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News briefs continued on page 3

By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the Mountain Gazette

On Town Meeting Day, residents of Jericho will have one new 
item to debate. Article I asks whether voters should approve the 
creation of a Conservation Reserve Fund which would be funded 
by an annual tax against the grand list of $0.005 per $1000 of 
property value. Drafted by the Jericho Conservation Commission, 
the goal of the fund is to make money available for the conservation 
of land for purposes including recreation, agriculture, or forestry, 
or the preservation of wildlife habitat, scenic vistas, and important 
natural areas.

Jericho Conservation Commission Chair Tom Baribault 
explained that the fund could be seen as a replacement for the now-
defunct town tax stabilization plan. Under that plan, landowners 
applied for tax breaks based on conservation plans for their 
property. When the plan ended in 2014, those taking part were told 
to apply to the state for Current Use protection, but that plan has 
more restrictions and requires a minimum of 25 acres.

Baribault said the Select Board was looking for a way to 
replace the old tax stabilization plan and asked the Planning 
and Conservation Commissions to try to fi nd an alternative. The 
Conservation Commission began the process with a series of 
natural resource inventories, which resulted in the creation of a 
Natural Resources Overlay (NRO).

If voters approve the Conservation Fund, landowners who are 
interested in protecting their property through a conservation 
easement could apply to the fund for assistance to defray the costs of 
creating that easement, which would held by any of the appropriate 
local or state-wide conservation organizations. Applications would 
be reviewed by the Conservation Commission and those that met 
the criteria for protecting open space, agricultural land, forest 
blocks, or other important natural areas would be forwarded to the 
Select Board for approval.

Baribault wants to make the process as transparent as possible. 
Having land within the NRO would be a positive factor for 
a landowner, but even if the parcel does not fall within those 

The Opportunity
For over 70 years, the Tomasi family has owned and cared for 

an extraordinarily beautiful expanse of open meadow. All travelers 
in Underhill along Pleasant Valley Road have quietly enjoyed 
this scenic vista, which stretches towards Casey’s Hill and Mount 
Mansfi eld. The opportunity to purchase and protect the Tomasi 
Meadow is now!

The Challenge
The total cost of a conservation purchase of the Tomasi Meadow 

is $231,000. This sum includes the land, a survey, legal work, a 
stewardship endowment to monitor the land in perpetuity, and all 
other project expenses. The good news is that the Vermont Housing 
and Conservation Board has granted $155,000 towards this effort. 
The remaining amount to be raised is $76,000. There will be a vote 
at Underhill’s Town Meeting to contribute $20,000 towards this 
purchase. The Jericho Underhill Land Trust is working with the 
Vermont Land Trust to raise the remaining $56,000.

Community Asset
The Tomasi Meadow offers many opportunities. Besides the 

iconic view to Casey’s Hill, this land is also a productive hayfi eld. 
The Tomasi Meadow can also provide perimeter trails for year 
round recreation and an outdoor classroom for the Underhill Central 
School. Children sledding on Casey’s Hill, often fi nish their fast 
rides on the Tomasi Meadow. In 2005, Casey’s Hill was purchased 
and conserved for the Town of Underhill.

Today, we all have another chance to invest in our community.
IT CAN HAPPEN WITH YOUR HELP!
The conservation purchase of the Tomasi Meadow for the Town 

of Underhill depends on your help. We need to raise $56,000 and we 
are over two thirds there! Won’t you help preserve this distinctive 
landscape by making a tax-deductible contribution today?

Please make checks to the Jericho Underhill Land Trust (Tomasi 
Meadow) and mail to JULT, P.O. Box 80, Jericho, VT 05465. 
Donations can also be made online using our secure form at www.
j ult.org. Thank you!

The Underhill Historical Society is seeking INTERIOR pictures 
of the Town Hall from BEFORE 1970. We hope someone has old 
Town Meeting pictures, or even wedding pictures from the time it 
was the Union Church, that we could copy. Any leads would be 
greatly appreciated! Please call 899-3440. 
                                                                      PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Jericho’s Article One: A 
Proposed Conservation Fund

boundaries, the Conservation Commission would look to see 
if it meets other aspects of the Town Plan such as open space, 
agriculture, community fabric, or history.

Baribault said the median property value in Jericho is just over 
$300,000, so the owner of such a property would pay an additional 
$15 in taxes annually if the ballot item passes. He said that if  voters 
agreed to the fund, it would probably start at roughly $33,000, 
which is less than the $55,000 which was paid out to just under 40 
landowners in the last year of the town tax stabilization plan.

The Conservation Commission believes a fund would provide 
fi nancial benefi ts to the town, as well as to the individual landowners, 
by increasing property values, attracting business investment, 
reducing expenditures on infrastructure, and promoting healthy 
lifestyles. Additionally, since some state, federal, and private 
conservation funders require communities to share in project costs, 
the existence of a fund would make the town eligible for some of 
that funding by demonstrating community commitment.

According to the Conservation Commission, as of 2016, 48 
Vermont towns had conservation funds, including Bolton, Charlotte, 
Hinesburg, Huntington, Richmond, and Williston. Baribault said the 
Conservation Commission relied heavily on Richmond’s template 
but also incorporated some ideas from the other towns. “We see this 
as the best avenue for assisting people in protecting open space and 
preserving the most important natural resources,” he said.

“For decades the town of Jericho supported a tax stabilization 
program, which recognized that large landowners were under 
pressure to subdivide because their property taxes were greater 
than the income they could generate from their property,” Baribault 
said. “The whole concept was that it was a way the town could 
preserve more open space and help individual landowners. This 
year the Select Board will ask people to put roughly $33,000 in 
a Conservation Fund, which is in the same quantitative ballpark. 
It’s a question of whether citizens feel like this is a fair way to help 
landowners meet some of the objectives in the Town Plan and keep 
their land intact.”

By George Putnam
Selectboard Chair, Cambridge

Town Meeting Day will soon be here!
Town meeting in Cambridge is on the fi rst Tuesday in March, 

which this year is March 3. The meeting is held at the Cambridge 
Elementary School in Jeffersonville and begins at 9:00 AM.

The fi rst thing to know about town meeting is that there are two 
meetings on Town Meeting Day: the annual meeting of the town, 
and the annual meeting of the town school district. The town and 
the town school district are separate municipal entities.

The two meetings are held back to back, one after the other, with 
the order alternating each year. Last year the town school district 
meeting was fi rst. This year the town meeting will be fi rst.

The town meeting will start at 9:00 AM. The town school district 
meeting will start at 1:00 PM or when the town meeting ends, 
whichever is later. Lunch will be served from 11:30 AM – 12:30 
PM. Senator Richard Westman and Representative Lucy Rogers 
will address the meeting at 12:30 PM immediately following lunch.

The warning for the town meeting contains 17 articles and is at 
https://tinyurl.com/2020warning.

The warning for the town school district meeting contains nine 
articles and is at https://www.cesvt.net/town-reports/2020-annual-
school-meeting/.

Even though the town and the town school district are separate 
municipal entities, the citizens are the same. If you are a citizen 
of the Town of Cambridge, you are also a citizen of the Town of 
Cambridge School District. If you are not a citizen of the Town 
of Cambridge, you are not a citizen of the Town of Cambridge 
School District. There is only one voter checklist for both municipal 
entities.

Did you know that Town Meeting Day is an offi cial state holiday? 
Vermont state law at 1 V.S.A. § 371 lists twelve legal holidays, 
one of which is “Town Meeting Day, the fi rst Tuesday in March”: 
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/01/007/00371

Town Meeting Day is such a big deal in Vermont that in 2007 
the legislature added the right of employees to (generally) take 
unpaid leave to attend their annual town meeting. There are some 
qualifi cations to that right, and there is a notice requirement. See 21 
V.S.A. § 472b for details: https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/
section/21/005/00472b

[Here’s how to unpack “1 V.S.A. § 371” and “21 V.S.A. § 
472b”: The laws of the state are called Vermont Statutes Annotated 
(V.S.A.) and are organized into 33 titles. That’s the fi rst number in 
the citation. Title 1 is “General Provisions” and Title 21 is “Labor.” 
Titles are divided into sections (§). That’s the second number in the 
citation. Sections may be grouped into chapters and subchapters, 
but we don’t need that level of organization for this post.]

You may hear of other towns in Vermont that hold their annual 
town meeting on a day other than the fi rst Tuesday in March. Perhaps 
they hold it on the preceding Saturday or on Monday evening. 
Vermont state law allows towns to vote on holding their annual 
town meeting on any of the three days immediately preceding the 
fi rst Tuesday in March.

Frank Bryan, a professor emeritus of political science at the 
University of Vermont, studied town meetings for over 30 years. He 
sent students all over Vermont to observe and collect data at town 
meetings. (There are residents in Cambridge who were some of 
those students.) Prof. Bryan found that towns that changed the day 
of their annual town meeting away from the fi rst Tuesday in March 
often suffered long term declines in attendance and participation. 
Some towns that changed away from the fi rst Tuesday in March 
have changed back to the fi rst Tuesday in March. Prof. Byran 
summarized his 30+ years of research in the book Real Democracy: 
The New England Town Meeting and How It Works, published in 
2004.

Cambridge has never voted to change its annual town meeting 
away from the fi rst Tuesday in March. The Cambridge Community 
Engagement Team, which was active from April 2017 through the 
2018 town meeting, studied this question and considered Prof. 
Bryan’s research. The Community Engagement Team decided not 
to recommend changing the day of town meeting.

Town meeting is part of what makes Vermont special. There is no 
other place in the world that has a long standing tradition of strong, 
local democracy exactly like town meeting in New England. And 
within New England, I think Vermont has the most vibrant town 
meetings.

Reminder: Town meeting is on Tuesday, March 3, 2020, at 
the Cambridge Elementary School in Jeffersonville, beginning 
promptly at 9:00 AM. It takes a few minutes to check in, so please 
arrive early and visit with your neighbors!

Things to know about Cambridge Town Meeting

The Tomasi Meadow 
needs you!

Bolton reminders — taxes, town 
meeting, voting

By Amy Grover, Bolton Town Clerk and Treasurer
The third installment of property taxes is due on Tuesday, 

February 18, with federal postmarks of that date accepted as on 
time. Note: the later date (not the 15th) is due to the 15th falling on a 

Jericho Library Bake 
and Adopt-A-Book Sale

The Jericho Town Library will be hosting its annual Bake and 
Adopt-a-Book Sale at the Jericho Town Meeting, Tuesday March 
3, at Mount Mansfi eld Union High School. Please drop by our table 
and enjoy a baked goodie and some conversation. We will have 
coffee, tea, and water for sale as well — as well as some wonderful 
new books for you to look at and, perhaps, to adopt for our library. 
All proceeds will benefi t the library.

College news
Kyle Apgar of Underhill, VT has been named to the Fall 2019 

Dean’s List at Western New England University, Springfi eld, MA.
Peter Barbagallo of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 

2019 Dean’s List at the University of Rhode Island, Kingston, RI.
Marie Haviland of Waterbury, VT has been named to the Fall 

2019 Dean’s List at the University of Rhode Island, Kingston, RI.
Lindsey Rusnock of Jericho, VT has been named to the Fall 

2019 Dean’s List at the University of Rhode Island, Kingston, RI.
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Coming Events continued on page 5

4-H News

Stay warmer and stop wasting the heat you’ve paid for!

• 50% off weatherization project costs, up to $2,000
• Moderate income Vermonters get up to $4,000 

It’s possible to make your home more comfortable and energy efficient for around 
$60 a month with financing options that start at 0% interest and no money down. 

For a limited time, Efficiency Vermont is offering Vermonters increased incentives 
for comprehensive home air sealing and insulation projects:

Subject to availability and eligibility

LIMITED TIME

Get 50% off  
weatherization projects, up to $4,000 

efficiencyvermont.com/HP  
(888) 921-5990

4-H adult volunteer Amanda Gifford (center) of Fairfax works 
with William Lawson, Cambridge (left) and Ryker O’Brien, 
Milton, to help them learn the body parts of sheep and chickens 
at the 4-H Fantastic Flocks Activities and Potluck on Saturday, 
February 8 in South Burlington. 
                      PHOTO BY ROSE GARRITANO/UVM EXTENSION 4-H

Jericho 4-H’er Cooper Honeycut needle felts a catnip ball to 
donate to Homeward Bound in Middlebury at the 4-H Fantastic 
Flocks Activities and Potluck on Saturday, February 8 in South 
Burlington. PHOTO BY ROSE GARRITANO/UVM EXTENSION 4-H

Vermont 4-H’ers with an interest in sheep or poultry had the 
chance to learn more at the 4-H Fantastic Flocks Activities and 
Potluck on Sunday, February 8.

The afternoon gathering took place at the University of Vermont 
(UVM) Extension 4-H Office in South Burlington. Chittenden 
County 4-H sponsored the event, which included a quiz bowl-style 
review and a skill-a-thon for hands-on learning about biosecurity, 
predators, body parts, zoonotic diseases, and related topics. 

The 4-H’ers learned about the life cycle of a chicken and how to 
do needle felting to make catnip balls to be donated to Homeward 
Bound, the Addison County Humane Society shelter in Middlebury. 
In addition, they were asked to prepare and bring a savory dish using 
either eggs or sheep’s milk cheese for the potluck supper.

The Crowd Favorite Dish Award went to Luke, Miriam, and 
William Lawson of Cambridge for their eggy bread with bacon. The 
siblings, who are member of the High Hopes 4-H Club, received a 
trophy of a chicken standing on the back of a sheep.

In addition to the Lawsons, other 4-H’ers who participated in this 
event, by club, were:

Caledonia Critters: Amos Dedam, Groton; Ari Moragues, Barnet;
Feathered Friends: Cooper Honeycut, Jericho;
Flying Hooves: Morgan and Ryker O’Brien, Milton;
Green Mountain Moovers: Bayden and Ella McAllister, 

Morrisville;
High Hopes: Chelsea Ferland, Fairfax;
Kingdom Critters: Howie, Max and Nora Demaine, West Glover.
Assisting with the program were 4-H teen Annika Cooper, 

Colchester, and adult volunteers Paul Beaumier and Amanda 
Gifford, both from Fairfax; Jake Jacobs, Salisbury; Katja Nystrom, 
Colchester; and Elizabeth Ploof, Westford. Rose Garritano, UVM 
Extension 4-H educator for Chittenden County, coordinated the 
event.

Event fuels 4-H’ers interest in sheep and poultry

For more information about the Vermont 4-H poultry and sheep 
programs and clubs, contact the UVM Extension State 4-H Office, 
802-651-8343 or 800-571-0668 (Vermont calls only).

CoMiNG eveNts
Tuesday, February 18
An Expedition to the Arctic — Baffin Island and Greenland, 

1:30 PM, Richmond Free Library, Richmond. Christine Hammer 
of Essex takes us on a photo journey north to Baffin Island, a place 
of great importance in the quest for the Northwest Passage. We’ll 
cross the Arctic Circle, then head east across the Davis Strait to 
Greenland. Our expedition includes the Inuit and their culture; 
remote yet colorful villages; wildlife with close-ups of the largest 
land predator, the polar bear; alpine flora; endangered glaciers; and 
breathtaking topography. Free.

Wednesday, February 19
Public meeting on Tomasi Meadow, 7:00 PM, Underhill Town 

Hall, Underhill Center. The Jericho Underhill Land Trust (JULT) 
and the Vermont Land Trust (VLT) co-host informational meetings 
on the conservation purchase of the Tomasi Meadow for the Town 
of Underhill. They will share any updates, answer questions, and 
receive public feedback. Please contact JULT with any questions at 
julandtrust@gmail.com. Please also visit the JULT website at www.
jult.org for information about the Tomasi Meadow.

Thursday, February 20
Free Community Soup and Bread Supper, 4:30 – 6:30 PM, 

Covenant Community Church, 1 Whitcomb Meadows Lane, Essex 
(off VT Rt. 15, across from John Leo’s). Serving a variety of hearty 
soups and breads, plus a sweet dessert on the first Thursday of the 
month. Stay at the church to enjoy your meal with friends and family, 
or pick up to take home. Donations welcome, but not expected. For 
more information, call Pastor Jeannette Conver, 879-4313.

Friday, February 21
Browns River Middle School Softball Cornhole Tournament, 

5:30 – 10:00 PM, The Strike Zone, Essex. Browns River Middle 
School (BRMS) Softball is looking to make major improvements 
to it’s field before the 2020 softball season. Plans include skinning 
the infield, making it into a true softball facility. This event will 
raise funds for this project. Information: https://www.facebook.com/
events/190527538808970/

Saturday, February 22
Jericho-Underhill Lions’ Pancake Breakfast, 7:30 – 11:00 AM, 

United Church of Underhill, Underhill. Counting down to the 34th 

annual pancake breakfast provided by the Jericho Underhill Lions 
Club. Traditionally held around Valentines Day, this year’s breakfast 
will take place a week later. Breakfast by suggested donation. 
Proceeds benefit the Lions Club Scholarship Project, providing 
funding opportunity for local community students heading to a 
secondary education.

Interpreting DNA Ethnicity Results, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM, VT 
Genealogy Library, Hegeman Ave., Fort Ethan Allen, Colchester. If 
you have been intrigued by DNA testing ads displaying maps of 
one’s ancestral origins, or you already have results, this class will 
help you understand how they work. Using examples from all the 
major testing companies, Ed McGuire will explain how these tools 
work, what they mean, and how accurate they are. Ed will show 
results comparing siblings, parents vs. children, and even identical 
twins. Learn about the valuable information you can take away 
from these tools and the very real limits to their accuracy. Open for 
research Tuesdays 3:00 – 9:30 PM and Saturdays 10:00 AM – 4:00 
PM. Parking and entrance are across from the State Police Building. 
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Jericho congregational church
Jericho Congregational Church

“An Historic Church Proclaiming an Eternal Message”
On the Green in Jericho Center, VT

Senior Pastor David Coons
Sunday Services at 10 am

Nursery care provided
Sunday School at 8:30 am for all ages

Fellowship at 9:30 am
Youth group 6:15 pm Sundays in our Sunday school building

Sugar on Snow Party - March 14th
Summer Bible Camp - August 3-7
Signing for the deaf upon request

899-4911; officejcc@comcast.net; www.jccvt.org

Mount Mansfield unitarian universalist fellowship 
A liberal faith community standing on the side of love, 

as we explore truth and meaning, and work for social justice.  
All are welcome. 

Sunday Services at Mount Mansfield UU Fellowship
Universalist Fellowship! To learn more: www.mmuuf.org and www.uua.org. 

The big red barn, 195 VT Rt. 15, Jericho.
Worship Services 9:30 AM, 2nd & 4th Sundays, September-June 

195 VT RT 15, Jericho VT (red barn across from Packard Rd)
899-2558   www.mmuuf.org

st. thoMas roMan catholic church 
“Worshiping God in Spirit and in Truth in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass” 

On Green Street in Underhill Center Weekend Masses: 
Saturday 4:00 PM Sunday 8:30 AM 

Pastor: Rev. Christopher Micale
Deacon: Peter Brooks Religious Ed. Coordinator: Laura Lynch Wells, 
899-4770 Parish Secretary: Theresa Gingras Phone: 802-899-4632, 

email: office@stthomasvt.com, Website: www.stthomasvt.com 

united church of underhill 
UNITED CHURCH OF UNDERHILL 

“Welcoming, Worshipping, Working for God” 
At the Green on VT RT15 - Rev. Jennifer Mihok - 899-1722 

www.unitedchurchofunderhill.com 
Worship 10:30 AM, 9:30 AM in July and August

Home of the Clutter Barn and the Old Fashioned Harvest Market
Local and global mission and service opportunities for everyone!

Area Worship Services

Send your news to mtngazette@gmavt.net • www.mtngazettevt.com

The Mountain Gazette
6558 vt Rt 116  starksboro, vt 05487
(802) 453-6354 • mtngazette@gmavt.net

Deadline: February 27, Publication: March 5, 2019 
Brenda Boutin publisher/ad sales/delivery  

News writer - Phyl Newbeck, Editing - Sara Riley
Letters  Policy: Maximum 450 words; 

one letter per writer, per calendar month. 
Must be signed for attribution 

with writer’s address and phone number.

Mountain high
pizza pie

Monday 4:00 - 8:30 PM
Tuesday - Thursday
11:00 AM - 8:30 PM

Friday - 11:00 AM - 9:00 PM
Saturday

11:00 AM - 8:30 PM
Sunday

4:00 - 8:30 PM

899-3718
Route 15, Jeri-Hill Plaza

Jericho

Blue Mall, So. Burlington • 802-863-8306
Factory Location Route 15, Jericho • 802-899-3373

www.snowflakechocolate.com

Awesome Fudge
The perfect gift, or treat yourself...

News Briefs continued from page 1
Saturday, followed by Presidents Day (a federal holiday, no postal 
service) on Monday February 17.

Printed copies of the Bolton FY 18-19 Town Report are now 
available at the Bolton Town Office; inside and outside in the 
Little Library Box (which is “open” 24/7), and at Smilie School. 
The electronic version is also available on the town website. Please 
bring your copy (in your chosen format) of the Town Report with 
you to Town Meeting, Monday night, March 2, at 7:00 PM. There 
will be a very limited supply of extra printed copies on hand. Hats 
off and kudos to REPRO in Winooski for a wonderful print job and 
delivery of the reports a week earlier than expected!

Early voter/absentee ballots for both Town Meeting and the 
Presidential Primary elections are now available. Please note: There 
are two ballots for the Presidential Primary on March 3, Democratic 
and Republican. Vermont Law, [17 VSA 2704] requires that voters 
declare which ballot they want, and voters will receive only one 
ballot whether voting by absentee/early ballot or at the polls. The 
law requires that election officials record on the checklist, and enter 
into the Vermont Election Management System (VEMS), which 
ballot is chosen, and this is public information. It is not unusual 
prior to the August Primary or November General Election to have 
a public information request for Presidential Primary records, which 
includes who participated and which party was voted.

Radio interview about 
Cambridge Town Meeting

Cambridge Town Administrator Marguerite Ladd and Selectboard 
Chair George Putnam recently did an interview for radio with Roy 
Hales of Cortes Island in British Columbia. The subject was how 
town meeting works in Cambridge. Roy was looking for ideas that 
might be helpful for their local government situation. If you are 
interested, the radio show was broadcast on Cortes Radio: https://
cortesradio.ca/cambridge-vermont-democracy-through-town-
meetings/.

Roy also wrote about the interview on his blog, Cortes Currents, 
where readers can comment: https://cortescurrents.ca/local-
government-through-annual-town-meeting/.

About how Roy found us: “One of my listeners suggested I look 
at town meetings in Vermont. I googled a list of towns that used this 
system and picked Cambridge. Marguerite was willing, so we set 
the interview up.” Roy reached out to Marguerite in mid-December. 
The interview was by phone on January 8.

Cambridge FY 2019 Town Report
By Mark Schilling, Cambridge Town Clerk

The Town of Cambridge FY 2019 Town Report is now available 
online at www.cambridge.VT.gov. The report will be available in 
the Town Office starting Wednesday, February 19, and mailed to 
registered voters’ homes next week. Please bring your copy to Town 
Meeting on Tuesday, March 3.

The Town Report is created annually by the Auditors of the Town 
of Cambridge. We thank them, Town Administrator Marguerite 
Ladd, and all other contributors for their hard work on the report.

The Auditors are: Donna Hutchins, Bonnie S. Hitchcock, and 
Darlene Chamberlain.

Jericho elections information
By Jessica R. Alexander, Jericho Town Clerk

Tuesday, March 3 is Town Meeting and the Presidential Primary 
Election. Jericho votes at Mount Mansfield Union High School, 211 
Browns Trace, Jericho Center. Polls are open from 7:00 AM – 7:00 
PM. To view sample ballots, check out our elections page on the 
town website: https://jerichovt.org/Elections.

Town Meeting begins at 9:00 AM in the MMU auditorium on 
Tuesday, March 3.

Early/absentee ballots are available at the Town Clerk’s Office, 
67 VT Rt. 15, Jericho. Our hours are 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM Monday-
Thursday and Friday 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM. The last day to request 
an early/absentee ballot is Monday, March 2, at 4:00 PM. You may 
request a ballot in person, by phone 899-4936 x1, or online through 
the My Voter page: https://mvp.sec.state.vt.us/.

The Jericho Board of Civil Authority will be depositing early 
voter absentee ballots in the vote tabulator on Monday, March 2 at 
the Town Clerk’s Office. Certificate envelopes will be available for 
public inspection between 8:00 – 9:00 AM.

Once an early voter has signed and sealed the certificate 
envelope, anyone can return their ballots. Ballots may be returned 
by mail, in person at the Town Clerk’s Office, or after office hours 
there is a drop box available at the Town Hall entrance. If you are 
able to return the early ballots by Sunday, March 1, this will help the 
Board of Civil Authority with processing. The drop box is available 
until Tuesday, March 3, 10:00 AM on Election Day. If it is after 
10:00 AM on Election Day, early ballots should be brought to the 
polls by 7:00 PM in order to count. We will also check the mail on 
Tuesday, March 3 to make sure we count all the ballots that have 
been returned.

Are you interested in working as an election official on Tuesday, 
March 3? We are still looking for assistance at the polls on Election 
Day. For more information, see our survey for election officials 
on the town website, https://jerichovt.org/Elections?tool=survey_
tool&tool_id=election-worker-survey#tool_tab, or email the Town 
Clerk at jerichovermont@yahoo.com.

Reminders from Underhill
Driveway plowing reminder to Underhill residents and 

contractors: Vermont law provides that no person “shall plow or 
otherwise deposit snow onto the traveled way, shoulder or sidewalk 
of a State Highway or a class 1, 2, or 3 town highway.” [23 V.S.A. 
§ 1126a] This includes plowing snow from a driveway across the 
Town road. Piling snow onto the road or shoulder interferes with 
the Town’s efforts to plow the roads, and can damage the Town 
equipment, especially when these mounds become frozen. If you 
notice that your contractor plows onto the road or shoulder, please 
ask them to stop.

Winter Parking Ordinance reminder: The Town of Underhill’s 
Ordinance for Winter Parking provides that no vehicles are to be 
parked on Town roads from November 1-April 30 to allow the 
Road Crew to remove snow safely and efficiently. Please observe 
this prohibition. Vehicles parked on Town roads during the winter 
will be towed, and the owner will be responsible to pay the towing 
costs.

Sand and salt at Town Garage: Please be advised that the sand 
and salt stored at the Underhill Town Garage is for use on the Town 
roads by the Town Road Crew only. Individuals are not permitted 
to enter the Town Garage premises at any time to take sand or salt 
for personal use. There is heavy equipment traffic and there may be 
unstable sand piles, which may pose a safety risk to unauthorized 
visitors.

Thank you — Brian Bigelow, Underhill Town Administrator

Early voting, absentee ballots 
for Underhill

Sherri Morin, Underhill Town Clerk
Town Meeting and the Presidential Primary are a few short weeks 

away! Voting and Underhill Town Meeting are held at Browns 
River Middle School on Tuesday, March 3. Polls will be open from 
7:00 AM – 7:00 PM.

If you want an absentee ballot for either of these elections, please 
call the Town Office at, 899-4434, or email smorin@underhillvt.
gov to request a ballot. If emailing, please include which ballot 
you’d like for the primary (state law requires you to declare a ballot 
in a Presidential Primary), Democratic or Republican.

You can also request a ballot through the My Voter Page on the 
Vermont Secretary of State’s website https://mvp.sec.state.VT.us/.

You can also vote early by stopping by the Town Hall between 
8:00 AM – 4:00 PM.

VT Army National Guard 
Environmental Assessment

By Brian Bigelow, Underhill Town Administrator
The Town of Underhill has received a copy of the draft 

Environmental Assessment for the construction and operation of a 
Light Demolition Range (LDR) at the Ethan Allan Firing Range. 
Proposed access to the LDR will be by an upgraded existing gravel 
road. The draft document is available for review at the Underhill 
Town Hall during regular business hours. Copies are also available 
at the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library and the Vermont National 
Guard Environmental Office in Colchester.

Comments are being solicited and need to be received on or 
before Monday, March 9 via email to mike.ohara@vermont.gov or 
by postal mail to: VT Army National Guard, Environmental Office, 
Building 5, 789 National Guard Rd., Colchester, VT 05446.

UVM Children’s Hospital Big 
Change Roundup

Help finding a parent 
to get child support

Have you been hesitant to pursue child support because the other 
parent lives out of state or you don’t know where they live? The 
Office of Child Support can help!

Sharon didn’t know his real name, date of birth or SSN. She 
hesitated to contact the Office of Child Support (OCS) because they 
typically need this information to try finding a missing parent. She 
reached out anyway and was able to provide enough of a lead that 
they were able to find him. The next step is to establish a monthly 
child support order so she might get the financial support her child 
needs.

While we can’t find everyone, we work closely with other states 
and have access to many databases and resources that can help. 
Once in a while, we may even be able to find someone without 
knowing their full or real name, just like Sharon’s story above.

Get started with our free services today:
• call 800-786-3214;
• complete an application at https://dcf.vermont.gov/sites/dcf/

files/OCS/Docs/CS-Application.pdf; or
• visit your local office: https://dcf.vermont.gov/ocs/contact-us/

regional-offices.
Learn more at: https://dcf.vermont.gov/child-support/missing.

The Cambridge Elementary 
students and staff along with 
Clark’s Truck Center are looking 
for your donations to help sick 
and injured kids at the University 
of Vermont Medical Center 
Children’s Hospital. Have spare 
change? Small donations? Big 
donations? One dime at a time 
and it all adds up. Find a CES 
student or stop by Clark’s Truck 
Center in Jericho. Want to make 
an online donation? Visit our 
website www.clarkstruckcenter.
com and click the BIG Change 
Roundup link on our home 
page. Any donation would be 
greatly appreciated. Thank you 
from Russ Clark and his team at 
Clark’s.

NVU Veterans’ Summit 
at UVM’s Davis Center March 7

Tom Murphy and Rick Yarosh of Sweethearts and Heroes, an 
organization of motivational speakers, will give the keynote address 
at the eighth annual Northern Vermont University (NVU) Veterans’ 
Summit on Sat., March 7 at the UVM’s Davis Center in Burlington.

The free event, 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM, is open to all veterans, their 
adult family members, and others interested in veterans’ issues. 
It is the only such event in Vermont, and also draws veterans 
from nearby states. The summit was established at Lyndon State 
College, now NVU’s Lyndon campus. The NVU Student Veterans 
Association coordinates the event, hosted this year by Iraq war 
veteran Jon Turner of Bristol.

Murphy, of St. Albans, is a co-founder of Sweethearts and Heroes, 
based in Fort Ann, NY. Yarosh is a retired U.S. Army sergeant and 
Iraq war veteran. The summit will include remarks by White River 
Junction VA Medical Center Director Brett Rusch, Vermont State 
Colleges System Chancellor Jeb Spaulding, NVU President Elaine 
Collins, and Student Veterans Association adviser Thom Anderson.

Breakout sessions will focus on career opportunities for veterans, 
yoga, the Abenaki warrior tradition, female veterans’ issues, 
and homelessness. Representatives of Vermont’s congressional 
delegation, the Vermont Governor’s Veterans Advisory Council, 
and the Colchester-based veterans’ nonprofit Josh Pallotta Fund 
will engage in panel discussions.

The summit will include counseling resources, assistance for 
homeless veterans, and veteran-services organization vendors 
including Veterans of Foreign Wars, American Legion, and a 
veterans’ employment network.

NVU-Lyndon was ranked the top military-friendly school among 
small public colleges and universities in the United States in Victory 
Media’s 2018 Military Friendly® Schools list. NVU’s Johnson 
campus also has been included on the list.

Pre-registration is suggested. Register, www.NorthernVermont.
edu/VeteransSummit. Information, email Thomas.Anderson@
NorthernVermont.edu.

Get to know Join In Jericho
Join In Jericho is a community engagement portal (https://

jerichovt.org) that provides residents an opportunity to learn about 
Jericho and to have your say on important matters that occur within 
the town — a convenient way to share ideas and discuss important 
topics and issues that shape and impact the town. By participating 
you can actively contribute to and inform municipal decision 
making.

At Join In Jericho, you can find out more by clicking on the links 
that will bring you directly to the related page on the website:

Conservation Fund — Learn more and ask about the proposed 
Conservation Reserve Fund and how you can do your part to 
support conservation efforts that benefit the town of Jericho.

Planning Commission Meeting — The Planning Commission is 
meeting on Tuesday, February 18. Among other things on the agenda 
is a discussion and review of a draft of the revised Commercial 
district zoning language. Check out the details of the PC meeting 
and more about the Commercial District.

Selectboard Social — On Thursday, February 20 at 7:00 PM, 
please join Jericho Selectboard members for an evening of discussion 
in a relaxed and informal setting.

Town Meeting — Town meeting is on Tuesday, March 3. There is a 
page on the Town website where you can find all the infoabout Town 
Meeting and ask questions about the proposed Town budget.

There are also links for 2020 Dog Registration; the Future of 
the Commercial District; the Town Hall Art Project; a Jericho map 
viewer, and more. Check it out!
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CHIROPRACTIC CARE
• Gentle Head to Toe Care

• Unhurried Appointments

• Flexible Scheduling

• Emergency Care

• Practicing Since 1989

• Former Registered Nurse

• Nutritional Counseling

• High Quality Supplements

• Orthotic/Foot Beds

• Spinal Support Products

397 VT Route 15, Jericho
P.O. Box 63

Underhill, VT 05489

Phone (802) 899-5400
Fax (802) 899-5497

Email: 
DrMaryDC@comcast.net
www.JerichoChiro.com

Kintner Chiropractic Center

Dr. Mary H. Kintner

CoMMUNity CoLUMNs

Community columns continued on page 5

VT DCF and Mentor Vermont receive 
grant for mentoring services in 

communities hit by opiate epidemic
The Vermont Department for Children and Families (DCF) and 

MENTOR Vermont will receive a federal grant of $1.25 million 
over three years from the Offi ce of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention (OJJDP) to provide mentoring services to youth living 
in rural Vermont communities affected by the opiate epidemic. 
These new federal funds will allow MENTOR Vermont to support 
local mentoring agencies serving youth between ages 6-17 in nine 
Vermont counties: Bennington, Caledonia, Essex, Orleans, Franklin, 
Grand Isle, Rutland, Windham, and Windsor. Collectively, these 
programs will increase the number of active mentoring matches in 
these regions by 200 over the three-year project period.

As a result, rural Vermont youth will have more supportive social 
environments and will be less likely to engage in risky behavior, 
which can escalate to opioid abuse, juvenile delinquency, and 
youth victimization. According to the Mentoring Effect, a study 
released in 2014 by MENTOR, one in three youth in Vermont will 
enter adulthood without having a formal or informal mentoring 
relationship with a caring adult. National studies by MENTOR and 
Big Brothers Big Sisters demonstrate that youth with mentors are 
more likely to develop positive relationships with peers and adults 
and pursue college and other post-secondary opportunities. Based 
on the 2019 Vermont Mentoring Surveys, more than 66% of middle 
and high school youth supported by mentoring programs in Vermont 
feel like they matter to people in their community, and more than 
86% of mentors play a direct role in their mentee’s education.

“We are thrilled to have the opportunity to expand mentoring 
services for communities in Vermont that have been hit hardest by 
the opioid crisis,” said Chad Butt, Executive Director of MENTOR 
Vermont. “We are incredibly grateful to Senator Leahy and his 
staff for their work in D.C. to adjust the guidelines of this grant 
so more funding can support mentoring programs in Vermont and 
other small, rural states. All young people need positive adults in 
their lives in order to grow up to become productive and engaged 
members of their community. This funding will allow existing 
mentoring agencies to increase the number of youth they support 
and expand into underserved areas of the state where mentors are 
needed most.”

Over the past fi ve years, Senator Leahy has advocated for 
expanding the eligibility for the national OJJDP youth mentoring 
funding to allow for grants to go toward supporting rural states like 
Vermont that have been disproportionately impacted by the opiate 
epidemic. DCF and MENTOR Vermont became eligible to apply for 
funding because of a new category that allows a state government 
agency to receive a grant, and sub-grant it to other agencies that can 
meet the needs of smaller, local communities.

The funding provided by OJJDP will more than double the amount 
of grant funding MENTOR Vermont is able to provide to support 
youth mentoring programs in Vermont in 2019-2020. MENTOR 
Vermont provides more than $300,000 in annual grant funding to 
other organizations through Vermont Mentoring Grants, which are 
funded through support from the A.D. Henderson Foundation and 
DCF.

“Mentoring is proven to have a signifi cant positive impact on a 
youth’s education, daily life, and career,” said DCF Commissioner 
Ken Schatz. “Vermont youth will benefi t tremendously from having 
better access to mentoring services that allow them to thrive while 
reducing their risk of engaging in negative behaviors.”

Act FAST
By Tessa Roy

You wake up in the morning and realize your spouse seems 
confused, can’t seem to get out of bed, and is having diffi culty 
speaking. You’re in a meeting at work when you notice your 
coworker’s face seems to be drooping on one side, and they don’t 
seem to understand what you’re saying to them. You’re getting ready 
to go out with friends when you get a sudden, severe headache, 
blurred vision, and you start vomiting. What do all of these three 
people have in common? They may be having a stroke.

There are two types of strokes, ischemic strokes and hemorrhagic 
strokes. Ischemic strokes are when a blood vessel in the brain is 
blocked due to a clot, and a hemorrhagic stroke is when a blood 
vessel in the brain bursts and blood starts to drain into cavities in the 
brain. Both types of strokes can be fatal, and time is of the essence 
in terms of recognizing the symptoms and getting the patient to the 
hospital. Our brain cells rely on oxygen to survive and they get that 
oxygen from the bloodstream. When the fl ow of oxygen is disrupted, 
either by a clot or by blood leaking out of the vessel, the cells start to 
die and irreversible brain damage can begin to occur. There is also 
a condition called transient ischemic attack (TIA), which presents 
like a stroke, but in a TIA the blockage disrupting the blood fl ow is 
temporary and resolves before tissue damage occurs. Some people 
refer to a TIA as a “mini stroke.”

 Anybody can have a stroke but some people are more likely than 
others to have a stroke. People who have had a previous stroke or 
TIA, those with uncontrolled high blood pressure, uncontrolled 
diabetes, those who smoke, drink heavily, are overweight, suffer 
from carotid artery disease, or have elevated cholesterol are at an 
increased likelihood to have a stroke. Women are more likely to 

have a stroke than men.
There is a saying with strokes that “time is brain.” Two million 

brain cells die every minute that blood fl ow and oxygen delivery 
are disrupted. Recognizing the signs and symptoms of a stroke and 
acting quickly to get help means saving brain cells. You can use the 
acronym FAST to help you remember how to determine if someone 
may be suffering from a stroke.

• F stands for I. Ask the person to smile and watch to see if one 
side of their face droops.

• A stands for arms. Have the person hold their arms out in front 
of them like they’re holding up a turkey platter, and then have them 
close their eyes. Watch to see if one of their arms drifts downwards.

• S stands for speech. Ask the person to repeat the phrase “You 
can’t teach an old dog new tricks.” Listen to hear if their speech 
sounds slurred or if they have trouble repeating the words correctly.

• T stands for time. If you observe any of these symptoms then 
its time to call 911. If a stroke can be recognized and treated within 
three hours of its onset then the patient has better chances of 
recovery.

When EMTs arrive on scene you can help them by telling them 
what you observed about the patient, when they were last seen 
acting normally, and if you know anything about their health history 
or medications they take. At the hospital, doctors will determine via 
a CT scan if the patient has an ischemic stroke or a hemorrhagic 
stroke and proceed accordingly. By recognizing the signs of a stroke 
and getting help quickly you could save someone’s life. 

If you’re interested in joining Essex Rescue, please contact 
Colleen Nesto at 878-4859 ext. 4.

Eight organizations have signed on in support of the most recent 
report released by Vermont Legal Aid’s Offi ce of the Health Care 
Advocate. The report, Vermonters’ Voices: Health Care Doesn’t 
Work if You Can’t Afford to Use It, showcases the powerful voices of 
Vermonters struggling to pay for health insurance and health care.

The Offi ce of the Health Care Advocate (HCA) is a project of 
Vermont Legal Aid. The HCA provides free help to all Vermonters 
with questions or problems with health insurance or access to health 
care. The HCA works to improve Vermonters’ access to quality 
affordable health care through individual and systemic advocacy.

The following organizations have signed on in support of this 
report: AFT Vermont, Community of Vermont Elders (COVE), 
Northeast Organic Farming Association of Vermont, Planned 
Parenthood of Northern New England, Rights and Democracy, 
Rural Vermont, Vermont-NEA, and the Vermont Workers’ Center.

The report analyzes fi ve years of Vermonters’ comments. This 
summer, 624 Vermonters commented to the Green Mountain Care 
Board about the Vermont Health Connect health insurance rate 
fi lings, the most comments the Board has ever received. Comments 
speaking to the unaffordability of health insurance premiums and 
out-of-pocket costs more than tripled compared to the last rate 
setting process. This year’s comments came from Vermonters in 13 
of Vermont’s 14 counties and from all types of Vermonters: small 
businesses, farmers, advocacy organizations, and individuals from 
across the social and economic landscape.

Vermont families and businesses organizations are suffering 
fi nancially because health insurance and health care are priced well 
beyond their budgets. As one Vermonter said, “[Health care is] our 
biggest expense by far — even more than our mortgage. Every year 
it goes up, we struggle with how we are going to afford to sign up 

Vermonters give voice to health care affordability crisis
again, what else we will have to give up.” Other Vermonters talked 
about “frequently decid[ing] not to go to the doctor… because it is 
just more out-of-pocket expense,” and not being able to “pay my 
heat for my home this coming winter.”

The growing affordability challenge is a serious threat to 
Vermont’s economy. As another Vermonter wrote: “If I close my 
preschool program to fi nd a job with health insurance, there are 
26 families who will not have much-needed high-quality childcare 
— for which there is already is shortage in our area… Being able 
to access affordable health insurance is critical to continuing to be 
business owners in this state.”

Chief Health Care Advocate Mike Fisher says: “We understand 
that policy makers must balance competing interests and consider 
what is politically acceptable. We appreciate the many past and 
current efforts to address affordability challenges. That being 
said, Vermonters’ public comments should be read and carefully 
considered by policy makers. The comments cannot be dismissed 
as expressing the ‘same issues’ as the year before. They speak to an 
emerging crisis and provide important insight into how Vermonters 
are managing their needs for care when the health care costs are out 
of reach.”

He also notes, “Vermont must act to address the issue of 
health care affordability, from premium prices to ever increasing 
deductibles to skyrocketing prescription drug costs. In addition to 
the obvious fi nancial impacts on families and employers, unchecked, 
this problem will increasingly impact medical outcomes, create 
greater barriers to necessary care, threaten the All Payer Model’s 
potential for success, and threaten the stability of our community 
systems of care. Improving health care affordability is a ‘must do’ 
this legislative session.”The Vermont Health Information 

Exchange and security
When you see a health care provider (like a doctor or nurse 

practitioner), an electronic record may be sent to the Health 
Information Exchange. The Vermont Health Information Exchange 
keeps your health records in one secure place. You may be 
wondering what “secure” actually means.

VITL, the organization that operates the Vermont Health 
Information Exchange, uses several strategies to make sure that 
data in the Health Information Exchange is only available to your 
health care providers. Legally, health care providers are only 
allowed to access the records for patients they are treating, and they 
may review records to make sure their organization is providing 
high quality care.

Here are a few of the things VITL does to keep your records safe:
• Adhere to national standards for health information security.
• Employ two dedicated security staff.
• Encrypt information sent to or by the Health Information 

Exchange.
• Monitor the use of the Health Information Exchange. Unusual 

events are reviewed and addressed. VITL staff and staff at partner 
organizations are trained to identify and report security incidents.

If you have questions about what the Health Information 
Exchange means to you, visit our new website vthealthinfo.com or 
call at 1-888-980-1243. Or, you can speak with the Health Care 
Advocate, a resource that is independent of the Health Information 
Exchange, by calling 1-800-917-7787.

Nosebleeds are nothing to sneeze at
With Valentine’s Day here, parents have been seeing red — not 

just in their children’s valentines, but from blood that can come 
from their child’s nose during a nosebleed. The clot thickens, so to 
speak, so let me provide some information on this topic.

Nosebleeds are probably as common as the common cold. They 
are usually caused by nasal passages being exposed to dry air during 
the winter season or by recurrent colds and allergies that can make 
the inside lining of the nose raw, cracked, and crusted. This allows 
blood vessels to come to the surface of the nasal lining and lead to 
bleeding. Often times, nosebleeds can run in families.

Home care
• Stay calm and reassure your child the bleeding will stop.
• Apply direct pressure to the soft part of the nose.
• Make sure your child is sitting up and their head is leaning 

forward. This makes them less apt to swallow blood.
• Don’t release pressure until ten minutes have elapsed.
• A cold compress or ice pack to the nose can speed up stoppage 

of bleeding.
• Try not to blow the nose right after applying pressure, as it 

disturbs the new clot that has successfully formed.
Preventing nosebleeds
• Humidify the air in your home.
• Apply Vaseline to the inside of the nose. This keeps the lining 

moist and prevents dryness and irritation.
• Explain to your child how picking their nose may increase 

nosebleeds.
• Keep your child’s fi ngernails short, if they do pick.
• Remind your child they can pick their friends, but they should 

not pick their nose or their friend’s nose. 
When to seek assistance
• Bleeding is occurring through both nostrils.
• Bleeding continues for over fi fteen minutes.
• Bleeding appears heavy and is accompanied by dizziness or 

weakness, or is the result of a fall or blow to the head.
If prolonged bleeding also occurs from other areas like the 

gums or from a cut elsewhere, or this happens a few times a week, 
please talk to your child’s health care professional. They will want 
to examine your child’s nose and, if necessary. perform some 
additional studies.

Hopefully, tips like these will stop up any concerns you have and 
prevent you from seeing red the next time you are worried about 
your child’s nose bleeds. 

Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s 
Hospital and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics at UVM

A Gospel Workshop, part 1
By Sue Kusserow

Special to the Mountain Gazette
About 25 years ago, I was a Visiting Professor at the University 

of Portland, teaching Home Health Nursing. This was one of my 
adventures,  written while I was there. It is long… there will be two 
more parts coming soon. But I wanted to use it now, in honor of 
Black History Month.

It is Thursday evening in Portland, Oregon, and I am heading 
down Martin Luther King Avenue to fi nd Missouri Street. Nancy 
Smith, who answered when I called the number listed in the local 
paper about a gospel singing workshop, told me explicitly how to 
get there: “Go to Albina Avenue, then Mississippi Street, and then 
onto Missouri Street.” This section of Portland has many small 
bungalows crowded close together, near the noise of constant traffi c 
on Interstate 5, that edges Missouri Street. A dog is chained to a 
fence post at a tiny house next to the Emmanuel Baptist Church; he 
rouses to look at me, then continues to scratch and roll in the dust 
of his circumferential world. I wait for a bit, wondering if I really 
want to do this? But eventually I go in and fi nd Nancy Smith, a big 
friendly woman full of greeting and warmth. As the rest of the group 
gathers, I am generally ignored, but not in an impolite way; rather, 
as a minority group is treated by a majority culture… and I am the 
only white person here. I sit in the pew, next to a young girl and a 
child of one or so, who decides that he wants to climb on my lap 
and play with my keys. His caretaker, though, decides that there has 
been enough, and picks him up… to transfer him to another older 
woman who may or may not be his mother. And it doesn’t matter; 
children are a part of this church community, everyone knows them 
and takes care of them. There is the direct quick slap on the face or 
fanny that replaces the guilt that my culture uses… done often as 
a declaration of some kind of possession… an interplay between 
the powers of command and forgiveness. And the kids just cuddle 
closer with aggrieved looks on their faces, until they worm their 
way, once again, into the laps of the powerful ones in their lives.

Sister Wilder gives a talk to the presidents, secretaries, members 
of the four choirs represented at this workshop: “Now you know 
what the most important thing is? To stop gossiping and to help 
your fellow singer. We’re all here to tell the story of Jesus, isn’t that 
right? Nobody brought you here, pulled you down the aisle, said 
SING. You’re here because you want to tell your story to God, to 
be part of His love. He will take care of us, if we honor Him, now 
isn’t that right, brothers and sisters? I don’t hear anything… what’s 
the matter! This is not my talk; you have to help me!” And the 
Amens increase as the hands go up, palms toward the pulpit, fi ngers 
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Visit our website www.vtgenlib.org or call 802-350-1333 for more 
details.

Balancing Town Forest Stewardship and Recreation: Can We 
Have Trails and Songbird Habitat Too? 1:00 – 3:00 PM, end of 
Economou Rd., Huntington. Join Ethan Tapper, Chittenden County 
Forester, to walk/snowshoe in the Hinesburg Town Forest to explore 
an ongoing timber harvest aimed to improve habitat for forest birds. 
The Forest has 17+ miles of trails as well as a forest management 
program that seeks to increase the diversity, health, and resilience 
of the forest. Targeted at municipal officials, committee members, 
and volunteers. Be prepared for weather and trail conditions; those 
registered will receive an update on trail conditions (e.g.,snowshoes 
needed) the week before. Refreshments provided. Free and open 
to all. Please sign up in advance at https://vtcommunityforestry.
org/places/town-forests/recreation-planning-initiative/upcoming-
workshops#sign up.

Cutting Remarks with Bill Torrey: A Life in the Woods, 7:00 
– 8:30 PM, Hinesburg Town Hall. Come join the Hinesburg Town 
Forest Committee and the Chittenden County Forester for a night 
of storytelling from logger and storyteller Bill Torrey whose latest 
book, Cutting Remarks- Forty Years in the Forest, chronicles his life 
earning a living from the green hills of Vermont, with explicitly-
told experiences of what it truly requires — physically, mentally 
and morally — to slay tall timber from the wooded ridges where 
his family has lived since 1767. Bill has won three Extempo VT 
Competitions, the VPR Listener’s Appreciation Party StorySlam, 
the North Country Public Radio Black Fly StorySlam, four N.P.R. 
Moth StorySlams and has performed on the N.P.R. Moth MainStage 
in Boston. Bring your questions about the work underway at the 
HTF, or about forestry and logging in general, to this event For more 
information: https://www.facebook.com/events/529077014624044/ 

Sunday, February 23
Rescheduled Erin Jacobsen talk on Immigration in VT, 2:00 

– 4:00 PM, Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, River Rd., Jericho. 
Jacobsen, lead staff attorney for Vermont Immigration and Asylum 
Advocates in Burlington, will speak about the current situation 
regarding immigration in Vermont, the laws and regulations 
governing our immigration system, the differences between legal 
statuses of migrants, immigrants, refugees, asylum seekers, and 
undocumented workers, and how a person’s legal status affects his/
her legal rights. 

Exploring the Bible, course 3: the New Testament, 6:30 – 8:00 
PM, meeting room, Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, Jericho. 
Who was Jesus really? What do we actually know about him and 
the time in which he lived? Where do the Christian beliefs and 
traditions about Jesus come from and how did Christian faith spread 
so far so quickly? Course 3 in the popular Exploring the Bible: The 
Dickenson Series gives you the opportunity to learn about Jesus and 
Christian faith without pressure to conform to a certain theology 
or point of view. This course is investigative and discussion, not 

a lecture series. Open to all. To register for the course or for more 
information, contact Bob Sargent, srgntrbt@netscape.net or 899-
3093.

Monday, February 24
Climate Change Comes to Vermont, 5:30 – 7:00 PM, Jericho 

Community Center, Browns Trace, Jericho Center. Meteorologist 
Roger Hill will give a talk on Climate Change Comes to Vermont 
and will reference a library of scientific studies and research on how 
we are all going to be affected by the changed climate right here 
at home. Free; refreshments provided. Hosted by Transition Town 
Jericho, which seeks to bring our community together in education 
and actions toward facing whatever challenges the future holds. 
More information at www.transitiontownjericho.net.

Wednesday, February 26
Craft Circle, 5:30 – 8:00 PM, Underhill Town Hall, upstairs, 

Underhill Center. Open to anyone who wants to socialize over any 
type of craft. Meets the second and fourth Wednesday each month. 
Questions? Contact Amy Tower, 802-355-9671 or atowerinvt@
gmail.com.

Let’s Do Lunch, 11:00 AM – 12:30 PM, Second Congregational 
Church community room, Cambridge. Hot soups to warm you up on 
a winter day. Lunch is free and all ages are invited to come enjoy the 
soup, sandwiches, and desserts provided by community volunteers. 
Sponsored by the Cambridge Recreation Board, with help from 
the sixth graders from Cambridge Elementary School. Usually 
held on the fourth Wednesday of the month, but the schedule may 
change due to holidays or volunteer availability. Donations at your 
discretion. Contact Nancy Lepsic, 802-343-2372.

Saturday, February 29
Genealogy Research in New York State, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM, 

VT Genealogy Library, Hegeman Ave., Fort Ethan Allen, Colchester. 
Vital records and other sources can be difficult to locate in New York 
State. That does not mean that NY State lacks records — merely 
that they are scattered and harder to locate. And a great collection 
of state census records can often compensate for other lapses. Join 
Dr. Anastasia Pratt, Clinton County Historian, for a valuable look 
the Empire State’s records. Open for research Tuesdays 3:00 – 9:30 
PM and Saturdays 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM. Parking and entrance 
are across from the State Police Building. Visit our website www.
vtgenlib.org or call 802-350-1333 for more details.

Thursday, March 5
Free Community Soup and Bread Supper, 4:30 – 6:30 PM, 

Covenant Community Church, 1 Whitcomb Meadows Lane, Essex 
(off VT Rt. 15, across from John Leo’s). Serving a variety of hearty 
soups and breads, plus a sweet dessert on the first Thursday of the 
month. Stay at the church to enjoy your meal with friends and family, 
or pick up to take home. Donations welcome, but not expected. For 
more information, call Pastor Jeannette Conver, 879-4313.

Saturday, March 7
An mtDNA Find Proves a Mayflower Line, 10:30 AM – 12:00 

PM, VT Genealogy Library, Hegeman Ave., Fort Ethan Allen, 

Colchester. Knowing whom to ask for a specific DNA sample and 
which test to use makes a difference in analyzing results. Michael 
Dwyer will show how mtDNA solved the mystery of an ancestor 
married in 1776. Without DNA evidence, her identity would have 
been lost to history. He will also share other works in progress using 
other DNA test results. Michael Dwyer is a Fellow of the American 
Society of Genealogist and editor of Vermont Genealogy. Open for 
research Tuesdays 3:00 – 9:30 PM and Saturdays 10:00 AM – 4:00 
PM. Parking and entrance are across from the State Police Building. 
Visit our website www.vtgenlib.org or call 802-350-1333 for more 
details.

NVU Veterans’ Summit, 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM, Davis Center, 
University of Vermont, Burlington. Free event open to all vets, 
their adult family members, and others interested in veterans’ 
issues. Sessions will focus on career opportunities for veterans, 
yoga, the Abenaki warrior tradition, female veterans’ issues, 
and homelessness. Representatives of Vermont’s congressional 
delegation, the Vermont Governor’s Veterans Advisory Council, and 
the Colchester-based veterans’ nonprofit Josh Pallotta Fund will 
engage in panel discussions. The summit will include counseling 
resources, assistance for homeless veterans, and veteran-services 
organization vendors including Veterans of Foreign Wars, American 
Legion, and a veterans’ employment network. Pre-registration for 
the summit is suggested. To register, visit www.NorthernVermont.
edu/VeteransSummit. For more information, email Thomas.
Anderson@NorthernVermont.edu.

Sunday, March 8
Exploring the Bible, course 3: the New Testament, 6:30 – 8:00 

PM, meeting room, Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, Jericho. 
Who was Jesus really? What do we actually know about him and 
the time in which he lived? Where do the Christian beliefs and 
traditions about Jesus come from and how did Christian faith spread 
so far so quickly? Course 3 in the popular Exploring the Bible: The 
Dickenson Series gives you the opportunity to learn about Jesus and 
Christian faith without pressure to conform to a certain theology 
or point of view. This course is investigative and discussion, not 
a lecture series. Open to all. To register for the course or for more 
information, contact Bob Sargent, srgntrbt@netscape.net or 899-
3093.

Teens Teaching Technology, 1:30 – 3:00 PM, Varnum Library, 
Jeffersonville. Need tech help? We have the expert teens to answer 
your questions. Bring your charged devices and questions!

Monday, March 9
Senator Tim Ashe, 6:30 – 8:00 PM, Deborah Rawson Memorial 

Library, River Rd., Jericho. The Jericho Democratic Committee 
is hosting Ashe, Senate President pro tem, for an update on the 
current legislative session and discussion of Senate redistricting 
for Chittenden County. Open to the public. Light refreshments 
provided. For more information, contact committee chair Mike 
Sweeney, 856-266-0781, or mike@thierrywriting.com.

Coming events continued from page 2

On Sunday, March 15 there will be a Ski, Snowshoe, and Après 
Ski event, 12:30 – 5:00 PM, at the Bolton Valley Nordic Center, 
Sports Club Dr., off the Bolton Valley Access Road, Bolton. VT 
Land Trust, Friends of Bolton Valley Nordic & Backcountry, 
and Catamount Trail Association are sponsoring this annual 
celebration of conserved Bolton Valley Nordic & Backcountry 
land. On-site backcountry ski and snowshoe tours, followed by a 
catered après ski. Arrive early to sign in and gear up. Register at 
vlt.org/event; for info including cost (under 12 free), see https://
www.vlt.org/event/bolton-valley-ski-snowshoe. 
                                                                         PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

relaxed and spread, waving very slightly with all the ease of habit. 
Speaker after speaker gets up and tells why choirs are important 
in worship; the kids run around from lap to lap. I sit and try and 
voice an occasional Amen, but find it so distant from my own type 
of religious training that, much as I would like to join in, it doesn’t 
work for me. I wonder when we are going to sing, but then I am 
asked to introduce myself, and I explain the marvel that I found this 
notice in the paper, wanted to come, and got here, which inspired 
many boisterous Amens.

Finally we form a circle, about 70 of us, and sing Hallelujah 
in three parts while Sister Roland asks, in a long soliloquy, for a 
blessing on this workshop. The parts are easy: a 1-3-5 or 5-7-3 
sequence on an 8-note scale. Everyone knows it, predicts it, sings it. 
When we finally get to the actual music, pitches are given quickly, 
sentences are lined out by the leader, and we imitate. There are 
some innovations new to me: hand signals, single words repeated 
over and over, bridges, melisma ‘slides,’ vamps. As the evening 

goes on, the pitch and volume (both physical and mental) becomes 
frenetic. There are snare drums and cymbals played by a teen-aged 
boy; there is an organ and a piano. There are microphones for each 
of these, plus for the soloists. There is no score; players improvise 
very skillfully. Brother Terence, president of a visiting choir just 
down the street, is more formal in his instructions, hollowed out 
of the general singing with a deep bass voice. Sister Roslyn jumps 
all over, from the pulpit to the floor, to the sections, singing all 
the time, dancing and jiving to the rhythm, her hands spiked by 
scarlet nails, urging us on. “Hey, these soloists need some help; they 
need some shouting, some encouragement. Where are you, choir?” 
The soloists are greeted with: “Hey, I’ve heard you do it better! 
Good Sister Bertha, you’ve got it… Amen!” Clapping is not only 
expected, it is necessary to the rhythm and the dialogue. After two 
hours, I’ve had it, the children are collapsed on various laps. But 
the beat goes on!

Next: Part 2, The Saturday Night Concert

the one that was always in sick bay getting penicillin shots and 
other medicine. I have a lot of stories that are X-rated but not fit to 
print but I think you can guess what happens when you have lots 
of women, married or not, whose only job is to separate a sailor or 
another passerby from his money. Sailors are a good bet because 
sometimes they are out to sea for a month or more with nothing but 
cigarettes to smoke. Girls were not allowed on ships in the Fifties.

I loved the Caribbean but I didn’t ever like ships, only when they 
were docked. We left the area and headed for the Atlantic Ocean 
which, I can say, I hated the ocean and the ship. We were underway 
out from Virginia when we got the call that the Fleet Admiral was 
making our ship his flagship. This is a big deal for the Navy but a 
bad deal for us. Lots of ceremonial events, lots of inspections, lots 
of cleaning and polishing and standing at attention, plus you still 
have your duties to perform. I think that is the only time you might 
wish you worked below decks in the engine room. I think the only 
time they came up to the main deck was at night. The old story is 
you can dress them up but you cant take them anywhere, they still 
look like they have been in a mud fight and they smell like a greasy 
and oily monkey. They don’t usually come out of their oily cocoon 
whenever they have any ceremonies. That might sound like a good 
job except its always hot down there and unbearable when you are 
in a hot climate.

At one of the ceremonies we had to stand at attention on the 
foredeck for a half hour. It was 100 degrees and no breeze and 
sailors started fainting, and I remember smelling rubber melting 
from the soles of our shoes and when you are in that kind of 
situation you play the “it could be worse game,” and the only thing 
I could think of was the oily monkeys in the engine room going 
through this every day. When I saluted the Admiral and his staff, I 
thought if he had waited two more months I would be off the boat 
because my time would be up, but I always seemed to be at the 
wrong place at the right time or the right place at the wrong time. 
I had to shave every day, comb my hair, polish my shoes, keep my 
work clothes clean, and keep my dress whites and my dress blues 
in order for inspection.

Next column: Admiral goes to another ship and I get ready to go 
HOME.

Admiral, flagship, girls with clean 
white socks
By Doug Boardman

Special to the Mountain Gazette
After Cuba we stopped at various islands in the Caribbean and 

had lots of liberty, but I stayed aboard ship more often because of 
previous excursions that were costly for me. I especially stayed 
away from drinks that contained RUM and cut down on alcohol 
because it seems all tropical drinks have rum in them, so when I did 
go on liberty I went with a buddy and usually ended up dragging 
him back to the crewboat to take us out to the ship.

My wife Sandy wrote me a letter every day and sometimes two 
letters and it was generally about Doug Jr. He was walking and 
getting into and out of every thing that he could get his hands on, so 
kept her and her mother busy. I have always been thankful that I was 
married when I was on the ship because the girls were swarming 
all over us as soon as we hit the pier or dock, and some were really 
tempting, but I wore my ring proudly and told them I had one of 
the prettiest girls in the world and also a one year old son and loved 
them too much to ever mess that up. We had a sailor who was a 
cheater and a liar and lots of other titles. It depended who you talked 
to but you can be the judge of that. I will give you a little history.

When I reported aboard my ship, the U.S.S. Norfolk, it was in dry 
dock at Portsmouth, VA, and sad to say we took off the following 
morning on war games with the first atomic submarine, the U.S.S. 
Nautilus, and got deathly seasick and still opened and closed the 
post office, throwing up in a pail in between customers for ten 
days and losing 12 pounds. All that would stay down was tomato 
juice and saltines. Anyway, workers throw things aside, especially 
when they don’t work anymore; and some that do work, they forget 
where they left it on purpose and take it home later. It turns out that 
this pervert sailor found various things that the workmen had left 
behind. He stashed some burned out light bulbs, a transistor radio 
that didn’t work, part of a broken hearing aid, and of course he was 
trying to barter with the girls of the night for you-know-what and 
surprisingly, some of the girls were dumb enough to fall for his con. 
He happened to be the same guy that told all of us to look for a girl 
who had clean white socks because chances are if she washed her 
socks, than she surely washed other areas also. What a joke, he was 

Video contest celebrates Month of 
the Military Child

To help recognize that military kids also serve, Military Kids 
Vermont (MKVT) and University of Vermont Extension 4-H have 
teamed up to sponsor a video contest for young people, ages 5-18.

The theme of the contest, which is open to both military and 
civilian youths, is Military Kids Can! Entries will be judged on 
creativity and how well they inform, entertain and incorporate that 
theme. The deadline to enter is Friday, March 20.

Videos must be original and no longer than one minute in length. 
Both individual and team entries will be accepted, with prizes 
awarded for the best videos in both categories. Only one entry is 
allowed per individual or team (2-4 members).

All submissions must include the name, age, school grade, mailing 
address, email, phone number, and a signed photo permission form 
for each individual. Videos can be sent by mail (thumb drive), or 
by file transfer or email (via Dropbox, YouTube or Google Drive).

Complete contest details, including submission guidelines and 
a link to movie-making resources, can be found at www.uvm.edu/
extension/youth/announcements.

Military youths are encouraged to share what it means to be a 
child of a military service member. Others may focus on what they 
would like military kids to know about the importance of their 
families’ service to the country.

The winning entries may be viewed at a special ceremony on 
Tuesday, April 7 at the Vermont Statehouse in Montpelier to 
celebrate April as the Month of the Military Child. The ceremony 
runs from 9:30 AM – 12:00 PM. All contest participants and their 
families are invited to attend.

For more information about MKVT or the contest, go to https://
www.facebook.com/MKVermont.
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Library News continued on page 7

LiBRaRy News
DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY

All events are free; some activities require advance registration.
Essie Howe has concocted a mini “Extinction Rebellion” that will be 

on display through February.
Adult Programs
French Conversation Group — Tuesday, February 25, 6:30 – 8:00 

PM. Join in the conversation! Practice your French in a relaxed setting 
with the French Conversation Group. Whether you’re a first-timer or 
fluent, you’ll always find something to talk about!

Knitting with Neighbors — Thursday, February 20, 6:00 PM. New to 
knitting and looking for support to get past the first row or remember how 
to cast on? This is the group for you. Experienced knitter just looking for 
inspiration to try something new or share your knitting wisdom? This is 
the group for you. Not new to knitting, but new to Jericho or Underhill? 
You will find some friendly faces here. If you would like help picking 
a first time project, please feel free to contact Julie Hehir, juliehhehir@
comcast.net.

Underhill Conservation Commission presents: The Biggest Little 
Farm, Tuesday, February 18, 7:00 PM. The Underhill Conservation 
Commission will present three films this winter to inspire action in 
our community to combat the effects of the climate crisis. Join us at 
DRML on February 18 for the second film in the series, The Biggest 
Little Farm, which chronicles the eight year quest of a family to create a 
harmonious life in the country. The third film entitled Rivers and Tides, 
an exploration of the environmental art of Andy Goldsworthy, will be 
shown at the Underhill Town Hall on Thursday, March 12, 7:00 PM.

Cook the Book, Monday, February 24, 12:15 PM. For the month of 
February our selected cookbook is Dishing Up Vermont. A copy of the 
book will be available at the circulation desk to make free photocopies 
of your selected recipe. Bring your prepared dish and a serving utensil 
to the program room where you and other participants will have the 
opportunity to sample each other’s creation. Advanced registration 
required; please visit the circulation deck or call 899-4962 to register.

Mystery Book Club: The Shape of Water — Tuesday, February 25, 
7:00 PM. Join us for a discussion of Andrea Camilleri’s novel. Enter 
Inspector Salvo Montalbano, Vigàta’s most respected detective. With 
his characteristic mix of humor, cynicism, compassion, and love of 
good food, Montalbano battles against the powerful and corrupt, who 
are determined to block his path to the real killer.

Mah Jongg: Moncay, March 2, 6:30 PM and Friday, March 27, 1:00 
PM. Please join us as we explore the ancient Chinese tile game of winds, 
dragons, and number tiles. If you like Rummy-style card games, you’ll 
love Mah Jongg! All are welcome, no experience necessary!

Deborah Rawson Book Lovers: Tuesday, March 10, 7:00 PM. This 
month’s selection is Bowlaway by Elizabeth McCracken. New members 
are always welcome to drop in on any meeting, which is always the 
second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM. For more information, contact 
Christine@cstaffa.com.

Scrabble: Thursday, March 12, 11:00 AM. Join us on the second 
Thursday of every month for the original wordplay game. Exercise your 
mind and improve your vocabulary (especially of two- and three-letter 
words).

Youth Programs
Story Hour with Beth and David London, Fridays, January 24, 31, 

10:30 AM. Beth and David London, formerly of Poker Hill School, will 
be at DRML to share songs and stories with young children and their 
families. Snack will follow!

Library hours: Tuesday 12:00 – 8:00 PM, Wednesday 10:00 AM – 
6:00 PM, Thursday 12:00 – 8:00 PM, Friday 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM, 
Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, Sunday 1:00 – 4:00 PM; closed Monday. 
For information on any library programs, call 899-4962.

JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY
Open Play, Tuesdays, 10:30 – 11:30 AM. Join us for an hour of play 

in our newly renovated Intergenerational Programming Space. The 
toys in the space focus on narrative play and include a puppet theatre, a 
grocery store, kitchen, dollhouse, barn, and more!

Story Time, Wednesdays, 10:30 – 11:30 AM. Pop in for a casual hour 
of story time, smiles, songs, and laughter with Lisa! Recommended 
ages: 0-5 years.

Open Play & Drop-In Craft, Saturday, February 29, 10:30 – 11:30 
AM. Join us for an hour of play in our newly renovated Intergenerational 
Programming Space. The toys in the space focus on narrative play and 
include a puppet theatre, a grocery store, kitchen, dollhouse, barn, and 
more! A drop-in craft will be included as well. Ages 0-6.

Conservation Commission, February 19, 7:00 – 9:00 PM.
Sing-A-Long with Emma Cook, Thursday, February 27, 2:30 – 3:30 

PM. Are you a fan of Music for Sprouts? Do you know and love Miss 
Emma? Join us for an hour of musical jubilee for you and your little 
ones.

Bucketlist Book Group, Wednesday, March 4, 6:30 – 8:00 PM.
JTL Board meetings are held the second Monday of every month 

(March 9), 5:30 PM. All are welcome to attend.
Jericho Town Library hours: Mondays 2:00 – 5:00 PM, Tuesdays 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM and 2:00 – 5:00 PM, Wednesdays 10:00 AM – 
12:00 PM and 2:00 – 7:00 PM, Thursdays 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM and 
2:00 – 5:00 PM, Fridays 2:00 – 5:00 PM, Saturdays 10:00 AM – 12:00 
PM.

For more information on programs and library services, please visit 
our website www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org or call 899-4686.

VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY JEFFERSONVILLE
Roald Dahl Youth Book Club: Mondays, 5:00 – 5:45 PM. The book 

club is recommended for ages 8-12 but is open to anyone, young and 
old. Younger kids are welcome to participate as well, as the chapters 
make a perfect amount to be read aloud. Those seven and under should 
be accompanied by an adult to the meetings. Each weekly meeting will 
feature a discussion and craft or activity, with snacks provided. We are 
now reading The BFG. It’s not too late to join! Contact Youth Services 
Librarian Cari Varner, cjvarner@gmail.com, to be part of this lively 
group!

The first annual Climate Action Film Festival (CAFF) is a celebration 
of short films with a focus on solutions to the climate crisis. Solutions 
to the climate crisis are being implemented every day around the world, 
from rebuilding coastal estuaries to bringing solar power to remote 
communities. Join us for this community-focused event featuring a 
select few of our favorite films from the Festival, and be part of the 
discussion for local climate action in 2020. Raise your voice in the name 
of climate action! The screening will be held on Sunday evening, March 
15, 5:00 PM, at the Varnum Memorial Library. Hosted by SunCommon; 
co-hosted by Cambridge Conservation Commission, in partnership with 
VPIRG, VT Youth Lobby, and VT Natural Resources Council (VNRC).

Four trained and IRS-certified AARP Tax-Aide volunteers will be 
available in March at the Varnum. Free tax assistance will be provided to 
Americans age 50 and over. Appointments are available 9:00 AM – 1:00 
PM on Fridays, February 21 and 28, March 6 and 13. Appointments 
require a reservation, and are available until filled. Taxpayers must bring 
a picture I.D., last year’s return, income documents, a bank check or 
account information, and all other relevant documents. Call 644-2117 
to sign-up! Started in 1968 by four volunteers, the AARP Foundation 
Tax-Aide is now the nation’s largest free, volunteer-run tax preparation 
program. In 2013, over 35,000 volunteers worked at nearly 5000 Tax-
Aide community-based sites in all 50 states. The AARP Foundation 
helped people navigate complicated tax codes, receive proper credits 
and deductions, and file their federal, state and local tax returns.

Varnum LEGO Club, every other Wednesday, 3:30 – 5:00 PM. Each 
meeting will feature themed and free build time, team exercises, and 
opportunities for collaboration and — most importantly — creativity 
and imagination. Open to all ages. Large, Duplo, and LEGOs provided.

Baby Got Books, 9:30 – 10:30 AM. A story time for the littlest 
patrons age 0-24 months, but all are welcome. We read age-appropriate 
books, sing songs, finger plays, use musical instruments, and have 
plenty of time for free play.

Children’s Story Time and Crafts with LN, Thursdays 10:00 – 11:00 
AM. The library is a warm, cheery place for children to meet other 
children! Join us for stories read by people who enjoy sharing good 
books and a craft, too.

Crafting Circle, Thursdays, 5:30 PM. It’s winter and that means that 
the Craft Circle is starting again! Bring your current W.I.P. (Work-in-
Progress) or come to get ideas and learn something new. Be sure to 
take a gander at our growing collection of craft-related materials. All 
crafts welcome. No pre-registration required, just bring your supplies 
and join in!

Spanish Conversational Hour: Fridays, 6:00 – 7:00 PM. Join 
native Spanish speaker Milagro as she guides the group, helps with 
pronunciation, and plays a few games to help with vocabulary.

Crescendo Club Library Association — If you enjoy the Varnum’s 
collection and programming, we would enjoy having you on our board! 
Join us for just a few hours each month and support the library.

The Varnum Library, P.O. Box 198,194 Main St., Jeffersonville, 802-
644-2117; thevarnum@gmail.com; www.varnumlibrary.org. Hours: 
Mondays and Tuesdays 12:00 – 7:00 PM, Wednesdays 3:00 – 7:00 PM, 
Thursdays 9:00 AM – 7:00 PM, Fridays 2:00 – 5:00 PM, and Saturdays 
10:00 AM – 3:00 PM. Closed Sundays.

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
We Love our Patrons: Free coffee and chocolates all month long — 

thank you to all the people who donate coffee to the library.
Wednesday, February 19 (not 26, no meeting during school vacation), 

after school – 5:00 PM: LEGO Club. Come build amazing things with 
LEGOS. Free building and imagination encouraged. We will also have 
prompts for those who need a start. Sign up required so we know who 
is coming on Bus #3 from school (send a note from home). Snack 
provided. Recommended for grades 2 and up. Signup required.

Thursdays, February 20, 27, 11:30 AM: Early Literacy Storytime. 
Several stories around a theme, as well as a theme-based craft. All ages 
and levels of attention are encouraged to come, birth to pre-school. 
Don’t worry if they fidget. They are still getting a lot out of it! February 
20: Kindness. February 27: Frogs / Leap Year. No registration needed. 

Thursdays, February 20, 27, 6:30 – 8:00 PM: Fiber Arts Group. Knit, 
crochet, and stitch with a vibrant group. All levels welcome, help given 
to beginners. Questions? Contact Marianne, mfishcar@together.net.

February 19, 7:00 – 8:00 PM: Adult Book Group. Island of the Sea 
Women by Lisa See. A new novel about female friendship and family 
secrets on a small Korean island. Mi-ja and Young-sook, two girls 
living on the Korean island of Jeju, are best friends who come from 
very different backgrounds. When they are old enough, they begin 
working in the sea with their village’s all-female diving collective. As 
the girls take up their positions as divers, they know they are beginning 
a life of excitement and responsibility, but also danger. Despite their 
love for each other, Mi-ja and Young-sook’s differences are impossible 
to ignore. Island is an epoch set over many decades, beginning during 
a period of Japanese colonialism in the 1930s and 1940s, followed by 
World War II, the Korean War and its aftermath, through the era of cell 
phones and wet suits for the women divers. Little do the two friends 
know that after surviving hundreds of dives and developing the closest 
of bonds, outside forces will push their friendship to the breaking point.

The Library will be open regular hours during February school 
vacation. Come in and check us out! 

Library Hours: Wednesday, 1:00 – 7:00 PM, Thursday 10:00 AM – 
7:00 PM, Friday 1:00 – 7:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM; http://
westfordpubliclibrary.org; westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com. Like us 
on Facebook. 878-5639; Bree Drapa, Librarian.

RICHMOND LIBRARY
AARP Volunteer Tax Preparers are returning! If you intend on 

using the volunteers’ services please gather the following documents: 
Social Security card (or photocopy), government issued photo I.D., 
W-2 (if received), any 1099s, current and prior year property tax bill, 
Landlord Certificate (if applicable), Health Care Form 1095 (from 
ACA) if applicable, Social Security statements, and any other financial 
documents relevant to your return (e.g., phone bills if using Lifeline). 
If in doubt of a document’s value, bring it. Keep in mind, if filing 
jointly, both individuals must be present. Call the library if you need 
an appointment. 

Art Gallery: Photography of Jake Levison, a lifelong photographer. 
The photos is this exhibit represent his appreciation for jazz musicians 
and their music, animals and flowers of this area, and other characters 
that he has encountered along the way. 

Display Case featuring the artwork of students from the Mansfield 
Cooperative School.

Seeking Artists and Collectors: We are currently scheduling art shows 
for our walls and display case in 2020. If you have framed pieces (art, 
photography) and would like to schedule a show, contact us to choose 
your month. No professional experience is necessary, just a willingness 
to share your talent. We’re also seeking interesting collections for our 
foyer display case. If you are a collector of Beanie Babies, bird nests, 
little cars, old books or anything else that would fit in our case that you 
would be willing to share, we would love to hear from you. Call or 
email the library.

Thursday, February 20, 7:00 PM: Mystery Book Group. Dark 
Angel by Elly Griffiths (#10 in the Dr. Ruth Galloway series). In this 
highly atmospheric mystery, Ruth Galloway investigates a murder in a 
medieval Italian town where dark secrets are buried as deep as bones. 
Thursday, March 19, 7:00 PM: The Nightmare by Lars Kepler. Kepler 
delivers another nail-biting, hair-raising thriller, pulled straight from 
your darkest nightmares. Copies for book groups are made available by 
the circulation desk.

Weekly children’s programs at the Library run September-May and 
follow the MMUUSD schedule for vacation days and weather closure 
days.

Baby Laptime: This short, active storytime is for our youngest little 
book lovers and their grown ups. We’ll look at picture books, sing 
simple songs, do some rhyming and bouncing, and sometimes get out 
the shakers and scarves. Designed for infants and early toddlers. Join us 
on Mondays at 10:30 AM.

Playgroup with Stories and Songs: The good times kick off with songs 
and shakers around the colorful alphabet rug. Next up is storytime and 
snacks (bring your own). Then, the toys and art supplies come out for 
free play and crafts. Co-sponsored by the Lund Center. Kids from infant 
to age five and their caregivers are invited to join us in the community 
room on Wednesdays, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM.

Preschool Storytime; This special storytime is for children ages 3-5. 
We will share picture books, songs, and activities, with a focus on the 
six pre-reading skills that form a child’s early literacy experience and 
help set them up for a lifelong love of books and reading. Join us on 
Fridays, 10:30 AM.

Free Coffee and Tea: Warm yourself with a hot cup of coffee or tea 
during the cold winter season. The beverage table is to the left of the 
circulation desk on the ground floor. Help yourself and sip while you 

browse, read, work, or gather with friends.
Open Monday and Wednesday 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM, Tuesday and 

Thursday 1:00 – 6:00 PM, Friday 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 
AM – 2:00 PM; closed Sunday.

Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. Box 997, Richmond, 
VT 05477; 434-3036; fax 434-3223; www.richmondfreelibraryvt.org.

DOROTHY ALLING MEMORIAL LIBRARY, WILLISTON
Youth Programs
Story Time: Tuesdays, 10:30 AM. Includes a simple craft activity. 

February 18: Fun with Art. Geared toward preschoolers, but all ages 
are welcome.

Toddler Time: Thursdays, 10:30 AM (except February 27). February 
20: Bathtime. Aimed at toddlers, but all are welcome.

Thursday Playtime: Thursdays, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM. Young 
children and their caregivers are invited for an informal playtime 
following our Toddler Time program. For children birth to age 5.

Preschool Music: Mondays, 11:00 AM and Fridays, 10:30 AM. Up 
to age 5 with a caregiver. No pre-registration. Limit: one session per 
week per family.

After-School Tuesday: Game Café: February 18, 2:00 – 3:00 PM. 
Board games and a snack. Grades 3 + up.

Food in Fiction: Friday, February 21, 5:00 – 6:00 PM. Make a recipe 
from your favorite fictional book or create a recipe inspired by one! 
Come ready to share and eat. Need ideas on what to make? Come visit 
the library! Grades 7-12.

Drop-In Craft: Monday, February 24-Friday, February 28. Stop in 
the youth area during the week of winter break to make a craft (while 
supplies last).

Drop-In Legos: Tuesday, February 25, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM. Enjoy 
our LEGO collection during winter break!

Multi-age Programs
Read to a Cat: Thursday, February 20, 3:30 – 4:30 PM. Read to 

Edgar, a therapy cat in training. Pre-register for a one-on-one reading 
session. All ages.

Adult programs
Mah Jongg: Wednesday, February 26, 1:00 – 3:30 PM. Learn how 

to play, revisit the game, or just enjoy the game of Mah Jongg. Come 
alone or bring a friend and play with members of our community. All 
experience levels are welcome.

Tech Tutor: Wednesdays, February 19, 4:00 – 6:00 PM. One-on-one 
technology help from a teen. Guarantee a time by making a 30-minute 
appointment at 878-4918. Drop-ins are welcome if space is available.

Meditation Program: Friday, February 21, 12:00 – 1:00 PM. Lower 
your stress level and unlock calm at our bi-monthly meditation program. 
Learn about the different types of meditation through practice, breath-
work, and balancing Chakras. All levels are welcome.

Brown Bag Book Club: Tuesday, February 18, 12:30 – 1:30 PM. 
Meet others who love to discuss books. This month we will discuss 
Tribe: On Homecoming and Belonging by Sebastian Junger. Books are 
available at the front desk. Beverages and dessert provided.

Current Events Conversation: Wednesday, February 19, 10:30 AM 
– 12:00 PM. Gather with others interested in discussing newsworthy 
topics.

Dorothy Alling Memorial Library, 21 Library Lane, Williston; 878-
4918 or www.williston.lib.vt.us.

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
All events are free unless noted. Pre-registration encouraged. 
Wednesday February 26, 4:00 – 5:00 PM: Family Game Night. Come 

enjoy our wide selection of games at the library! Drop in and play one 
of our games, or bring some of your own! Refreshments provided.

Youth Events
Tuesday, February 18, 9:30 – 10:30 AM: Preschool Story Hour. Join 

us for themed stories, songs, and activities for ages 0-6. No registration 
necessary for Story Hour.

Tuesday, February 25, 9:30 – 10:30 AM: Preschool Story Hour. Join 
us for themed stories, songs, and activities for ages 0-6. February is 
Children’s Dental Health Month! We are happy to welcome a pediatric 
dental hygienist program to our Storytime! No registration necessary 
for Story Hour.

Tuesday, February 25, 4:00 – 5:00 PM: DIY Spa Treatments. Learn 
how to make all-natural face masks, scrubs, and toners! For ages 10+. 
Please register.

Saturday, February 29, 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM: Leap Day Party. 
Celebrate Leap Day at the library with frog themed games, crafts, and 
snacks! All ages, no registration necessary.

Adult Events
Tuesday, February 18, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: Knitwits. Want to learn to 

knit? Or do you just want to spend time knitting with others? Knitwits 
is the new knitting group at the library and is open to all skill levels. 
Please register.

Hours: Monday and Wednesday 8:30 AM – 5:30 PM; Tuesday and 
Thursday 8:30 AM – 8:00 PM; Friday 8:30 AM – 3:15 PM; Saturday 
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM. www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org, 802-849-2420. Call or 
email libraryprograms@fwsu.org. For up-to-date info about programs, 
visit our website www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you can also find a 
link to the interactive Google calendar.

BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
Free tax help for taxpayers with low and middle incomes: Monday 

February 24, Tuesday February 18, and Thursdays February 20, and 
27, 9:15, 10:15, 11:15 AM and 12:15 PM: Free Tax Help for taxpayers 
with low and middle incomes (annual gross income less than $60,000), 
with special attention to those 60 or over. However, if a patron’s tax 
return is relatively complex s/he will be advised to seek professional tax 
assistance. Volunteer AARP foundation certified tax preparers Tak and 
Dorothy Ng will help. Qualified patrons who wish to avail themselves 
of the Ngs’ expertise will need to call 878-6955, or visit the library to 
make an hour appointment with one of them. Please come in 10 minutes 
before your appointment to fill out a required intake and interview form. 
If married, both spouses should (but do not have to) be present during 
an income tax counseling session. Taxpayers must have available 
during their meeting with the tax-aide counselor all information and 
documents that have been received that apply to their 2019 income 
taxes. Appointments available until April 4. Reserve your place for tax-
preparation.

Tuesday, February 18, 10:00 – 10:45 AM: Story Time. We will 
engage kids with picture book stories, signing, songs, puppets and 
rhymes in the picture book room. Come read and play with us.

Tuesdays, February 18, 25, 10:00 – 11:30 AM: Current Events 
Discussion Group. A forum for lively and courteous expression of 
views about current events, news, and issues. Come to share or just to 
listen. Moderated by Sandy Baird.

Tuesday, February 18, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: Read with Daisy. Daisy loves 
to listen to kids read every Wednesday. She is certified by Therapy Dogs 
of Vermont. Daisy’s owner is Maddie Nash, a retired school counselor. 
For all ages.

Wednesday, February 19, 10:00 – 10:45 AM: Story Time. Repeat of 
Tuesday program.

Wednesday, February 19, 26, 12:00 and 1:00 PM: Tech Help with 
Clif. Offering one-on-one technology help. Bring in your new gadget or 
gizmo and Clif will sit with you to help you learn its ways! Reservation 
required. Please call 878-6955 at least 24 hours in advance.
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All Phase Property Maintenance, LLC
Sanding &

Salting Services 
24 HR 

Service

Lawn Care & Gardens, Fence Installation/Repair, Pressure Washing, Stone-Concrete
Walkways, Walls and Patios, Firewood, Light Trucking, Driveway Installation & Repair 

York raking, Brush hogging, Snow Plowing, Sanding & Salting, Electrical & much more...

Offi ce: 899-2919 - Cell: 734-8247
Stephan Griffi ths Jr. - Owner

Fully Insured                                 allphase87@email.com                            Essex, VT 05452

Residential

Commerical

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING & MAINTENANCE

award winning Homes
• Porches • Garages
• Bath & Kitchen Remodels
• Roofi ng • Siding
• Flooring: Hardwood & Tile
• Window & Door Replacement
• Electrical & Plumbing
• Light Painting
• Handyman Services

23 Kristie Lane
Jericho, vt 05465

www.thurgateconstructionvt.com

• Period Design Build 
• Additions
• Remodeling 
• Sun Rooms 

aRt / MUsiC / tHeateR

Library news continued from page 6

LetteR to tHe eDitoR

Wednesday, February 19, 3:30-4:30 PM: Wonder Wednesdays. 
Make, experiment, collaborate, and explore your curiosity. This week 
we will read stories featuring collage art and make cards. Best for ages 
6 and up.

Friday, February 21, 3:45 – 4:45 PM: Reading Buddies. Students in 
grade 8 from ADL will read with children in grades K-5 at Brownell 
Library. Continues weekly until February 21. Bring a favorite book or 
choose one here.

Friday, February 21, 5:30 – 8:30 PM: Dungeons & Dragons: 
Campaign Mode. Gather with fellow D&D players and embark on 
adventures of your own design. This game is for seasoned players who 
want a faster paced and more serious game. There is no designated 
Dungeon Master, rather participants have creative control and players 
are invited to take the lead as DM. Game starts at 6:30 PM; come early 
to hang out or work on characters. All ages welcome.

Monday, February 24, 12:00 and 1:00 PM: Tech Help with Clif. 
Offering one-on-one technology help. Bring in your new gadget or 
gizmo and Clif will sit with you to help you learn its ways! Reservation 
required. Please call 878-6955 at least 24 hours in advance.

Friday, February 28, 9:30 – 10:15 AM: Music with Raph. Sing and 
play with Raph. For all ages.

Friday, February 28, 5:30 – 8:30 PM: Dungeons & Dragons: Family 
Night. Learn to play D&D and embark upon imaginary adventures. This 
is an open play game for new/returning players and families. A Dungeon 
Master serves as this role playing game’s referee and storyteller. New 
players should arrive at 5:30 PM for help making characters. Game 
starts at 6:30 PM. All ages encouraged.

Tuesday, February 18, 2:45 – 4:30 PM: Tuesday Movie. Free popcorn 
and drinks!

Tuesday, February 18, 7:00 – 9:00 PM: Brownell Library Trustees 
Meeting.

Wednesday, February 19, 1:30 – 2:30 PM: Red Clover Group for 
Homeschooled Students. Each month, students in grades K-4 read 
two titles and do activities with one of the books on the list for this 
year’s Red Clover Award. Voting takes place in March. This program is 
sponsored by the Brownell Library Foundation.

Wednesday, February 19, 1:30 – 2:30 PM: Dorothy’s List Group for 
Homeschooled Students. Each month, students in grades 4-8 discuss 
books from this year’s Dorothy’s List. Students will discuss their 

opinions and responses to their favorite book contestant and will learn 
how to contribute thoughtfully to book group discussions. This program 
is sponsored by the Brownell Library Foundation.

Wednesday, February 19, 1:30 – 2:30 PM: GMBA Book Discussion 
for Homeschooled Students. High School aged students discuss this 
year’s GMBA nominees. Voting takes place in the spring. For grades 9 
and up. This program is sponsored by the Brownell Library Foundation.

Friday, February 21, 9:30 – 10:30 AM: Play Time for Little Ones. 
Active play time for kids 0-5 years old. Build with our new blocks, 
build social skills and community connections.

Saturday, February 22, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM: Telescope Health Clinic. 
VAS will show folks how telescopes work in general and how to use 
their particular telescope. They will inspect, make adjustments and 
minor repairs, and even clean the optics at no cost to attendees. At 10:30 
AM, there will be a presentation on How to Find Objects with Your 
Telescope, which will show how to use star atlases and planispheres 
(whole sky star map), how to aim your telescope, and how to use all this 
to “star hop” to the object you desire to view.

Saturday, February 22, 2:00 – 4:00 PM: Lego Fun! Come build 
creatively with Legos and see what others build. For all ages; children 
under 9 years old must bring a responsible caregiver.

Monday, February 24, 6:00 – 7:30 PM: Current Events Discussion 
Group. A forum for lively and courteous expression of views about 
current events, news, and issues. Come to share or just to listen. 
Moderated by Sandy Baird. 

Tuesday, February 25, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: LEEP (Library Elementary 
Event Planners). It may be vacation, but we are still having LEEP! 
Come eat a snack, hang out with fellow LEEPers, and do a project or 
experiment! All in grades 6-8 welcome.

Wednesday, February 26, 3:30-4:30 PM: Crafternoon. We provide 
materials, you create!

Brownell Library, 6 Lincoln St., Essex Junction. Hours: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday: 9:00 AM – 9:00 PM; Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday: 
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM. Contact Main Desk 878-6955, Youth Desk 878-
6956, Reference Desk 878-6957, or frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org.

ESSEX FREE LIBRARY
Essex Free Library, 1 Browns River Rd., Essex. Hours: Monday, 

Wednesday, Friday: 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM; Tuesday, Thursday: 9:00 
AM – 8:00 PM; Saturday, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM. 802-879-0313; 
essexfreelibrary.com.

ART/PHOTOGRAPHY
Call to Artists for Spring Open Studio 2020 — Artists wishing 

to participate in the Jericho Underhill Open Studio Tour held on 
Memorial Day Weekend, May 23-24, are invited to contact Dianne 
Shullenberger, vtdianne@hotmail.com, 899-4993, or Emilie 
Alexander, ealexander22@yahoo.com, 899-3211. The Jericho 
Underhill Tour is part of the Vermont Crafts Council annual Open 
Studio Weekend, which provides a venue for the public to meet 
artists all over the state, primarily in their places of work. There 
is a participation fee of $20, which covers advertising materials. 
The Jericho Underhill Tour provides additional promotion for the 
artists in this area, with the Emile A Gruppe Gallery serving as 
headquarters for the public to get maps for both the state and local 
participants. The deadline for signing up is Saturday, February 29.

Come in to share refreshments and meet the artists taking part in 
the current Jericho Town Hall art project Quiet Time, on Sunday, 
March 1 from 2:00 – 4:00 PM. If you cannot make it, be sure to stop 
in during regular Town Hall hours. The exhibition is a lively mix of 
different ideas of “quiet time,” from photos to fabric. The exhibit 
will run through April.

DRML is extending an invitation for local artists to display their 
art at the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, River Rd., Jericho. 
We traditionally hang on fi rst of month and take down at the end 
of the month, but displaying for two months is also an option. You 
cannot display prices but if you are interested in selling you can 
leave a price list at the circulation desk and the staff can notify you 
of interest. Contact DRML (899-4962) for information, or with 
suggestions of other artists who may wish to display their art. Now 
scheduling March-September.

Radiate Art Space in Richmond is a non-profi t community art 
center that has teamed up with the Richmond Climate Action 
Committee to offer a series of Climate Crisis Workshops this winter 
and spring. All workshops are free, and offer participants the chance 
to create climate-focused cartoons, posters, banners, collages, prints, 
and other mixed media works of art. This grassroots proliferation 
of artistic expression about the climate crisis will culminate in an 
art installation at the Richmond Free Library and Richmond Town 
Center for the month of April 2020, and a community gathering 
on Wednesday, April 22, the 50th anniversary of Earth Day. All 
are welcome to submit work for this climate art show regardless 
of whether or not they previously participated in a climate crisis 
workshop. For more information, contact Rebecca Rouiller, 922-
2423. Upcoming workshops include: Mixed Media, Found Objects 
and Recycled Materials with Rebecca Rouiller, February 20, 6:30 
– 8:30 PM; and Assorted Printmaking Techniques with Judy Bush, 
February 25, 6:30 – 8:30 PM.

Walk through the beautiful woods and gardens of unique Jericho 
artist Marcia Rosberg in a new retrospective exhibit of her paintings 
at Mount Mansfi eld Community Television’s studio, 35 W. Main 
St., Richmond. The exhibit will be open to the public during 
our offi ce hours until Sunday, March 1. Stay tuned for a special 
reception and video about the artist soon. For more information and 
to check that we are open when you drop by, call 434-2550. Our 
website: MtMansfi eldCtv.org.

Visions of Vermont Art Galleries in Jeffersonville is open 
Tuesday-Sunday, 11:00 AM – 6:00 PM. Hosts Jane and Terry Shaw, 
644-8183; Visions of Vermont, 100 Main St., Jeffersonville. For 
more information, visit www.VisionsofVermont.com.

Dianne Shullenberger Gallery, 228 Nashville Rd., Jericho; 899-
4993 or vtdianne@hotmail.com.

Emile A Gruppe Gallery, 22 Barber Farm Rd., Jericho; gallery 
hours Thursday-Sunday 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM or by appointment, 
899-3211.

Helen Day Art Center, 90 Pond St., Stowe. Open Tuesday-
Saturday, 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM and by appointment; 802-253-8359, 
www.helenday.com.

River Arts of Morrisville Inc., 74 Pleasant Rd., Morrisville; 802-
888-1261, http://www.riverartsvt.org.

Milton Artists’ Guild Art Center & Gallery, 199 U.S. Rt. 7 
South, Milton; open Wednesday-Saturday, 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM 
and Sundays, 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM (closed Monday and Tuesday); 
https://www.miltonartistsguild.org.

HAVOC Gallery, 27 Sears Lane, Burlington; www.
HAVOCGallery.com; HAVOC@havocgallery.com or 800-639-
1868. Hours: Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, 9:00 AM – 5:00 
PM, and every fi rst Friday, 5:00 – 8:00 PM.

Bryan Memorial Gallery, 180 Main St., Jeffersonville; 802-644-
5100; www.bryangallery.org. Gallery hours: Thursday-Sunday, 
11:00 AM – 4:00 PM, and by appointment.

MUSIC
Young Tradition Vermont and the Hotel Vermont (Burlington) 

present a Mardi Gras party to benefi t the Tom Sustic Fund, featuring 
Yankee Chank, Ponyhustle, and others, on Saturday, February 25, 
7:00 PM at the Hotel Vermont. The evening includes food, drink, 
and live music for dancing and listening. Yankee Chank performs 
traditional dance music from southwest Louisiana. Members include 
Bob Naess, Cannon Labrie, Mark Sustic, and Jim Burns. Ponyhustle 
plays at Radio Bean every Tuesday and includes Eric George, 
Colin Cope, Mia Valentini, Cody Sergeant, Luke Houseman, Erich 
Meisberger, and John Abair. Support provided by the VT Family 
Network and others. More information: mark.sustic@gmail.com. 
Tickets available for $15 at https://sevendaystickets.com/events/
mardi-gras-at-hotel-vermont-2-25-2020?fbclid=IwAR1uSz2PEAP
CxOiwr4rjtAQgg90fWs-zBHdjYzmFpFMYMk1S0o8FoU0hV9s.

The Westford Music Series 2020 is held Sundays at the White 
Church on the Common, 4:00 – 5:00 PM (usually). Open to the 
public; refreshments will be served. March 15: Christine Malcolm; 
April 5: Patrick Fitzsimmons; May 3: Paul Asbell. For information, 
802-279-4028.

The Charlotte Grange, 2898 Spear St., Charlotte, hosts occasional 
musical events: On Tuesday, February 18 starting at 6:30 PM will 
be the monthly Acoustic Open Mic evening — songs, tunes, stories, 
poems. Sign up by contacting Mike Walker at mjwalker@gmavt.net 
or come along on that night. First come, fi rst served! The monthly 
events provide a fabulous opportunity to hear local performers play 
in an informal and very supportive environment. Hot cider and 
cookies provided. No admission charged, but donations welcomed! 
On Friday, February 21 starting at 6:30 PM, come for a potluck 
dinner with music by The Nells Trio, and Charlotte singer and 
guitarist Hugh McBride. Bring a dish to share and enjoy dinner 
with old and new friends and neighbors. The Grange Hall has 
a stove that can be used for heating dishes and/or baking pizzas. 
No admission, but donations welcomed! On Sunday, March 8 
at 4:00 PM, Pete Sutherland and Oliver Scanlon of Pete’s Posse 
will be presenting Fiddlers of the Next Generation, a showcase of 
their current students. As well as being popular and in-demand as 
performers, Pete and Oliver are passionate educators and this event 
will provide an opportunity for some of their current students to 
share their talents and tunes with a wider audience. Hope to see you 
there! Suggested donation $10.

Altan at Flynn Space on Monday, March 2, 7:00 PM — Altan is an 
Irish folk and traditional music group, which formed in Gweedore, 
County Donegal in 1987. The popular outfi t, who are led by the 
world-renowned fi ddler and vocalist Mairéad Ní Mhaonaigh, have 
been driven by many critically acclaimed albums and a relentless 
touring schedule. They emerged during the 1990s as one of Ireland’s 

premiere traditional musical groups and have since sold millions 
of records worldwide. Tickets can be purchased at the Flynn Box 
Offi ce. All tickets $37.50. 802-86-FLYNN /802-863-5966, or 
fl ynntix.org.

THEATER/FILM
The Underhill Conservation Commission will present fi lms 

that share hope and inspiration for our natural world. On Tuesday, 
February 18 at Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, River Rd., 
Jericho at 7:00 PM, the second fi lm in the series is The Biggest 
Little Farm, which chronicles the eight-year efforts of a family who 
create a harmonious life in the country. The third fi lm, to be shown 
Thursday, March 12, 7:00 PM at the Underhill Town Hall, is Rivers 
and Tides, Andy Goldsworthy — a visual delight that is fi lled with 
wonder and beauty. All three fi lm showings are free and open to all. 
Bring a friend! For questions or more information, please contact 
Betsy Chapek, 899-4576 or echapek4@myfairpoint.net.

Headliners Comedy Club — Monday’s, February 24, March 
2 and 23, 9:00 – 11:00 PM at Bootleggers’ Lounge, Smugglers’ 
Notch Resort. Top fl ight adult entertainment that is open to the 
public. See two of Boston and New York’s funniest comics live! 
Each show hosted by either Rob Steen or Jody Sloane. $15 cover 
charge includes one draft beer or house wine. Age 21 and older. 
Valid ID required.

Vermont Youth Dancers presents As You Are, The Story of Belle 
and the Beast, a dance theatre production of the classic fairy tale. 
A selfi sh young prince and his castle staff fall under a spell of a 
mysterious enchantress who turns him into a frightful beast, until 
he can learn to love and be loved in return. The misunderstood and 
determined Belle may be their only hope, as she takes her mother’s 
place as prisoner at the castle. But time is running out… Will the 
spell be broken? This wonderful story of community, sacrifi ce and 
identity is told by VYD through exciting hip hop and poignant lyrical 
choreography, along with stunning sets, lighting and costumes. 
Do not miss this unique performance — the choreography, song 
lyrics, and the acting and emotion the dancers put on the stage is 
something unusual and beautiful. Please help VYD raise funds and 
awareness for the VT Alzheimer’s Association. VYD brings this 
show to two locations this spring – Mount Mansfi eld Union High 
School, Jericho on Friday, April 17, 6:30 PM and Saturday, April 
18, 1:00 and 7:00 PM; and to South Burlington High School on 
Saturday, May 30, 6:30 PM and Sunday, May 31, 2:00 PM. Tickets 
on sale for all performances Tuesday, March 10.

Jericho AED project update
To the Editor,

Six AEDs (heart defi brillators) have been ordered for Jericho 
public places! Once they arrive the Underhill Jericho Fire Dept 
will assemble them and we’ll go to each site to decide with owners 
where to locate the units. After they are installed, there will be a 
notice on FPF as to the exact location of each. Once again, many 
thanks and congratulations to Jericho residents and organizations 
which came up with over $8000 to fund the purchase of these life-
saving tools! Organizations that made contributions large enough 
to fund an entire AED are the Lions Club, Richmond Rescue, and 
Friends of Rawson Library — we are especially grateful to them. 
Union Bank, Jericho Market, and Jericho Center Preservation 
Association also made sizeable donations. But let’s not forget the 
many individuals who put dimes, quarters, dollars in the donation 
jars or sent checks from $15-250 — they all made this possible.

If you would like to learn more about how an AED can be used 
by any bystander, come to the CPR/AED class offered by the 
Community Center on Saturday, April 4. Richmond Rescue will be 
teaching the class. Details will soon be posted on FPF.

Julia Blake
Jericho

Cambridge preschool screening
Will your child be turning 3 or 4 by September 1, 2020? 

Cambridge Elementary Early Childhood Program invites families 
with future preschool students to call 802-521-5600 to make an 
appointment for a developmental screening.

The screenings will take place on Friday, March 6, 8:30 – 9:30 
AM or 9:30 – 10:30 AM, at the Cambridge Elementary School/ 
Preschool. Please contact Beth, 802-521-5600, no later than 
Wednesday, March 4, to reserve a time for your child.

Screenings will take approximately 60 minutes. During this time 
parents will fi ll out a brief developmental questionnaire about their 
child, while educators interact with the children to gain information 
about each child’s development in the areas of speech and language, 
social/emotional, motor, and cognitive. This is also a time for 
parents to ask questions about their child’s skills and about our 
preschool program.

Information wanted on the old 
Cambridge Bowling Alley

The third graders at Cambridge Elementary School are interested 
in fi nding any old photos or information about the bowling alley 
that once was in their school cafeteria. It was in working order 
from 1960-1966, when the fi re destroyed the building, and never 
was rebuilt back into a bowling alley. Curious minds want to know 
more about this time in our school’s history.

LetteR to tHe eDitoR
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PET
FRIENDLY

Families deserve peace of mind knowing their loved 
ones are well cared for, at an affordable price. There 
may come a time when day-to-day tasks that were 
once enjoyable are a challenge or that conditions 

become unpredictable.

At Mansfield Place, residents enjoy the best of both 
worlds, a wide range of amenities and activities, as 
well as excellent services and support as needed.

Call Laurie today to schedule your visit  
(802) 871-5808

Rest Assured Rest Assured 

MansfieldPlaceVT.com
18 Carmichael Street, Essex Junction, VT 05452

The Right Choice
                    for seniors and their families
The Right Choice
                    for seniors and their families

Howard Center’s Arts 
Collective program recently 
received a Spark! Connecting 
Community Grant of 
$3000 through the Vermont 
Community Foundation. Spark! 
Connecting Community grants 
put building and nurturing 
community front and center, 
to support grassroots work 
that builds social capital — 
the connective tissue of our 
communities. 

The Howard Center 
Arts Collective works 
collaboratively to ensure that 
there are opportunities for artists with lived 
experience to connect, create, and exhibit work. 
They conduct open studio times twice per week 
for Howard Center clients, provide free art 
supplies, visit art galleries, and hold social events 
each month. Recently, the Arts Collective held 
their latest exhibit Art Is My Sanctuary at the Amy 
E. Tarrant Gallery in Burlington. Kara Greenblott, 
Howard Center’s Arts Collective Coordinator 
says, “The grant will enable us to produce four 
art exhibitions in 2020 and bring attention to 

the talent, creativity, and positive role that our 
members play in the community.”

The grant will also support the twice-weekly 
open studio sessions, and the purchase of art 
supplies. One Arts Collective member states, 
“Having Open Studio or an Arts Collective 
meeting helps me to get out of bed in the morning. 
It gets me out of the house to do something fun 
and good for me.” For more information, visit 
howardcenter.org.

Howard Center’s Arts Collective receives Spark! grant

Surrounded by his 
family, Edmond M. Little, 
71, of Jericho, VT passed 
away peacefully on Sunday, 
February 9, 2020 at his 
home in Jericho after a long 
and courageous battle with 
ALS. Edmond was born 
on February 22, 1948 in 
Burlington, VT. He spent 

his formative years in Burlington, attending city schools 
and graduating from Rice Memorial High School. 
Following graduation, Edmond served his country in the 
Vietnam War. Upon his safe return to his home shores, 
he joined the U.S. Postal Service, where he worked for 
over 40 years. In 1976, he married Marianna VanBuskirk 
and welcomed her two daughters into his life, raising 
them as if they were his own with a deep and abiding 
love, whose only equal was that which they returned to 
him. Edmond was a man of many talents. Chief among 
them were woodworking and clock making, two of his 
greatest joys. Yet as happy as he was surrounded by his 
tools and engaged in the arts of building and creating, 
he was also a great lover of the natural world. The 
sound of falling rain on the porch roof would always 
draw him out from wherever he was for one of the many 
moments of appreciation for simple beauty that marked 
his days. Edmond’s friends and family knew him as a 
skilled conversationalist, someone always eager and 
eminently able to engage in talk both large and small 
about very nearly anything under the sun. No matter 
the topic, his quick wit and soft-spoken intellect were 
always ready with the perfect quip or a perceptive 
insight culled from an interesting life, and quite often 
both at once. Those who knew him even slightly will 
miss all of this and more than can possibly be counted. 
But most of all, they will miss his cheerful approach 
to life and his refusal to surrender to adversity. Indeed, 
even in his most challenging moments, Edmond never 
lost his positive attitude nor his capacity for joy. Four 
years into his diagnosis and despite its often devastating 
circumstances, he told us all that he remained happy to 
be alive. It was in moments like this that Edmond taught 
us all to appreciate each and every one we ourselves are 
given. A month before his passing, he shared a fi nal piece 
of wisdom with those around him. “My philosophy of a 
life is a simple one,” he said. “Do good. Work hard. And 
have fun.” Edmond is survived by his wife of 44 years, 
Anna; his daughter Stacey Mailloux, her husband Mark, 
and his beloved grandchildren Emily, Nathaniel, and 
Noah of Kingston, NH; and his daughter Krista Hamel 
of Essex Junction, VT. He is also survived by his brother 
Anthony; his brother Joseph and his wife Charlotte; his 
brother Phillip and his wife Janine; and several nieces 

and nephews. He is profoundly missed by all and will 
be held forever in our hearts. The family would like 
to extend their boundless gratitude to the wonderful 
supportive teams who surrounded him with loving 
care during his fi nal days: the UVM ALS Clinic, UVM 
Home Health and Hospice, TLC Homecare Services, 
the Veterans’ Association, and Wheelpad L3C. We also 
send our deepest and most heartfelt appreciation to all 
of our dear family members and close friends who have 
fi lled both our hearts and Edmond’s with so much love 
during this time. These are gifts we will cherish always, 
and we want you to know that Edmond did as well. In 
lieu of fl owers or other expressions of condolence, the 
family requests donations to the ALS Association, www.
alsa.org.

Robert Vaughan, 66, of 
Westford, VT died on Monday, 
February 10, 2020 following a 
short illness. He was born in 
May 27, 1953 in Norfolk, VA, 
the son of George Vaughan and 
Priscilla Harris Vaughan. He 
was a graduate of Lake Taylor 
High School in the class of 
1971. He attended Virginia 

Tech and graduated with a degree in architecture, with 
the class of 1976. He was married in Virginia Beach, 
VA to Denise Brickell. Bob played sports of all sorts, 
most notably volleyball, baseball and golf. He himself 
was a fan of the New England Patriots and the Boston 
Red Sox. His career spanned years of working for 
Applied Management Engineering, Virginia Beach, VA; 
Brown University, Providence, RI; and the University 
of Vermont, Burlington, VT. At each organization, Bob 
earned the affection and admiration of most everyone he 
worked with. He was tremendously talented, dedicated, 
and unselfi sh in all he undertook. He enjoyed bringing 
people together and took pride in all of the projects he 
helped bring to fruition. His free time was largely spent 
among his family and friends, enjoying himself with the 
people who loved him. Whether taking on all comers in 
a game of corn-hole, tackling various projects at home, 
playing golf, preparing for a family bar-b-que, or going 
to the beaches of Maine to vacation, Bob loved the 
time he spent among his family and friends. He had a 
great love of nature, and photographed all that he found 
beautiful and inspiring. Ever on the lookout for celestial 
wonders, Bob, Denise, and Jared spent numerous 
evenings sprawled out on the lawn, gazing out into the 
wondrous inky night sky. He was the biggest fan of 
his wife’s artwork, and was fi lled with admiration for 
all that his son has accomplished at Vermont Tech and 
beyond, at Heritage Toyota. He was fi lled with gladness 

to have his mother 
join him here by 
moving from Virginia 
to here in Vermont. 
Bob is survived by his 
wife Denise Brickell-
Vaughan, 64; his son 
Jared Vaughan, 24; 
his mother Prissy 
Vaughan, 93; and 
several nieces and 
nephews. Visiting 
hours were on 
Saturday, February 
15, 2020, with a 
funeral service to 
celebrate Bob’s life 
at the Ready Funeral 
Home South Chapel, 
261 Shelburne Rd, 
Burlington, VT. There 
were no graveside 
service following 
the wake, as his fi nal 
wishes were to be 
cremated after the 
service. Please visit 
www.readyfuneral.
com to place online 
condolences.
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