 
survey, participants can enter their email address 
to be eligible for a raffle prize, but that will be 
completely independent of the survey, which 
will remain anonymous. When the process has 
been completed, the consultants will make a final 
presentation and list of recommendations, most 
likely at a Select Board meeting.

“Recreation is essential for a vital community,” 
Mercer said. “Jericho already has so much to 
choose from and the Recreation Committee is 
working to catalog what we already have.” Once 
the cataloging is complete, the committee will 
work to improve and enhance the offerings. “Our 
immediate goal is to decide where to start,” said 
Mercer. “We want to get the most bang for our 
buck.”

three groups of heroes who have or are serving 
our country, state, and communities, and while 
doing so, have developed disabilities and/or 
PTSD related injuries.

Having worked as a VSP K9 handler for 11 
very successful years with my partner K9 Casko, I 
knew that taking on this new and exciting chapter 
in my life was something I was already good at, 
training dogs and understanding the mindset of 
our veterans and first responders, and that I have 
the passion, drive, and commitment for this.

So in 2014 I started to plan how I was going 
to develop my program. In 2015 the Rotary Club 
provided me with a monetary donation that was 
used to pay vet bills for three of the dogs in the 
program (Jenny, Recon, and Meadow) as well as 
their training equipment and food while in the 
program. One hundred percent of the training 
and time I put in running this program and the 
business end of it is on my own. I do not have an 
exact dollar amount that the Rotary has given for 
these three dogs tonight, but it is about $1000. I 
know they have more money set aside that will 
now be donated to the Blue Star Mothers “pet 
program” for the upcoming year. This program is 
not part of my program but will still assist with 

paying bills and providing “comfort dog” for only 
veterans.

There is a big difference between “comfort,” 
“therapy,” and “service dogs,” and this is why I 
will keep this separate.

Misha, Meadow, and I trained together for six 
months and Meadow was a rescue from Vermont 
Dog Rescue out of Hinesburg, VT. She and Recon 
(Bryan’s dog) were given to us for free as their 
way of helping out our heroes as well. Jenny was 
from a rescue in NH and was given to us for free 
as well and then returned when Jason has to drop 
out of the program. Recon was also taken back 
by Vermont Dog Rescue after Bryan took his 
life. To date I have not paid for any dog. Another 
local company that has helped with donations 
of training supplies is the Pet Food Warehouse. 
The only thing these organizations /companies 
have ever asked me for is to share their names 
for things such as this (article) to help spread 
the word that they also support our heroes (as) I 
am doing. That’s what I love so much about this 
amazing state.

Since knowing that the Rotary is moving on and 
now going to support the Blue Star Mothers this 
coming years, I have started the process reaching 

out to the public via word of mouth and requesting 
donations for my upcoming class and I have 
received an outpouring of support and donations 
of between five to a few hundred dollars.

I also share with those I meet and tell about my 
program, that I have had three students and one 
has lost his battle with PTSD and took his life. 
The media is good at sharing that 22 veterans 
take their lives every day. Well here in our little 
state of Vermont, one out of three students is 
dead and this is the reality. I am saddened by 
this but I have others that are very strong and 
like Misha, a veteran who amazed me every day 
with his strength, courage, and determination to 
succeeded with this program, I do this for them, 
these guys and gals that I will never give up on. I 
will continue to do everything I can to help those 
in need and save our two- and four-legged heroes 
one paw print at a time, as I know K9 Casko is 
watching me from above and knows I never 
failed him nor did he ever fail me. Now I need to 
continue this journey Casko and I started.

Contact Corporal Michelle LeBlank at 
Vermontpaws257@gmail.com, via Facebook 
(Vermont Paws, Inc.), or by snail mail at P.O. Box 
153, Williston, VT 05495.

VSP Corporal Michelle LeBlanc 
and Vermont Paws – for vets

I would say the driving 
force behind starting my 
service dog program is that 
I am not only a veteran 
(USA / MP – five years) 
and know how important it 
is to support our troops, but 
as a State Trooper getting 
ready to start my 18th year, 
I also understand that 
after years of seeing “the 
bad” in almost every call 
we respond to – deceased 
bodies from car crashes, 
homicides, or suicides, the 
way these destroy families 
and friends, injured or 
abused children, domestics 
after domestics, people 
at their worst, with some 
occasional “happy calls” in 
the mix – this also affects 
us, our first responders 
(firefighters, EMTs, ER 
staff, etc.) and that service 
dogs can help more than 
just our veterans. I am not 
100% sure but I have been 
told that as of now, I am the 
only Service Dog program 
that has opened up this type 
of service dog training to all 

Wednesday, November 9 was the graduation ceremony of Meadow the service dog and Misha the veteran from the 
Vermont Paws program, held at Essex Rotary. Peter Lyon explained that Vermont Paws is an entity that trains service 
dogs and, in collaboration with the National Guard, pairs the dogs with veterans in need. He also discussed how Essex 
Rotary Club has helped finance this endeavor through charitable donations from the National Committee. Brigadier 
General Heston emphasized the importance of this program and why it means so much to so many veterans. Michelle 
LeBlanc, the program’s dog trainer, then walked the audience through the program starting from when the veteran 
is chosen to the completion of the training. The program concluded with the presentation of a certificate to Misha to 
commemorate his graduation from the program.                                                                              PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

Jericho’s Caitlin Ackerman 
wins AQHA championship

and her five-year-old quarter horse gelding “Best 
day of the week” (aka Friday) were crowned 
the American Quarter Horse Association Level 
2 World Champions, winning the Hunt Seat 
Equitation and qualifying 10th in the Level 3 at the 
AQHA World Championship show in Oklahoma 
City, OK.

For the month of November, this show features 
top-level riders from all over the world who have 
competed throughout the year to qualify for this 
the end-of-season showcase.

Caitlin started her equestrian endeavors at the 
age of 10 at Freedom Farm in Jericho. She is a 
three time Vermont 4H State Champion, the 2012 
AQHA Eastern North American All-Around Nov/
am Champion, and has won numerous regional 
and circuit championships at AQHA shows 
all over the country. For the last four years she 
has trained under Gretchen Mathes and Geno 
Spagnola at Powder Brook Farm in Harwinton, 
CT, a facility with over 25 world championships 
to their credit.

A Vermont native, Caitlin is the daughter of 
Jim and Renee Ackerman of Jericho, and is a 
graduate of Mount Mansfield Union High School, 
Champlain College, and is studying for her 
masters in Occupational Therapy at Sacred Heart 
University in Fairfield CT.With competitors from all over North America 

and Europe, Jericho native Caitlin Ackerman 

Caitlin Ackerman and her five-year-old quarter 
horse gelding “Best day of the week” (aka 
Friday).                           PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

The news in brief
By Graham Swaney

Special to the Mountain Gazette
UJFD to transfer Rivers property 

to “get out of land business”
At a Selectboard meeting on September 15, 

the Underhill Jericho Fire Department offered to 
give the Rivers property to the Town of Jericho. 
According to Wayne Howe, the chairman of the 
Jericho Selectboard, the town has accepted the 
offer and is now “considering the language that 
has been proposed.” Mr. Howe noted that, “I 
can’t say an exact timeline but I think it would be 
relatively soon, a matter of weeks at least.”

The fire department was prompted to sell the 
land following a reappraisal of the land that raised 
its taxes from $9500 a year to over $50,000. 
However, the fire department had other reasons 
to part with the land. According to Randy Clark, 
Honorary Chief and Chair of the Rivers Property 
Committee at the UJFD, the department considered 
selling the land to developers to generate money 
for the department and lessen the burden on 
taxpayers in Jericho and Underhill. Mr. Clark 
explained that, “In order to sell the property, one 
of the things that needs to happen is a subdivision. 
A subdivision costs money and takes time. We 
were also approached by a solar company to put 
solar panels on 12 acres of the property. In doing 
that we would still have to divide the property.” 
Eventually the fire department concluded that the 
effort involved in managing the land was “taking 
away from what we should be doing, which is 

The news in brief continued on page 2
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training our firefighters to put out fires and cut 
people out of cars… That’s why we joined the fire 
department.” Clark stated, “We want to be in the 
firefighting business; we don’t want to be in the 
land business.”

Selectboard Chairman Wayne Howe also noted 
that “once the town owns the property it will be 
seeking the input of community members on 
how the town could use the land. It won’t be the 
Selectboard deciding in isolation; if anything we 
want people to weigh in with their two cents.”

Underhill Jericho Fire Department 
Coin Toss raises $1610 for 

Children’s Tumour Foundation
While community members flocked to the 

baked beans, music, and crafts of the Harvest 
Market on September 25, members of the UJFD 
took to the streets to raise money for the Children’s 
Tumour Foundation. The Tumour Foundation is 
an organization dedicated to funding research on 
neurofibromatosis, a genetic disease that causes 
tumor growth on the nervous system. “We stood 
out in the road with fire department boots, and 
when people went by, we asked them to donate to 
the coin drop,” Firefighter Frank Popeleski stated. 
Mr. Popeleski spearheaded the charity effort by 
the department in honor of a family member 
who suffers from neurofibromatosis. In all the 
fire department raised $1610 for the foundation, 
which they gave to a foundation representative on 
October 4 at a department meeting.

The news in brief continued from page 1

The annual 4-H Dairy Challenge, held on 
Saturday, November 19, provided an opportunity 
for the 83 4-H participants to explore dairy-
related topics and compete with fellow 4-H’ers in 
buzzer rounds to test their dairy knowledge.

The event, sponsored by University of Vermont 
(UVM) 4-H, took place on the UVM campus in 
Burlington. In addition to the dairy challenge, 
the 4-H’ers also attended learning sessions on 
rumination, milking systems, diseases, soils, and 
forages, followed by a written quiz to assess their 
comprehension.

Placing in the top 10 in their respective 
age groups in the dairy challenge, in order of 
placement, were:

14- to 18-year-olds: Abagail Hurd, Hardwick; 
Lillie Seward, East Wallingford, and Isabel 
Hall, East Montpelier (tie for second); Andrew 
Seward, East Wallingford; Madison Urie, 
Hardwick; Maddie Nadeau, Holland; Averie 
Brown, East Montpelier; Kennedy Moore, South 
Reading; Joseph Real, Milton; Hillary Mitchell, 
Morrisville; Chris Girard, Lunenburg.

12- and 13-year-olds: Owen Seward, East 
Wallingford; Addison Hubbell, Shoreham; Charlie 

Hayes, East Montpelier; Caleb Palazzo, Reading; 
Courtney Curler, Bridport; McKenna Phillips, 
Bridport; Lincoln Michaud, East Hardwick; Rose 
Tarbell, Middletown Springs; Molly Callan, 
Berkshire; Michael Plouffe, Bridport.

10- and 11-year-olds: Emma Seward, East 
Wallingford, Gabriel Michaud, East Hardwick; 
Jordan Herlihy, Lunenburg; Aleyah Nelson, 
Ryegate; Alycia Gainer, Lunenburg; Livi Russo, 
Lunenburg; Alexandra Williams, Orwell; Avery 
Nelson, Ryegate; Bobby Brown, Gilman; Emma 
Oliver, Bridport.

8- and 9-year-olds: Logan Russo, Lunenburg; 
Emma Conway, East Hardwick; Christin 
Hayes, East Montpelier; Natalie Michaud, East 
Hardwick; Morgan Michaud, East Hardwick; 
Lucy Palmer, Cavendish; Susanna Nelson, 
Ryegate; Duncan Schrader, East Montpelier; 
Chyanna Stone, Leicester; Dominic Palazzo, 
Reading.

Contact Wendy Sorrell, UVM Extension 4-H 
livestock educator, at 802-656-5418 or 800-571-
0668, ext. 2 (within Vermont) to learn more about 
the 4-H dairy program.

Dairy Challenge tests 4-H’ers’ bovine knowledge Westford UCW 
to hold concert
The UCW Westford Winter Music 
Series presents Full Circle, with 
medieval, Renaissance, and traditional 
music on Sunday, December 11, 4:00 – 
5:00 PM at the UCW White Church on 
Westford Common. Free; refreshments 
will be served. For information, 
contact Marjorie Hamrell, 879-4028 or 
mhamrell@comcast.net. 

                         PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Thursday, December 1
Community Soup and Bread Supper, 4:30 

– 6:30 PM, Covenant Community Church, 1 
Whitcomb Meadows Lane, off VT Rt. 15, Essex 
across from John Leo’s. Menu provides a quick, 
easy, and delicious meal. Choose from a variety 
of hearty soups and breads and a sweet dessert. 
Stay and eat with friends and family, or pick up to 
take home. Donations accepted. Call Pastor Steve 
Anderson for more information, 879-4313. 

Saturday, December 3
Sleep Tight Farm storytime, 11:00 AM, 

Phoenix Books Burlington, 191 Bank St., 
Burlington. Enjoy your Saturday morning with 
City Market, Phoenix Books, and Eugenie Doyle, 
author of the new picture book Sleep Tight Farm, 
with a storytime and a delicious activity! Eugenie 
Doyle is the author of two novels for young 
adults and many short stories. She and her family 
operate The Last Resort Farm, an organic berry, 
vegetable, and hay farm. She lives in Vermont. 
Free and open to all ages. Information: www.
phoenixbooks.biz or 448-3350.

Sunday, December 4
Jericho Center Christmas Tree Celebration, 

4:00 – 5:00 PM, Jericho Town Library and Green, 
Jericho Center. Open House at JTL begins at 4:00 
PM and includes cookies, refreshments, holiday 
craft, and 4:15 PM storytelling for kids, 4:45 
PM community caroling on the Green, 5:00 PM 
arrival of Santa Claus and lighting of the tree.

Country Breakfast, 8:00 – 10:30 AM, St. 
Thomas Parish Hall, Underhill Center. Sponsored 
by the St. Thomas Parish Knights of Columbus, 

the buffet style breakfast will include juice, fruit, 
eggs, pancakes, sausage, bacon, home fries, 
and coffee or tea. The cost is by donation. All 
are welcome! Please come and bring the whole 
family. You may call the church office at 899-
4632 if you have any questions.

Meet the Grinch! 12:00 PM, Phoenix Books 
Essex, 21 Essex Way, Essex. Children and kids-
at-heart will get to meet Dr. Seuss’s meanest 
and greenest creation when the Grinch himself 
visits Phoenix Books. All ages are welcome to 
bring a camera and get a photo taken with the 
Grinch.  Grow your heart three sizes by bringing 
a nonperishable donation for our local food shelf. 
Free. Information: www.phoenixbooks.biz or 872-
7111.

Music for Winter Holidays, 2:00 – 4:00 
PM, Phoenix Books Burlington, 191 Bank St., 
Burlington. Browse for gifts while you enjoy live 
holiday music from many countries and many 
times. Full Circle is a group of five women who 
play a mixture of medieval, Renaissance, Celtic, 
folk, and holiday music on recorders, tin whistle, 
harp, guitar, hammered dulcimer, percussion, and 
voices. Their recordings will be offered for sale at 
the store. Free. Information: www.phoenixbooks.
biz or 448-3350.

Wednesday, December 7
America in a New, More Dangerous World, 

7:00 PM, Brownell Library, Essex Junction. 
Distinguished veteran diplomat George Jaeger 
discusses recent rapid changes in world power 
relationships and the key challenges America 

Lions sponsor blood drive December 7
The Jericho Underhill Lions Club invites 

everyone to participate in a blood drive the club 
is sponsoring on Wednesday, December 7 from 
12:00 – 6:00 PM at the Covenant Church, VT Rt. 

15, Essex (across from John Leo’s).
All blood types are needed and welcome. And 

after donating, you can enjoy homemade pies 
knowing you may have saved someone’s life!
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Jericho congregational church
“An Historic Church Proclaiming an Eternal Message”

On the Green in Jericho Center, VT
Senior Pastor David Coons and Youth Pastor Glenn Carter

Sunday Services at 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM
Nursery care provided

Sunday School at 9:30 AM for all ages
Fellowship at 10:30 AM

Youth group 6:15 PM Sundays in our Sunday school building
Signing for the deaf upon request

899-4911; officejcc@comcast.net; www.jccvt.org

Mount ManSFielD unitarian 
uniVerSaliSt FelloWShiP 

A Liberal Spiritual Community 195 VT RT 15, Jericho, VT 05465 
Phone: 899-2558 website www.mmuuf.org 

We gather at 9:30 AM at the newly renovated space at 195 VT RT 15, 
Jericho (red barn across from Packard Road) 

All are welcome. 

St. thoMaS roMan catholic church 
“Worshiping God in Spirit and in Truth in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass” 

On Green Street in Underhill Center Weekend Masses: 
Saturday 4:00 PM Sunday 8:30 AM 

Pastor: Rev. Christopher Micale
Deacon: Peter Brooks Religious Ed. Coordinator: Laura Lynch Wells, 
899-4770 Parish Secretary: Theresa Gingras Phone: 802-899-4632, 

email: office@stthomasvt.com, Website: www.stthomasvt.com 

uniteD church oF unDerhill 
“Welcoming, Worshipping, Working for God” 

At the Green on VT RT15 - Rev. Kevin Goldenbogen - 899-1722 
www.unitedchurchofunderhill.com 

Worship and Sunday School 10:30 AM 
Local and Global Mission and Service Outreach Opportunities 
for families, men, women and youth Streaming audio sermons:

 www.becauseyoumay.com

Area Worship Services
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faces: from our perception of our world role and management of 
nuclear policy to our critical relationships with Europe, Russia, 
and China. Part of the VT Humanities Council’s First Wednesdays 
program. Free and open to the public.

Friday, December 9
Contra Dance, 8:00 PM, Shelburne Town Hall, 5376 Shelburne 

Rd., Shelburne. Queen City Contras’ regular dance with music 
by Atlantic Crossing; Luke Donforth will be the caller. All are 
welcome, all dances taught, no partner or experience necessary. 
Beginners’ session, 7:45 PM. Admission $9 adults; under 12 free. 
Please bring clean, soft-soled shoes for dancing. Information: 802-
371-9492 or 802-343-7166; www.queencitycontras.org.

Saturday-Sunday, December 17-18
Vermont Ice Wine & Cocktail Open House, 10:00 AM – 5:00 

PM, Boyden Valley Winery, Cambridge. Free tastings and cocktail 
tasting. Make your own s’mores at the outdoor fire pit. For more 
information and updates on our event, see www.facebook.com/
BoydeValleyWinery.

Saturday, December 10
DIY Bitters, 2:00 – 4:00 PM, Phoenix Books Burlington, 191 

Bank St., Burlington. Join Guido Masé and Jovial King, founders 
of Urban Moonshine, for a book signing and meet and greet 
featuring delicious samples from the pages of their new book, DIY 
Bitters. DIY Bitters is a how-to guide that explores the history and 
health benefits of bitters, and shows you how to make your own 
bitters at home, to be used alone or in cocktails, tonics, and even 
main meals. Free and open to all. Information: www.phoenixbooks.
biz or 448-3350.

Stop in anytime
for all of your 
holiday needs!

Stocking stuffers, 
Vermont

       gifts, holiday treats, 
Vermont wines 

and holiday 
merriment.

sANTA cLAus 
Is cOMING TO

JERIcHO cOuNTRy sTORE!
Saturday, December 10th,

10 am - Noon
Bring your cameras and wish lists!

Jericho Country Store
899-3313

www.jerichocountrystore.com

The great gift of gratitude
By L ewis First, MD

Chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s Hospital
With Thanksgiving just past, parents have been grateful for any 

tips I can give to help their children learn about gratitude and its 
importance. Thankfully, I can provide some information on this 
topic.

Gratitude is about being thankful for the things we have. It 
is about pausing to notice and appreciate things we may often 
take for granted, like the roof over our heads, food on our table, 
family, friends, even access to a smartphone and technology. It is 
about taking a moment to reflect on how fortunate we are when 
something good happens, whether it’s a big thing or a small thing.

Believe it or not, feeling grateful can be good for our bodies 
– and our minds. Studies show that when we show gratitude to 
others, it helps us boost our ability to want to learn new skills and 
make good decisions. Gratitude can also make us happier, less 
stressed and less depressed.

So how can you teach gratitude to your children? At dinner 
time or at bed time, ask your children what they are thankful for. 
Teaching children about the hardships of the past by taking them to 
a museum or historic site can make them much more appreciative 
and grateful for what they have in the present. And you can teach 
them that if we are grateful for someone doing a kind act for us, we 
are more likely to be kind to others in return.

And of course, at this time of year, teaching your children to find 
ways to donate their toys, clothes, or food to those who are less 
fortunate is a great way to show gratitude.

Parents, don’t forget to be good role models: if you say thank 
you for something someone does for you, whether it is serving 
your food or ringing up your purchase, your children will be more 
apt to say thank you as well. And of course tell your children how 
thankful you are to have them as your kids, which goes a lot further 
than giving them any material gift to show your gratitude.

Hopefully tips like this will be viewed with gratitude when 
it comes to making sure gratitude is a key value not just on 
Thanksgiving but every day of the year. 

Lewis First, MD, is chief of Pediatrics at The University of 
Vermont Children’s Hospital and chair of the Dept. of Pediatrics 
at the Robert Larner, M.D. College of Medicine at UVM.

Lost life insurance policy 
locator tool now available

The Vermont Department of Financial Regulation (DFR) and the 
National Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) have 
announced a national service that provides consumers with search 
capabilities to help find a deceased person’s lost life insurance 
policies and annuities.

The NAIC’s Life Insurance Policy Locator provides nationwide 
access for assistance with finding life insurance policies and 
annuities. An estimated $1 billion in benefits from life insurance 
policies are unclaimed, according to the publication Consumer 
Reports.

DFR Commissioner Michael S. Pieciak said this tool will 
help consumers determine if there are any existing life insurance 
policies or annuities that they may not know about.

“There are many people who don’t know where to begin when 
searching for a lost life insurance policy or annuity,” Pieciak said. 
“The life insurance policy locator streamlines and simplifies the 
process for consumers and insurance companies.”

The online requests are encrypted and secured to maintain 
confidentiality. The information will be reviewed by participating 
insurance companies and compared with available policyholder 
information. All matches will be reported to DFR before the 
insurance companies notify beneficiaries or their authorized 
representatives.

In 2015, life insurers paid more than $74 billion in insurance 
policy benefits to consumers nationwide. Since 2010, state 
insurance regulators have investigated unclaimed life insurance 
benefits. To date, nearly 23 regulatory actions have resulted in 
returning more than $6.75 billion life insurance proceeds to 
consumers nationwide.

For more information, contact the DFR Insurance Division at 
800-964-1784.

Date of Jericho Planning 
meeting changed

The Jericho Planning Commission workshop originally scheduled 
for Tuesday, December 6 at Browns River Middle School has been 
moved to January 17 at the same location.

Please contact Katherine Sonnick at ksonnick@jerichovt.gov for 
more information.

Underhill calendar a fundraiser 
for Old Schoolhouse restoration

The Underhill Historical Society has put together an interesting 
and beautiful 2017 calendar, with historic black-and-white Underhill 
photographs. The cost for a calendar is $10, and money raised will 
go to help with restoration of the Old Schoolhouse (1861-1951) at 
the corner of Pleasant Valley and Stevensville Roads in Underhill 
Center. There is even a Mystery Photo Contest inside, with the 
prize of a $25 gift certificate to Poorhouse Pies on Park Street in 
Underhill Flats.

The project to restore the Old Schoolhouse made substantial 
progress in 2016. A complete restoration and reinforcement of 
the northeast wall was completed by Fairbanks Construction of 
Jericho. In addition, with remaining funds available in 2016, partial 
renovation of second floor was 
started. Plans for 2017 include 
restoring the remaining three 
walls and as many of the 23 
windows as possible with funds 
available.

Purchase of calendar(s) will 
certainly help! They make a great 
Vermont gift idea for family 
and friends. Calendars can be 
purchased at these locations:

• Underhill Town Hall
• Old Mill Craft Shop
• Wells Corner Market
• Gert’s Beauty Shop
• Jacobs’ IGA
• Autosmith
• Ace (was Jeri-Hill) Hardware
• Village Service/Auto
• First Step Print Shop
• White’s Tree Farm

Get your RDA of vitamin N!
Research shows these positive impacts of vitamin N (nature):
• creates stronger physical, cognitive, and social development;
• improves academic performance, self-esteem, and 

responsibility; and
• promotes community and understanding of nature.
The photos give a glimpse of vitamin N in action at the Green 

Mountain Audubon Center in Huntington.
                                                                PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

James Earl Merrill, 69, of Jericho, VT, born July 7, 1947, passed 
on Thursday, November 17, 2016 with loving care at the Veterans 
Administration Hospital in White River Junction, VT. Shortly after 
September 11, Jim Merrill was told he couldn’t bring his fly rod 
onboard a plane. “When a decorated combat veteran can’t bring 
a fishing rod to Montana,” he said, “terrorism has won.” Jimmy 
arrived in Missoula, fly rod in hand. It is the only time I remember 
him mentioning his war medals. If there is a heaven, Jim should 
arrive there as a highly decorated human being. His life was one 
of serving, of giving, of loving others without thought for the cost 
to himself. Jim served our country as a Marine, fighting two tours 
in Viet Nam; and then as a policeman in Winooski, VT. He worked 
tirelessly as a child advocate, helping disadvantaged and troubled 
youth first in Great Falls, MT and then in Burlington, VT where he 
was a counselor for The Baird Center and Addison County Mental 
Health until complications from Agent Orange diabetes and resultant 
heart disease forced his retirement. Some of you reading this have 
received free fly rods or fishing lessons from Jim. Perhaps you’ve 
ice climbed or skied with him, seen him on a motorcycle or in a sea 
kayak on Lake Champlain. Jim lived life exuberantly, and always 
projected optimism. When he spoke to me from the V.A. hospital a 
few days before his death, he promised we’d fish in Montana next 
summer. Those left behind to love Jim and tell his stories include 
Barbara Merrill, his loving wife of 30 years; his sons Ralph and 
Aden, his daughters Deserea and Brianna, his brother Tom Merrill; 
life-long friends Robert Lee and Carl Berntsen, and many others 
whose lives Jim touched in positive ways. Rest in peace old friend. 
You gave all you had. – Author Bob Lee, Friend. A celebration of 
Jim’s life will be held at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship on 
VT Rt. 15 in Jericho on Saturday, December 3, 2016 at 3:00 PM. 
You may view further information and share memories by visiting 
the obituaries at www.awrfh.com. Donations may be made with acts 
of kindness and caring for the earth.

OBITuARy
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CHIROPRACTIC CARE
• Gentle Head to Toe Care

• Unhurried Appointments

• Flexible Scheduling

• Emergency Care

• Practicing Since 1989

• Former Registered Nurse

• Nutritional Counseling

• High Quality Supplements

• Orthotic/Foot Beds

• Spinal Support Products

397 VT Route 15, Jericho
P.O. Box 63

Underhill, VT 05489

Phone (802) 899-5400
Fax (802) 899-5497

Email: 
DrMaryDC@comcast.net
www.JerichoChiro.comDr. Mary H. Kintner

HEALTH INfORMATION

send your 
news, 
births, 

engagements, 
weddings, 

obits, events to 
mtgazette@

earthlink.net
or call Brenda 

at 
453-6354

[ t o p  m e d i c a l  s t a f f  ]

drawn to copley  
for its focus on  
patient-centered care.

Welcome to the  
21st century community hospital. 

Welcome to Copley. 

at copley Hospital, we believe in providing 

patients with access to the highest quality 

care, close to home. for us, that means top 

medical providers and surgeons who are  

attuned to the latest research and techniques.  

doctors linseisen and antell were drawn to 

copley for the specialized patient care and 

positive patient outcomes, both of which 

each provider values immensely.

match that with the warm, personalized feel 

of a community hospital.  top medical care 

close to home. that’s what we’re here for.

e X c e p t i o N a l  c a R e .  c o m m U N i t Y  f o c U s e d .

528 Washington Highway, morrisville, Vt                             copleyvt.org

oBstetRics & GYNecoloGY  |  emeRGeNcY seRVices  

GeNeRal sURGeRY  |  oRtHopedics  |  caRdioloGY  |  oNcoloGY  

URoloGY  |  ReHaBilitatioN seRVices  |  diaGNostic imaGiNG

to make an appointment at copley Hospital, call  802.888.8888 

emergency services physician martin 
(marty) linseisen, md and orthopaedic 
trauma surgeon Nicholas antell, md – the 
newest members of copley’s medical staff.

 The Habitat for Humanity/Restore is looking for

DONATIONS OF NEW & USED*:
• Kitchen Cabinets
• Appliances
• Furniture
• Tools

•  Home Decor Items
• Building Materials
•  Even the Kitchen Sink!
* Must be in good condition

DONATE NOW • WE PICK UP FOR FREE
CALL 857-5296 • vermonthabitat.org

528 Essex Rd. (Rt. 2A) • Williston • 857-5296 • vermonthabitat.org
Open to the Public Mon. - Fri. 10-6 & Sat. 10-5

G r e e n  M o u n t a i n

Revenue from donations and purchases support  
local, affordable home building.

NMC continued on page 5

The Copley Hospital Auxiliary has made a 
$30,000 matching gift commitment to Copley 
Hospital, Morrisville, in support of the campaign 
for the new surgical center. The Auxiliary’s gift 
is intended to encourage community members to 
participate in the campaign. Any new gift made 
now to the campaign will be matched by the 
Auxiliary, up to a total of $30,000.

Copley’s campaign for the new surgical center 
aims to raise $3.2 million in community support 
as part of a $12.5 million facility upgrade to 
replace its current operating rooms, which were 
built in 1979. To date, community members have 
contributed more than $2.8 million in support of 
the campaign. 

“It is important to help Copley update their 
facilities so they can continue to provide expert 
care for our community now and into the future,” 
said Judy Shanley, President of the Copley Hospital 
Auxiliary. “We hope everyone takes advantage of 
this opportunity to make their donated dollars go 
further for Copley.”

The new surgical center is a direct replacement 

of Copley’s existing surgical facility with the goal 
of addressing space defi ciencies and improving 
patient experience. Construction began in May, 
off the hospital’s main entrance. The project 
involves new construction to build the integrated 
surgical center, renovation to the outpatient 
services center that includes adding two infusion 
suites used by Oncology. The new center will 
enhance patient privacy and the overall patient 
experience, in addition to helping improve care 
process effi ciencies. Copley anticipates opening 
the surgical center in Fall 2017.

“We are grateful to the Copley Hospital 
Auxiliary for this generous matching gift for our 
community,” said Art Mathisen, Copley Hospital 
President and CEO. “It embraces just how 
vital this project is to the health of community 
members and to the long-term economic well 
being of Copley, our community, and the state.”

Everyone can take advantage of this matching 
opportunity by making your gift online at www.
copleyvt.org/campaign-for-surgical-center 
or by mailing your gift to Copley Hospital’s 

Copley Hospital Auxiliary issues 
$30K matching gift challenge

Development Offi ce, 528 
Washington Highway, 
Morrisville, VT 05661.

Exercise
Cancer Exercise Rehab Group, ongoing 

every Tuesday and Thursday, 11:00 AM – 12:30 
PM, NMC Rehab gym, Cobblestone Building. A 
physical therapy evaluation is required to assure 
that the client is able to participate. This class 
pinpoints the common needs of patients. This 
includes decreased range of motion, decreased 
strength, cancer related fatigue and lymphedema. 
Wendy Lawrence, certifi ed NMC Oncology 
Rehab Physical Therapist. Preregistration 
required; 524-1064 to register or for more 
information. Free for the fi rst eight weeks, then 
$40 for open gym access.

Prenatal Fitness, Wednesdays, 5:30 – 6:30 
PM, NMC Wellness & Fitness Room. Free 
prenatal exercise sessions to strengthen and 
prepare you for a successful birthing experience. 
Join other moms as we lead you through a 
customized routine designed to make you 
feel energized and confi dent. Please consult a 
physician before beginning this exercise program. 
Stephanie Preedom, AFAA. Pre-registration 
required; contact Stephanie, 802-288-1141 or 
stephanie.preedom@gmail.com to register or 
for more information. Free to Northwestern OB/
GYN patients.

Support Groups
Healthy Weight Support Group, every 

Monday, 12:00 – 12:30 PM, Northwestern Medical 
Center, Grand Isle Room. This weekly support 
group for those working on weight management 
combines behavioral and nutritional strategies to 
increase physical activity and decrease calorie 
intake. It will provide you with techniques to 
help you manage your eating behaviors. Come 15 
minutes early for a weight check. Speakers Kay 
Tran, Registered Dietitian, MS, CDE, and Leslie 
Gardzina, Registered Dietitian, Northwestern 
Medical Center. Free. No registration required, 
just drop in to attend. 

Healing Circle Cancer Support Group. 
A self-help cancer support group for women of 
all ages and lifestyles who have cancer. At our 
monthly meetings, we share information, offer 
each other support and comfort, and learn new 
things from speakers. We extend an invitation 
to any woman who has cancer, whether you are 
newly diagnosed or a long term survivor. Held 
the fi rst Tuesday of every month, 5:00 – 6:30 
PM, Northwestern Medical Center Conference 
Franklin Room. Please call 802-524-8479 with 
any questions or to RSVP (not required). 

Have you lost a loved one to suicide? If yes, 
please consider attending a free, confi dential 
group that meets monthly in St. Albans. Everyone 
in the group, including its facilitators, has had 
someone close to them take their life and knows 
how devastating that experience can be. You can 
just come and listen to others share what they are 
going through and how they are coping or you 
can share your own story. The choice is always 
yours to do what feels best to you. For more 
information on dates, times and location or to 
answer any questions you may have call Tony at 
802-393-6503. 

Chronic Disease Support Group Workshops, 
Healthier Living Workshop – held at various 
locations and dates. Are you or someone you 
know living with a chronic health condition? 
Then this workshop is for you! Learn to feel better 

Health workshops sponsored 
by Northwestern Medical Center

by learning how to deal with frustration, fatigue, 
and pain, manage symptoms and medications, 
and improve strength and fl exibility. Each session 
is 2½ hours once a week, for six weeks. Pre-
registration required; contact Deb Robertson, 
524-1031 or drobertson@nmcinc.org. Free.

Grief and Recovery Support Group – 
Experiencing a loss can be painful to face alone. 
Franklin County Home Health’s Grief and 
Recovery Support Group serves as a safe place 
to share feelings with others who are coping with 
grief. This support group is offered free of charge 
to anyone who would like to talk to others and 
help one another. It also provides a resource for 
grief education in our community. The group 
meets the fi rst and third Wednesday of each month 
from 7:00 – 8:00 PM at the Franklin County 
Home Health offi ce in St. Albans, 3 Home Health 
Circle. For more information and to pre-register, 
contact Lori Wright, 527-7531.

Shadows Of The Moon Autism Support 
Group – for 1:1 phone support, please call 
Cheryl, 802-868-3658, or Laura, 802-849-2817.

Alzheimer’s Support group – This group for 
those with Alzheimer’s and caregivers, family 
members, and friends meets the last Tuesday 
of each month at NMC in the Green Mountain 
Room from 6:00 – 7:00 PM. For information, 
contact Amanda Wilson, 527-7531.

Maternity
Breastfeeding and You, Thursday, December 

8, 12:00 – 1:30 PM, VT Dept. of Health, St. 
Albans District Offi ce, Federal St., St. Albans. 
A free breastfeeding preparation class for new 
moms, family members, and other moms-to-be to 
plan for breastfeeding your newborn in the fi rst 
month of life. Personalize your breastfeeding 
plan, line up your support, go over the basics, ask 
questions, and get real-life answers. You can do 
it; WIC can help! Pre-registration required, call 
524-7971.

Free monthly events for pregnant and 
nursing moms: Breastfeeding Moms Group, 
fi rst Wednesday of each month, 10:30 AM 
– 12:00 PM. Meet once a month for snacks, 
crafting activities, making baby blankets, and get 
information from the experts. Call 393-6591 for 
location and to pre-register. Breastfeeding and 
Infant Massage Group, second Wednesday of 
each month, 9:30 – 11:15 AM, Alburgh Library. 
Join other moms and babies to learn how to 
massage your baby and discover more about 
breastfeeding and parenting. No registration 
necessary. Latch On! Discussion Group, third 
Saturday of each month, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM, 
Family Birth Center, Northwestern Medical 
Center. Learn about breastfeeding and share your 
stories. Enjoy light refreshments and connect 
with other Moms. No pre-registration necessary.

Baby Bumps Support Group for Mothers 
and Pregnant Women – Pregnancy can be a 
wonderful time of your life. But it can also be 
a time of stress that is often compounded by 
hormonal swings. If you are a pregnant woman, 
or have recently given birth and feel you need 
some help with managing the emotional bumps 
in the road that can come with motherhood, 
please come to this free support group lead by 
an experienced pediatric registered nurse. This 
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LIBRARy NEWs

NMc continued from page 4

Libraries continued on page 6

Saturday and Sunday • 9 to 4
Monday Wednesday Thursday Friday 12 to 4

               Dec 2 through Dec. 24
Upper Pleasant Valley Road • Turn at Smugglers Notch Inn                  

2 miles off Route 108 in Jeffersonville
Follow the tree signs   from Route 15 in Jeffersonville  434-4762

1869 Upper Pleasant Valley Road Jeffersonville VT 05464

Choose & Cut Balsam Trees
 And Wreaths

Upper Valley Tree Farm

Monday through Friday • 12 to 4
Dec. 3 through Dec. 24

group is for both pregnant women and mothers. 
Second and fourth Tuesdays of the month from, 
5:30 – 6:30 PM, Birthing Center, Northwestern 
Medical Center, St. Albans. For more information 
and to pre-register, contact Rhonda Desrochers at 
Franklin County Home Health Agency, 802-527-
7531. This free program is presented jointly by 
Franklin County Home Health Agency, Northwest 
Counseling and Support Services, Northwestern 
Medical Center, and the VT Department of Health.

Miscellaneous
Foot Clinics – Regular care of your feet can 

prevent problems. If you are an elderly and/or 
disabled person who is unable to do your own 
foot care, please consider attending a Foot Clinic. 
Franklin County Home Health Agency offers 
monthly Foot Clinics throughout the year in St. 
Albans, Swanton, Franklin, East Fairfield, and 
Enosburg. To schedule an appointment, please 

call our office at 802-527-7531. The cost for Foot 
Care Clinics is $20.

Start the Conversation – End of Life 
Planning. We plan for all life’s milestones – 
marriage, birth, retirement. But few of us have 
plans in place for our end of life. Planning for 
end-of-life starts with understanding your care 
options, including hospice and palliative care 
options. An advance directive can provide this 
information for your family and physician. Start 
this conversation with your family before you 
are in a health crisis. Information and materials 
to help facilitate your conversation are available 
on a new website for the Start the Conversation 
statewide initiative, www.starttheconversationvt.
org. You can also call Franklin County Home 
Health Agency to learn more about your hospice 
and palliative care options, 802-527-7531, or visit 
our website www.fchha.org.

DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY, UNDERHILL

The French Conversation Group will meet 
on Thursday, December 1 at 6:30 PM. This is 
not a French “class,” but a relaxed setting for 
adults and high school/college students to listen 
to and practice speaking French at any level, 
from beginner to advanced. Stop in for some 
conversation and cultural exchange. For more 
information, call Henry at 899-3349.

The library is open on Sundays from 1:00 – 4:00 
PM. Stop in for an afternoon of library enjoyment. 
And on the first Sunday of each month, we offer 
our music programs, offering a range of musical 
venues. Please join us on Sunday, December 4 at 
2:00 PM as we welcome The Insiders – Albright, 
Penoyer, and Sagar. The Insiders cover a wide 
variety of music from blues to swing jazz and 
beyond. John Penoyar sings, plays guitar, and is 
one of Vermont’s major proponents of one of the 
most miscellaneous of instruments – the ukulele. 
He will be joined by Todd Sagar on fiddle, dobro, 
and chromatic harmonica (a rival of the ukulele 
for most miscellaneous instrument!) and vocals, 
and the incomparable Andrew Albright on string 
bass and vocals.

Mah Jongg is at DRML twice a month! We 
play Mah Jongg on the first Monday evening 
and on the third Monday afternoon of the 
month. So in December, we will be playing on 
Monday, December 5 at 6:30 PM and on Monday, 
December 19 at 1:00 PM. Whether you have 
never played before, would like to sharpen your 
skills, or just join a bunch of folks ready for a 
fun time, please join us as we explore the ancient 
Chinese tile game of winds, dragons, and number 
tiles. If you like card games, you’ll probably love 
Mah Jongg!

Scrabble is back! Tuesday, December 6, 10:00 
AM – join us… and bring a friend along to play, 
as well!

The Underhill Historical Society will host a 
talk, The Battle for Christmas on Wednesday, 
December 7 at 6:30 PM by local author Stephen 
Nissenbaum. Anyone who laments the excesses 
of Christmas might consider the Puritans of 
Massachusetts who in the late 1690s outlawed 
the holiday. The Puritans had their reasons, since 
Christmas was then an occasion for drunkeness 
and riot. Consider how far we’ve come! Stop in 
for this enlightening and entertaining talk.

The Mystery Book Group will meet on 
Thursday, December 8 at 7:00 PM to discuss The 
Franchise Affair by Josephine Tey. Please join us!

The 2016 Vermont Reads selection is The 
Endurance: Shackleton’s Legendary Antarctic 
Expedition by Caroline Alexander. Exactly one 
hundred years ago, Sir Ernest Shackleton’s ship, 
the Endurance, was imprisoned and crushed by 
sea ice near Antarctica. It nearly cost his crew 
their lives, but all 28 of them would survive. 
Theirs is one of the greatest adventure and 
survival stories of the twentieth century. We are 
planning a dramatic reading of selections from 
this work on Monday, December 12. There are 
multiple copies of the book available at Deborah 
Rawson Memorial Library. Please stop in to pick 

up a copy and decide if you would like to be part 
of a dramatic reading of this work, or simply 
interested in reading it and coming to a program 
after which we will discuss our impressions of the 
exciting tale. Please call 899-4962 for details on 
how you can be involved.

Deborah Rawson Book Lovers (DRBL) is an 
adult book discussion group that meets monthly 
at the library. The December selection is What 
If? by Randall Munroe. The group will meet 
on Tuesday, December 13 at 7:00 PM. New 
members are always welcome to drop in on any 
meeting, which is always the second Tuesday of 
the month at 7:00 PM. For more information, 
contact Christine@cstaffa.com.

Homeschoolers Forum – Wednesday, 
December 14, 6:30 PM. Whether you are new to 
homeschooling or a homeschool veteran of many 
years, please join us. Leave the kids at home for 
this one so we can relax together, meet other 
homeschooling parents, and share our thoughts 
and concerns in the cozy fireside environment of 
the library. Let’s meet to discuss and support one 
another in our homeschooling adventures. Light 
refreshments will be served.

December StoryHour, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays at 10:30 AM on December 1, 7, 8, 14, 
and 15. Drop in for stories, songs, projects, and a 
nutritious snack! No registration required.

StoryHour – Beth London, formerly of Poker 
Hill School, will be offering song and story hour 
on the first two Friday mornings in December 
(December 2 and 9). Beth will bring a favorite 
story and follow that with songs for singing and 
dancing accompanied by her guitar, ukulele, 
and other instruments. Children of all ages are 
welcome to join her at 11:00 AM. No registration 
required.

Friday Teen Night – Magic: The Gathering on 
Friday, December 2, 6:30 – 8:30 PM. Grades 6 
and up. The Glory, Knowledge and Conquest is 
yours! Grab your deck and a friend and head on 
over to DRML for Magic: The Gathering!

Deborah Rawson Memorial Library After-
School Program Survey – Parents and children in 
communities served by DRML are encouraged to 
fill out the survey on the library’s website about 
after school program interests.

Library hours: Tuesday 12:00 – 8:00 PM, 
Wednesday 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM, Thursday 
12:00 – 8:00 PM, Friday 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM, 
Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, Sunday 1:00 – 
4:00 PM; closed Monday. For information on any 
of the library’s programs, call 899-4962.

JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 

& EVENTS AT JTL 
Tai Chi for all ages and all levels: Wednesdays, 

10:00 – 11:00 AM. Join instructor Shaina Levee 
at the Jericho Community Center to learn and 
practice Tai Chi, a powerful healing art, moving 
meditation, and martial art all in one. This series 
is open to all ages and all levels. Wear loose, 
comfortable clothes. Free and open to the public.

COMMUNITY COFFEE HOUSE: Saturday, 
December 3, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM.  Come to the 
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We have immediate openings in our manufacturing department 
for long-term, full-time seasonal employment.  We have other 
opportunities available throughout our company for days, early 
evenings, and weekend shifts. No experience is necessary; we 
will train you.  

Manufacturing
Customer Service Reps

 Warehouse 
Apply in person. 8 am to 5 pm

Harrington’s of Vermont
210 East Main Street,  Richmond, VT   05477

Seasonal Positions 

EMAILED ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISING INSERTION ORDER
Thomas Hirchak Company
FROM: Terra Keene
Phone: 800-634-7653 
Advertising2@thcauction.com

COMPANY: Mountain Gazette
TO: Brenda Boutin
1C=1.5; 2C=3.25; 3C=5;
PHONE:

TODAY’S DATE: 11/22/16
NAME OF FILE: PrimeProperties_MG2
DATE(S) TO RUN: 12/1/2016

SIZE OF AD: 2x4

EMAILED TO: mtgazette@earthlink.net

SECTION: Class REAL ESTATE

Thomas Hirchak Company 
THCAuction.com • 800-634-7653

Pretty location, divide into lots or maintain the acreage 
for agricultural use. 2,160±SF Barn, 3BR Farmhouse 
with living room, kitchen, dining, and office. GROW 
your FUTURE here!

Friday, December 9 @ 2PM
3390 VT Route 100, Hyde Park, VT

Foreclosure: 1900 Farmhouse,
Barn on 138± Acres

TOWN OF JERICHO
PUBLIC HEARING ON 

CAPITAL BUDGET AND 
FIVE-YEAR PLAN

On Thursday, December 15, 2016 at 7:00 
PM at the Jericho Town Hall, 67 VT Route 
15, Jericho, Vermont, the Town of Jericho 
Selectboard will hold a public hearing 
to solicit comments on the proposed 
FY18 Capital Budget and Five Year Plan. 
The public is invited to attend and offer 
comments on the proposed budget and plan. 
Copies may be viewed outside the Town 
Clerks office between the hours of 8:00 AM 
and 3:00 PM or at www.jerichovt.gov. 

library for a freshly brewed cup of coffee (or tea 
or hot chocolate) and stay for live acoustic music, 
games, books, wifi, and socializing!

MAKER SPACE: INTRO TO HAND 
SEWING: Monday, December 5, 5:30 – 6:30 
PM.  Learn how to sew a fleece headband/ear 
warmer! Anna Vaserstein and Kirsten Wiley will 
teach basic hand sewing skills to beginners ages 
10 and up. Come away with your own fleece 
earwarmer! All materials provided. Class size is 
limited to 10 participants. Please pre-register by 
emailing Colleen, colleen@jerichotownlibraryvt.
org.

TRANSITION TOWN JERICHO: Monday, 
December 12, 5:30 – 6:30 PM. Transition Town 
is a worldwide initiative to inspire communities 
to come together to explore the practicalities 
of rebuilding local resilience and reducing 
carbon emissions. There are thousands of towns 
involved in this effort and several active chapters 
in Vermont! Come learn about Transition Town 
movement with trained Transition facilitator 
Laura Markowitz and discuss the possibilities for 
Jericho!

YOUTH PROGRAMMING AT JTL
Dungeons & Dragons: Wednesdays, 4:30 – 

6:30 PM. Players ages 10 and up. No experience 
necessary but a commitment to the group is 
needed in order to follow the on-going story line.

LEGO CLUB: Thursday, December 1, 4:30 
– 5:30 PM. Lego challenges, competitions, and 
creative play.

ALL LIBRARY PROGRAMS ARE FREE 
AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.

For more information on programs and 
library services, please visit our website at www.
jerichotownlibraryvt.org or give us a call at 899-
4686.

VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY,
JEFFERSONVILLE

Story Hour and Crafts with LN, every 
Thursday, 10:00 – 11:00 AM. Come hear stories 
from a gifted and talented storyteller, and she 
does a craft with kids!

Varnum Open Mic – Wednesday, December 
7, 6:00 – 8:00 PM. Monthly Open Mic night and 
potluck, through April on the first Wednesday of 
the month, with Master of Ceremonies Rockin’ 
Ron and featuring music and comedy. All ages 
welcome. Presented by the Cambridge Arts 
Council and Smugglers’ Notch Area Chamber of 
Commerce.

Weekly Crafting Circle, Mondays, 5:00 – 
7:00 PM. Come and enjoy fiber and fabric with 
craft novices, as well as folks who have enjoyed 
handwork arts for their lifetimes! Have a project 
you’re already working on? Bring it in and share 
your expertise and enthusiasm.

Book discussion Saturday, December 10, 
3:00 – 5:00 PM. This year’s series theme is A 
Mysterious Lens on American Culture, sponsored 
by the VT Humanities Council. On December 10, 
Faye Kellerman’s book The Ritual Bath. The first 
of eleven novels in the Peter Decler/Rina Lazarus 
series, published in 1986, this novel throws the 
two together for the first time when Decker is 
assigned to investigate a rape at the mikvah (ritual 
bath) in the Orthodox complex where Rina lives 
with her two sons, Shumel (Sammy) and Yaakov 
(Jacob or Jake). Decker and his partner Marge 
Dunn are shocked that such a heinous crime 
could take place at a Yeshiva, Jewtown as the 
police refer to it. As the novel unfolds and murder 
comes into play, Rina and Peter are drawn to each 
other. As one would expect their relationship is 
frowned upon because she’s religious, and Peter is 
considered an outsider. Peter’s biological mother 
was Jewish, but he was given up for adoption at 
birth. Through an adoption agency mix-up he 
was placed with Baptist parents. He grew up as a 

Baptist. Magnificent treatment and 
presentation of Orthodox Jewish 
lifestyles! Realistic struggles 
and wonderfully developed 
relationships along side of the 
police drama/mystery. Faye begins 
Peter and Rina’s life story here 
with romance and tenderness while 
helping Peter to discover his roots 
and begin to touch his spiritual 
beliefs. (amazon.com review) Our 
scholar from last year, Fran Cerulli, 
is returning to lead the discussions.

The Varnum Library, P.O. Box 
198, 194 Main St., Jeffersonville, 
802-644-2117; thevarnum@gmail.
com. Please visit Varnum Library’s 
website, http://thevarnum.org.

Hours: Mondays and Tuesdays 
12:00 – 7:00 PM, Wednesdays 3:00 
– 7:00 PM, Thursdays 9:00 AM – 
7:00 PM, Fridays 2:00 – 5:00 PM, 
and Saturdays 10:00 AM – 3:00 
PM. Closed Sundays.

WESTFORD PUBLIC 
LIBRARY,

Early Literacy Storytime for 
birth to preschool age children is 
every Thursday, 11:00 AM. No 
registration needed. Several stories 
around a theme, and a theme-
based craft. All ages and levels of 
attention are encouraged to come. 

Don’t worry if they fidget – they are still getting 
a lot out of it!

Playgroup every Monday, 9:30 AM!
Tai Chi 2, every Tuesday and Thursday, 9:00 

– 9:45 AM.
Library Hours: Wednesday 1:00 – 7:00 PM, 

Thursday 10:00 AM – 7:00 PM, Friday 1:00 – 
7:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM; website 
www.westfordpubliclibrary.wordpress.com; email 
westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com. Like us on 
Facebook. 878-5639, Bree Drapa, Librarian.

RICHMOND LIBRARY
Knit Night, Wednesdays, 6:30 – 8:00 PM. Bring 

your knitting project and join other knitters in the 
Mezzanine Lounge. Don’t knit? Then bring your 
tatting, crochet, embroidery, needlepoint, quilting, 
or whatever is keeping your hands busy!

Lego Club: Come join other Lego enthusiasts. 
We have lots of Legos to build with and our 
collection is growing thanks to donations from the 
community. Lego Club is appropriate for youth 
age 5-10. No registration is required, just come 
play on Wednesdays from 3:00 – 4:00 PM.

Early Bird Math is an interactive math 
literacy story time for young children and their 
caregivers. Through books, songs and games, 
children are exposed to numbers, counting, 
shapes, measurements, and many other early math 
concepts, and will enjoy a chance to play with 
their peers. Join Wendy in the Community Room 
on Fridays at 11:00 AM.

And, of course, browse www.rfl.kohavt.
org to discover new audiobooks, movies, and 
books for all ages! The catalog will also search 
downloadable ebook and audiobook titles from 
ListenUp Vermont.

Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. 
Box 997, Richmond, VT 05477; 434-3036; 434-
3223 (fax); www.richmondfreelibraryvt.org.

Open Monday and Wednesday, 10:00 AM – 
8:00 PM, Tuesday and Thursday, 1:00 – 6:00 PM; 
Friday, 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM; Saturday, 10:00 AM 
– 2:00 PM.

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
The Library will be closed Saturday, December 

24 and Monday, December 26, and Saturday, 
December 31 and Monday, January 2.

All events are free unless noted. Pre-registration 
encouraged. Call or email libraryprograms@
fwsu.org.

Thursday, December 1, 6:00 – 7:00 PM, PJ 
Story Hour. Kids age 0-6 listen to themed stories, 
followed by a craft and snack. Thanks to Building 
Bright Futures for this wonderful program.

Thursday, December 1, 3:15 – 4:30 PM, Chess 
Club begins for those registered. 3:15 – 4:00 
PM, beginners; 4:00 – 4:30 PM, intermediates. 
Continues Thursdays throughout December.

Saturday, December 3, 9:00 – 11:00 AM, Wreath 
Making. Make a holiday wreath or a swag in this 
family friendly workshop with Helen Fersing. 
Cost is $20 for a 22-24” wreath with decorations 
($15 for a plain wreath), or $10 for a swag (these 
can be made by children). Please register.

Tuesdays, December 6, 13, 20, 9:30 – 10:30 
AM, Preschool Story Hour. December 6: Animals 
in Winter. December 13: Penguins. December 
20: Winter & Snow. Join us for themed stories, 
songs, and activities for ages 0-6. No registration 
necessary for story hour.

Tuesday, December 6, 6:00 – 8:00 PM, Family 
Game Night. Join us for this fun monthly tabletop 
game event! Bring a favorite game or come and 
learn a new one. Drop in. Ages 5+.

Wednesdays, December 7, 21, 3:15 – 4:15 PM, 
READ to a DOG. Kids ages 5-10 can read a book 
of their choice to a fuzzy, friendly dog. Call to 
reserve a 15-minute slot.

Thursdays, December 8, 15, 22, 3:15 – 4:30 
PM, Chess Club continues for those registered.

Tuesday, December 13, 6:00 – 8:00 PM, Drop-
in Rock Painting. Free and fun, this drop-in 
program for adults is a relaxing way to spend a 
few minutes (or the evening). Chat with friends as 
you paint wonderful designs on smooth rocks to 
take home and decorate with or give as gifts. All 
materials provided.

Wednesday, December 14, 3:00 – 4:00 PM, 
LEGO Club. Ages 6+ enjoy themed Lego play 
after school. Please register.

Saturday, December 17, 9:00 – 11:00 AM, 
Tech Help: How to back up data onto the cloud. 
Come at 9:00 AM for small group learning about 

backing up data onto the cloud securely, and/or 
stay for individual tech questions from 10:00 – 
11:00 AM. You can ask any tech question and/or 
bring in a device with which you need help. You 
will be ably assisted by our techie, Josiah.

Monday, December 19, 3:00 – 4:00 PM, 
Crafternoon: Winter Lanterns. Kids 6+ will make 
beautiful lanterns using ball jars, decorations, and 
battery operated candles. Must register. 

Wednesday, December 21, 3:00 – 4:00 PM, 
STEM club: Kids age 6+ will build hovercrafts. 
Must pre-register.

Tuesday, December 27, no Preschool Story 
Hour

Thursday-Friday, December 29-30: Stuffed 
Animal Sleepover. Drop off stuffed animals 
Thursday between 5:00 – 7:00 PM, hear a story 
and do a craft. Pick up stuffed animals Friday 
morning at 9:30 AM for a kids’ pancake breakfast 
and slideshow of all the fun the stuffies had.

The library is open Monday and Wednesday 
8:30 AM – 5:30 PM, Tuesday and Thursday 8:30 
AM – 8:00 PM, Friday 8:30 AM – 3:15 PM, 
Saturday 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM.

For up-to-date info about programs, visit our 
website: www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you can 
also find a link to the interactive Google calendar.

DOROTHY ALLING MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY, WILLISTON

All events free. Children 8 and younger must 
be accompanied by an adult while at the library.

Holiday Party Decorating, Saturday, December 
3, 10:30 – 12:30 PM. Celebrate the coming 
winter! Kids can make a gingerbread house while 
adults help us decorate for the winter holidays. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library. Pre-
register kids for Gingerbread Houses. Election of 
Friends Officers at 10:00 AM. Free.

LEGO Club: Tuesday, December 6, 2:00 – 
3:00 PM. Make your own LEGO creations using 
the library’s LEGO collection. All ages. Snacks 
provided. Children ages 8 and younger must be 
accompanied by an adult. Free.

Food for Thought Teen Library Volunteers: 
Thursday, December 1, 4:00 – 5:00 PM. Teens 
meet for pizza, discussion, book/DVD selection, 
and planning special events for the library. 
Community service opportunity. Grades 7-12. 
New members welcome! Free.

Spanish Musical Playgroup: Saturday, 
December 10, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM. Spanish 
rhymes, books, and songs for children birth to 
age 5. Non Spanish-speakers welcome! Includes 
playtime and snack. Sponsored with Building 
Bright Futures. Free.

Read to a Cat! Thursday, December 15, 3:00 
– 4:00 PM. Bring a book and read to Van Gogh, 
a certified therapy cat with “Love on a Leash” 
Foundation. Pre-register for a one-on-one session 
or just say hello. Free.

Preschool Music: Mondays, 11:00 AM 
with Peter Alsen (except December 26), and 
Thursdays, 10:30 AM with Marcie Hernandez. 
(Thursday, December 1 and 29: Spanish Music 
with Constancia. No music on December 22). 
For children up to age 5 with a caregiver. No 
pre-registration. Limit: one session per week per 
family. Free.

Thursday Playtime: Thursdays, 11:00 AM 
– 12:00 PM. (December 22 at 10:30 AM). 
Preschoolers and their caregivers are invited for 
an informal play time following our Preschool 
Music program. For children birth to age 5. 
Sponsored with Building Bright Futures. Free.

Gingerbread Stories and Cookie Decorating: 
Monday, December 12, 6:30 PM. Bring kids in 
PJs with their favorite stuffed animal for stories 
and gingerbread fun. Sponsored with Building 
Bright Futures of Williston. Free.

Preschool Story Time: Tuesdays, 10:30 AM. 
Includes a simple craft activity. December 6: 
Hooray for Grandparents with Victoria Francis; 
December 13: Fairy Tales; December 20: Get 
Ready for Winter. (No story time December 27.) 
Ages 3-5. Free.

Coding Club: Tuesdays, December 6 and 13, 
4:30 – 5:30 PM. Design your own video game in 
Scratch. Play your game with a custom controller 
created using Makey Makey. 8th Grade Challenge. 
Grades 3-4. Pre-register. Space is limited. Free.

Dorothy Alling Memorial Library, 21 Library 
Lane, Williston. 802-878-4918, www.williston.
lib.vt.us. 

Libraries continued from page 5

Vermont Student Assistance Corporation 
(VSAC) has released its annual booklet, 
Scholarships for Vermonters, the ultimate guide 
to learn more about available scholarships and 
how to apply for them.

VSAC administers 168 different programs 
worth over $5 million for eligible Vermonters for 
academic year 2017-2018.

The booklet goes into detail on this year’s 
application process, which features simplified 
essay and recommendation requirements for most 
scholarships. The booklet is available online at 
www.vsac.org. Also, printed booklets are available 
at Vermont high schools and border-state schools 
enrolling Vermont students.

Beginning Sunday, January 1, VSAC will have 
links to complete the online unified scholarship 

application, or USA. Required transcripts, 
recommendations, and other documentation can 
be uploaded right at the VSAC website.

While grants are generally awarded according 
to financial need, scholarships are typically 
based on factors or unique traits depending on 
the scholarship. These may include residency, 
degree program or major, academic achievement, 
extracurricular activities and – in some cases – 
financial need.

The deadline for these VSAC assisted 
scholarships is March 3, 2017 and Vermont 
residency is required. Those who submit their 
applications by February 3 are automatically 
included in a drawing for a $1000 early bird 
scholarship!

VSAC scholarship booklet 
available online, in high schools



TRUCKING - TOWING

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FORESTRY MANAGEMENT

TRUCKING - METAL RECYCLING

call 878-8467 now for Winter 2016-17

Dan Marcotte 
Construction LLC

Replacement Windows and Vinyl Siding
Building, Remodeling, Repairs

899-2926      355-1092
danieljmarcotte@aol.com • Jericho

23 Kristie Lane
Jericho, vT 05465
www.thurgate.com

• Customs Homes
• Remodeling
• Design
• Handyman

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

All Phase Property Maintenance, LLC
Schedule 

FALL CLEANUP SAVE 
10%

Lawn Care & Gardens, Fence Installation/Repair, Pressure Washing, Stone-Concrete
Walkways, Walls and Patios, Firewood, Light Trucking, Driveway Installation & Repair 
Yorkraking, Brushhogging, Snow Plowing, Sanding & Salting, Eletrical & much more...

Offi ce: 899-2919 - Cell: 734-8247
Stephan Griffi ths Jr. - Owner

Fully Insured                                 allphase87@email.com                            Essex, VT 05452

Residential

commerical

NATURAL RESOURCE CONSULTING • FOREST MANAGEMENT PLANNING

Providing forest management 
service for over 20 years

Scott Moreau
PO Box39

Westford, VT 05494
offi  ce 802-849-6629

cell 802-343-1566 www.GLForestry.com
GLForestry@aol.com

GREENLEAF CONSULTING, INC
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EXCAVATION & MORE

ART / MusIc

ART/PHOTOGRAPHY
Emile A Gruppe Gallery presents Harald Aksdal in a new 

exhibition titled Landscape Portraits and Other Things. The show 
will hang through December 2016. This is Harald’s philosophy, 
which refl ects his work: “I fi rst remember really seeing a tree when 
I was eight or nine years old. The need to draw it was so strong I 
can still see the deep texture of the bark and the seemingly endless 
crisscrossing branches and twigs. Through detailed landscapes, I 
attempt to demonstrate my admiration for our natural world. Each 
piece begins with an on location sketch and is then completed in 
my studio, where I try to move beyond my architect’ s critical 
eye to incorporate touches of the abstract in an effort to convey 
a sense of presence and substance.” And here is another thought 
from Harald: “Each blade of grass is an individual and is to be 
treated with respect as any individual deserves.” The gallery is open 
Thursday-Sunday, 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM, and is located at 22 Barber 
Farm Road in Jericho. For more information, go online to www.
emilegruppegallery.com.

“Out-of-doors, into the fi elds and woods, into the kaleidoscope 
of color and light.” (Carlson, John F. Carlson’s Guide to Landscape 
Painting. ©1929 & 1934 by JF Carlson, NA; 1953 & 1958 by 
Sterling Publishing Co., Inc. & reprinted by Dover Publications, 
Inc., New York, NY, in 1973.) Established and emerging artists are 
invited to submit one or two pieces of two-dimensional artwork 
in any medium (including photography) for Kaleidoscope, an 
exhibit scheduled for January through March 2017 at the Jericho 
Town Hall. The only two requirements: The work must refl ect 
whatever kaleidoscope means to you, and it must be able to be hung 
on a wall. Register by Friday, December 16; for information and 
registration, 878-8887 or blgreene@myfairpoint.net. The exhibit is 

one of an ongoing series of shows that are part of a collaborative 
project between the Town of Jericho and a committee of volunteers 
involved in the arts. The Committee includes Jericho Selectboard 
member Catherine McMains, artists Dianne Shullenberger and 
Barbara Greene, and gallery owner Emilie Alexander.

On exhibit at River Arts in Morrisville: One of a Kind, an exhibit 
of pastel monoprints by Mickey Meyers, through January 2 with an 
artist talk on Thursday, December 8, 5:30 – 6:30 PM; and The Old 
Neighborhood by Robert Brunelle, Jr., which also runs until January 
2. Mickey Myers is known for her multiple series monoprints. One 
of a Kind is a combination of earlier and re-imagined pieces from 
Myers’ print studio. Brunelle’s exhibit of paintings draws inspiration 
from old photographs collected through his lifetime. In his work, 
Brunelle contemplates the mystery of how, as the years pass, some 
things remain and some things do not. For more information, go to 
RiverArtsVT.org or call 802-888-1261.

Essex Art League meets the fi rst Thursday of the month, 
September-June, from 9:00 – 11:00 AM at the Essex Junction 
Congregational Church on VT Rt. 15. The meeting agenda includes 
a business and social time followed by a guest artist presentation. 
A detailed calendar of meetings, speakers, and online gallery of 
members works can be found at the League’s website, http://www.
essexartleague.com/.

MUSIC
On Sunday, December 4 at 2:00 PM, come listen to the 

University Concert Choir and Catamount Singers perform Winter’s 
Warm Music: A Celebration of Yuletide – music that has inspired 
and entertained countless generations. The performance at UVM’s 
Fleming Museum in Burlington under the direction of Professor 
David Neiweem, takes place in the magnifi cent ambiance of the 
Fleming Museum Marble Court. Co-sponsored by the UVM 
Department of Music and Dance. Free! For more on upcoming 
events and current exhibitions, visit www.fl emingmuseum.org.

Sunday, December 4 at 2:00 PM, the Deborah Rawson Memorial 
Library welcomes The Insiders – Albright, Penoyer, and Sagar. The 
Insiders cover a wide variety of music from blues to swing jazz and 
beyond. John Penoyar sings, plays guitar, and is one of Vermont’s 
major proponents of one of the most miscellaneous of instruments 
– the ukulele. He will be joined by Todd Sagar on fi ddle, dobro, and 
chromatic harmonica (a rival of the ukulele for most miscellaneous 
instrument!) and vocals, and the incomparable Andrew Albright on 
string bass and vocals. Main Reading Room, DRML, 8 River Rd., 
Jericho. Free! For information, 899-4962.

At the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, 2 Cherry St., Burlington on 
Sunday, December 4 at 3:00 PM, Cathedral Arts hosts the Vermont 
Choral Union, Jeff Rehbach, Music Director, presenting Behold, 
A Mystery. Drawing inspiration from ore than ten centuries of 
classical a cappella music, the 35 singers of the VT Choral Union 
will perform a program of traditional carols, ancient chant, intricate 
Renaissance polyphony, lush 19th and 20th century works, as well 
as music from the past decade. General admission $20; students 
15-22 and seniors $15; under 15, by donation. Tickets available in 
advance at FlynnTix, 863-5966, at the Flynn box offi ce, or at the 
door on the day of the concert. Parking is free on Sundays.

Full Circle presents an afternoon of medieval, Renaissance, and 
traditional music on Sunday, December 11, 4:00 – 5:00 PM at the 
UCW White Church on Westford Common, as part of the UCW 
Westford Winter Music Series. The fi ve-piece ensemble of talented 
musicians makes soulful airs with recorders, hammered dulcimer, 
harp, guitar, percussion, and voices. Full Circle’s extensive 
repertoire includes Celtic songs and dances, folk music from North 
and South America, music from the Middle Ages and Renaissance, 
and a collection of songs, dances, and carols for the winter holidays. 
The concert is free; refreshments will be served. For information, 
contact Marjorie Hamrell, 879-4028 or mhamrell@comcast.net.

Cathedral Arts presents the UVM Catamount Singers’ Winter 
Concert on Tuesday, December 6, 12:15 PM. The University 
of Vermont’s select choir directed by David Neiweem presents 
their annual concert of seasonal works. Free, concert held at the 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, 2 Cherry St., Burlington. Bring a 
bag lunch; coffee and tea provided. Donations gratefully accepted! 
Wheelchair accessible; free handicapped parking with plates or tags 
at the Cathedral. Paid parking at the Cathedral, or two hours free in 
the city lot at Macy’s.

On Wednesday, December 7, two student ensembles will present 
concerts starting at 7:00 PM at the Dibden Center for the Arts at 
Johnson State College, Johnson, VT. The Johnson Jazz Ensemble 
and the JSC Funk/Fusion Ensemble will perform a variety of 
selections for their end-of-semester performance. The concerts are 
free and open to the public. For more information, 636-1476 or 
jscBoxOffi ce@jsc.edu.

On Friday, December 9 at 7:00 PM at the Dibden Center for 
the Arts at Johnson State College, Johnson, VT, the JSC Concert 
Band will present a concert entitled Stories, myths, and Legends. 
The band, directed by JSC adjunct music professor Steven Light, 
consists of JSC students, faculty, and staff as well as community 
members. Free and open to the public.  For more information, 636-
1476 or jscBoxOffi ce@jsc.edu.

Also at Johnson State College’s Dibden Center for the Arts, 
JSC will host its annual Holiday Gala on Sunday, December 11 
beginning at 4:00 PM. The program features performances by 
multiple student music and choral groups, including the JSC 
Chorale, Chamber Singers, Concert Band, Jazz Ensemble, and 
three a cappella groups – in addition to an audience sing-along and 
a visit from Santa. Admission is $5 for the public; proceeds will go 
toward scholarships for JSC music majors. Tickets are available at 
the Dibden Center box offi ce. For more information, 636-1476 or 
jscBoxOffi ce@jsc.edu.

this event. On November 
17, a Movember parade 
took place in the halls 
for all to enjoy and see 
the Movember staff 
participants in their 
costumes. Congratulations 
to teacher Mr. Tom Keblin 
for being our BRMS 
Movember Overall 
Winner! Other results 
include: Overall Runner 
Up: Mr. Keith Fitzpatrick; 
Food Donation Winner: 
Mr. Tom Keblin (112 
items); Beard Winner: Ms. 
Amie Fisher; and Costume 
Winner: Mr. Bryant Pless. 
   PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

Students and staff members at 
Browns River Middle School in 
Jericho participated in Movember 
during the month of November. 
Students donating food to our local 
food shelf and ten staff members 
grew beards to help raise awareness 
of men’s health. Thanks to teacher 
Mr. Bryant Pless for encouraging 
students and staff to create a happier, 
healthier school community with 
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JIM BEDELL
Excavating

Family Owned & Operated Since 1970
 • Complete New Home Excavating
 • Septic Systems, Water & Power Lines
 • Drainage Problems
 • Land Clearing
 • Driveway & Road Installation & Repair
 • Gravel & Sand
                • Stone & Topsoil Deliveries
                       • Snowplowing & Sanding
                             • Free Estimates

899-4981

35 Tupper Road, Underhill, VT

JIM BEDELL
Excavating

ESSEX

We do it all!
141-147 Pearl St., Essex Jct., 879-1966

EssexAutomotive.com

Let our certified technicians 
service your vehicles.

SERVICE YOU CAN TRUSTSERVICE YOU CAN TRUSTSERVICE YOU CAN TRUST

Qualifications Matter.
All of our technicians are ASE certified!

No appointment needed! Open 6:59 a.m.

Rob Black
Manager

Nino Barry
ASE Technician

Ambrose Cousino
ASE Technician

Justin Greene
ASE Technician

✔ Open 6:59 a.m. to 5 p.m. M-F ✔ No Appointment Needed

✔ Same Day Service ✔  Free Shuttle

Jericho seniors were treated to a wonderful trip on Saturday, 
November 12. On behalf of the Jericho Recreation Committee, 
thank you Jericho community for your support – our special 
outing for seniors was a huge success! All tickets sold! A big 
shout out to Snowfl ake Chocolates, Jericho Country Store, and 
Dunkley’s Gymnastics for sponsoring the outing. 
                                                                      PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

United Way Volunteer Connection listings
By Sue Alenick, United Way Volunteer Columnist

GIVE THE GIFT OF TIME! United Way of Northwest Vermont’s 
mobile-friendly Volunteer Connection search platform connects you to 
hundreds of volunteer needs with local nonprofi ts. Search by age, date, 
county, or interest; fi nd nonprofi ts by causes that are important to you. Now 
volunteers have even more ways to stay connected to community needs. 
Go to www.unitedwaynwvt.galaxydigital.com or contact us at volctr@
unitedwaynwvt.org or 860-1677.

PHONATHON – COTS (Committee on Temporary Shelter) is 
gathering volunteers for its annual Winter Phonathon to be held this year 
at the Burlington Town Center. From Monday-Thursday, November 
28-December 1 and Monday-Tuesday, December 5-6, volunteers can call 
current COTS supporters or help in the mailroom. Dinner kicks off at 5:00 
PM with orientation from 5:30 – 6:00 PM. Calling and mailing continue 
until 9:00 PM. Raffl es and refreshments make this a really fun event! 
Contact Sian Leach, 864-7402 or volunteer@cotsonline.org.

TRAIN HOP! – The Train Hop Committee will hold it’s 8th Annual 
Tree Lighting and Train Hop on Friday, December 9 in Essex is looking 
for “conductors” to greet visitors at local business and non-profi ts. A great 
chance to meet new people in the community! Shifts from 6:00 – 7:00 

PM and 7:00 – 8:00 PM. Contact Darby, 878-6944 or darby@
essexjunction.org.

HOLIDAY GIVING – A number of local groups are 
providing holiday giving programs to provide gifts to those 
who might otherwise go without: Howard Center – Donations 
of gift and food certifi cates, new toys and games, and now 
warm clothing will be appreciated by community members 
who receive services every year. Contact Denise Vignoe, 488-
6912 or dvignoe@howardcenter.org. Lund – Help support 
their holiday giving program with gift cards to grocery stores, 
gas stations, and Wal-Mart, self care items, towels and sheets, 
children’s books, and children’s winter coats and boots. Contact 
Jamie Tourangeau, 864-7467 or jamiet@lundvt.org. Steps to 
End Domestic Violence – Sponsor a child (age and gender 
provided) affected by domestic violence by providing four gifts 
not to exceed $100. Businesses or organizations might consider 
sponsoring a whole family! Contact Kim Jordan, 658-3131 or 
kimj@stepsvt.org. Vermont Housing Finance Agency – Help 
keep children warm during the winter by knitting (or buying) 
mittens and gloves to be fi lled with candy canes for children in 
programs at the King Street Center. Drop off at VHFA or contact 
Steve Gronlund, 864-5743 or sgronlund@vhfa.org.

CHRISTMAS KETTLES – The Salvation Army 
needs volunteers to staff their red kettles at various locations 
throughout the area. Flexible scheduling Monday-Saturday 
through Saturday, December 24; shifts between 10:00 AM – 
8:00 PM. Contact Scott Murray at 864-6991 or scott.murray@
use.salvationarmy.org.

WRAP IT UP – Vermont CARES needs volunteers for 
its gift wrapping fundraiser at the Burlington Town Center 
Saturday, December 10-Saturday, December 24. Three shifts: 
11:00 AM – 2:00 PM, 2:00 – 5:00 PM, and 5:00 – 8:00 PM. 
Volunteer and bring your friends to help! Contact Christian 
Pinillos, 863-2437 or Christian@vtcares.org.

A TAXING TIME – Volunteers are needed to help as 
tax preparers for low- to moderate-income families in the 
community. United Way of Northwest Vermont – Working 
Bridges Mobile Tax Preparers provide free tax help for low-
wage workers at workplaces and some community sites. Two 
to four hours a week from mid-February through mid-March. 
Contact Connie Beal, 881-4218 or connie@unitedwaynwvt.org. 

Champlain Valley Offi ce of Economic 
Opportunity – Volunteer as a tax preparer 
through VITA. No accounting experience 
needed. Flexible scheduling, four hours 
per week from February through April 
15. Greeters are also needed. Contact 
Mike McClintock, 863-6248, Ext. 731, or 
mmcclintock@cvoeo.org. IRS training is 
provided either online or in the classroom 
for both programs, and volunteers must pass 
an online IRS test.

REACHING OUT – Samaritan 
House, Inc. is looking for volunteers to 
provide community outreach to members 
of the homeless community in St. Albans. 
After training, volunteers are paired with an 
experienced individual to provide outreach 
and education to the chronically homeless 
to help them secure sustainable housing. 
Contact Joe LeClair, 527-0847, Ext. 201 or 
joe.leclair@samaritan-house.com.

A BASKET OF HAPPINESS – 
Operation Happiness provides over 1000 
Franklin and Grand Isle County families 
in need with food baskets and toys for the 
holiday season. Volunteers may donate 
items such as gift and food certifi cates, new 
toys or games, and new warm clothing. 
Monetary donations will be used to buy 
gifts as well. To volunteer, contact Paul, 
527-7418, Ext. 11, or Sally, tuukas12@
gmail.com.

HOLIDAY GIFTS – A NEW Place is 
seeking volunteers to donate holiday gifts 
for homeless men and women who are 
rewriting their stories. Items may include 
shaving cream, a small fl ashlight, book of 
stamps, deodorant, umbrella, movie pass, 
journal/notebook, CCTA bus pass, etc. 
Contact Hannah Anderson, 862-9879 or 
hannah@anewplacevt.org.

GIFTS FOR YOUNG FAMILIES 
– Help brighten the holidays for a single 
parent family through Champlain College’s 
Holiday Sponsorship Program. Volunteers 
are matched with single parents and their 
children to provide them with gifts from 
their wish list. Contact Hilary Watson, 860-
2723 or hwatson@champlain.edu.

CHILD CARE – Prevent Child Abuse 
Vermont is looking for more volunteers to 
read, sing, play, build, dance, create, and 
just be silly with kids of all ages while their 
parents participate in Nurturing Parenting 
Programs. Mondays from 5:30 – 7:30 PM. 
Volunteers are invited to join a family style 
meal as well. Background check required. 
Contact Heather Niquette, 229-5724 or 
hniquette@pcavt.org.

BUILD A DREAM – The DREAM 
Program is seeking volunteers with 
experience in carpentry, building trades, and 
other skilled labors to help with maintenance 
and new construction projects at their rustic 
Camp DREAM property in Fletcher. The 
Camp offers free summer programs to 
youth and winter adventures when schools 
are out of session. Contact Matt Karkut, 
338-8979 or matt@dreamprogram.org.


